New  customer 
offer: 


CASUALS 


Easy  On/EasyjOft'  ' ' 
"Magic  Cling™"  Closures 


Bouncy,  long-wearing 
crepe  midsole 


I 


Long  wearing 
skid  resistant 
rubber  sole 


New  dressier 
fuller  toe  box! 


ADVANCED  HEEL 
CUSHION  INSOLE 

Wheat 


Soothe  Your  Soles  with  Dr.  Scholl's®  ! 

More  comfort  than  ever  with  Dr.  Scholl's"  patented  Advanced  Heel 
Cushion  Insoles.  They  make  your  every  step  lighter,  easier,  better  than 
when  you  were  a  kid  romping  through  fields!  Plus,all  the  usual  Dn  Scholl's 
Quality  and  Comfort:  •  Magic  Cling^"  straps  for  quick,  easy  on/off 
•  Soft,  supple  uppers  of  leather  with  durable  man-made  counter,  quarter, 
and  trim  •  Fully  cushioned  linings  and  bouncy  lightweight  outsole. 

For  over  90  years  Dr.  Scholl's®  has  been  keeping  feet  healthy 
and  comfortable!  Treat  yourself  to  a  pair  of  these  state-of-the-art  Casuals 
today.  4  colors  to  choose!  It's  just  what  the  Doctor  ordered!  Send 

now! 


Duke  Habernickel,  Pres. 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
PeckviUe,  PA  18452 


m  "Pound  The  Povement' 

the  new  raised  Impact  absorber 
can  take  the  shock 
m  Molded  heel  cup 
odds  on  exiro  loyer 
of  protective  cushioning 
"No  Sweat"  -  Nylex  covered  fobric 
with  "Breothe  Easy" 
perforated  forepart 
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©1999  Schering-Plough 
HcallhCorc  Products,  Inc. 
Monufaclured  for  Clayton  License,  Inc., 
0  Pagoda  Company,  under  license 
Schering-Plough  HealthCore  Products,  Inc. 
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GOING  FOR  THE  MAX!  By  Sen.  Max  Cleland 

Disabled  veteran  offers  12  principles  for  raising  oneself  from  life's  lowest  depths. 


AitE  WE  ON  A  COLLISION  COURSE  WITH  CHINA?  By  Frank  J.  GaffneyJr. 

Accommodation  will  not  stop  the  growing  threat  in  tfie  East. 


DEPARTMENT 


I  ISSUES  Are  U.S.  military  forces  overcommitted? 


VETVOICE 


1  WASHINGTON  WATCH     42  VETS 


COMMANDER'S  MESSAGE  1  VETERANS  UPDATE 


PARTING  SHOTS 


ON  DUTY 


1  LEGION  NEWS 
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MINNESOTA'S  AVIATION  ENTHUSIASTS  ByLayne  Cameron 

High-flying  Legion  Post  has  a  unique  way  of  attracting  members. 


n 


EXPOSING  A  NATIONAL  SECURITY  THREAT  interview  By  CliffKincaid 

Rep.  Chris  Cox  reveals  disturbing  information  about  Chinese  espionage.  


FAST  THINKER  By  Peter  B.  Rose 

Legionnaire  Christian  Zimmerman  saved  the  day  in  a  1985  airliner  hijacking. 


SCHOOL  FOR  FAST  LEARNERS  ByLayne  Cameron 

Stock  car  racing  fans  can  put  their  driving  skills  -  and  adrenaline  levels  -  on  the  edge. 

HEROIC  LEGIONNAIRE  DIES  WHILE  SURDUING  GUNMAN  ByLayne  Cameron 

Ron  Robertson  saved  lives  by  losing  his  own. 


11 


COVER  Aviation  Post  511's  signature  bird,  Legion  1,  flies  high  over  Minnesota. 

Photo  by  Tom  Strattman. 

The  American  legion  Magazine,  a  leader  among  national  general-interest  publications,  is  published 
monthly  by  The  American  Legion  for  its  2,7  million  members.  These  wartime  veterans,  working  through 
nearly  1 5,000  community-level  Posts,  dedicate  themselves  to  God  and  Country  and  traditional  Ameri- 
can values;  strong  national  security;  adequate  and  compassionate  care  for  veterans,  their  widows  and 
orphans;  community  service;  and  the  wholesome  development  of  our  nation's  youths. 
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t  VIAGRA  {25-mg,  50-mg, 


I  love  him  because^^^^^B 
he  did  it  for  us.  ^IIP 

when  my  husband  first  started  experiencing  erectile  dysfunction  (ED), 
he  didn't  want  to  admit  there  was  anything  wrong.  But  when  it  started  to  put  a 
real  strain  on  our  relationship,  he  talked  to  his  doctor  about  VIAGRA. 


— VIAGRA  has  shown  improvement  in  erectile  function  in  4  out  of 
5  men  compared  with  1  out  of  4  for  sugar  tablets 

— More  than  15  million  prescriptions  written  in  the  United  States* 

— Effective  and  well  tolerated  in  a  variety  of  patients 


It's  great  what  VIAGRA  has  done  for  him — and  for  us. 


i    n  . 


PATIENT  SUMMARY  OF  INFORMATION  ABOUT 

{sildenafil  citrate) 
This  summary  contains  important  information  about 
VIAGRA".  It  is  not  meant  to  \Ae  ttie  place  ot  your  doctor's 
instructions  Read  tfiis  intormalion  caretully  betore  you  start  taking 
VIAGRA.  Ask  your  doctor  or  ptiarmacist  it  you  do  not  understand 
any  ot  ttiis  intormation  or  it  you  want  to  know  more  about  VIAGRA. 
This  medicine  can  help  many  men  when  it  is  used  as  prescribed  by 
their  doctors.  However,  VIAGRA  is  not  tor  everyone.  It  is  intended  tor 
use  only  by  men  who  have  a  condition  called  erectile  dysfunction, 
VIAGRA  must  never  be  used  by  men  who  are  tal<ing 
medicines  that  contain  nitrates  of  any  kind,  at  any  time. 
This  includes  nitroglycerin.  If  you  take  VIAGRA  with  any 
nitrate  medicine  your  blood  pressure  could  suddenly  drop 
to  an  unsafe  or  life  threatening  level. 

What  Is  VIAGRA? 
VIAGRA  IS  a  pill  used  to  treat  erectile  dysfunction  (impotence)  in 
men.  It  can  help  many  men  who  have  erectile  dysfunction  get  and 
keep  an  erection  when  they  become  sexually  excited  (stimulated). 
You  will  not  get  an  erection  just  by  taking  this  medicine,  VIAGRA 
helps  a  man  with  erectile  dysfunction  get  an  erection  only  when  he 
is  sexually  excited. 

How  Sex  Affects  the  Body 

When  a  man  is  sexually  excited,  the  penis  rapidly  tills  with  more 
blood  than  usual.  The  penis  then  expands  and  hardens.  This  is 
called  an  erection.  After  the  man  is  done  having  sex,  this  extra  blood 
flows  out  of  the  penis  back  into  the  body  Ttie  erection  goes  away 
If  an  erection  lasts  tor  a  long  time  (more  than  6  hours),  it  can 
permanently  damage  your  penis.  You  should  call  a  doctor 
immediately  if  you  ever  have  a  prolonged  erection  that  lasts  more 
than  4  hours. 

Some  condilicns  and  medicines  interfere  with  this  natural  erection 
process.  The  penis  cannot  fill  with  enough  blood.  The  man  cannot 
have  an  erection.  This  is  called  erectile  dysfunction  if  it  becomes  a 
frequent  problem. 

During  sex,  your  heart  works  harder.  Therefore  sexual  activity  may 
not  be  advisable  for  people  who  have  heart  problems.  Before  you 
start  any  treatment  tor  erectile  dysfunction,  ask  your  doctor  if  your 
heart  is  healthy  enough  to  handle  the  extra  strain  of  having  sex.  If 
you  have  chest  pains,  dizziness  or  nausea  during  sex,  stop  having 
sex  and  immediately  tell  your  doctor  you  have  had  this  problem. 

How  VIAGRA  tMorks 
VIAGRA  enables  many  men  with  erectile  dysfunction  to  respond  to 
sexual  stimulation.  When  a  man  is  sexually  excited,  VIAGRA  helps 
the  penis  till  with  enough  blood  to  cause  an  erection.  After  sex  is 
over,  the  erection  goes  away, 

VIAGRA  Is  Not  for  Everyone 
As  noted  above  {How  Sex  Allecis  the  Body),  ask  your  doctor  if 
your  heart  is  healthy  enough  tor  sexual  activity 
If  you  take  any  medicines  that  contain  nitrates-either 
regularly  or  as  needed-you  should  never  take  VIAGRA. 
If  you  take  VIAGRA  with  any  nitrate  medicine  or  recreational  drug 
containing  nitrates,  your  blood  pressure  could  suddenly  drop 
to  an  unsafe  level.  You  could  get  dizzy,  faint,  or  even  have  a  heart 
attack  or  stroke.  Nitrates  are  found  in  many  prescription  medicmes 
that  are  used  to  treat  angina  (chest  pain  due  to  heart  disease)  such 
as: 

•  nitroglycerin  (sprays,  ointments,  skin  patches  or  pastes, 
and  tal}lets  that  are  swallowed  or  dissolved  in  the  mouth) 

•  isosorbide  mononitrate  and  isosorbide  dinitrate  (tablets 
that  are  swallowed,  chewed,  or  dissolved  In  the  mouth) 

Nitrates  are  also  found  in  recreational  drugs  such  as  amyl  nitrate 
or  nitrite  ("poppers").  It  you  are  not  sure  if  any  ot  your  medicines 
contain  nitrates,  or  if  you  do  not  understand  what  nitrates  are, 
ask  your  doctor  or  pharmacist, 

VIAGRA  is  only  for  patients  with  erectile  dysfunction  VIAGRA  is  not 
for  newborns,  children,  or  women.  Do  not  let  anyone  else  take  your 
VIAGRA,  VIAGRA  must  be  used  only  under  a  doctor's  supervision, 
tWhat  VIAGRA  Does  Not  Do 

•  VIAGRA  does  not  cure  erectile  dysfunction  It  is  a  treatment 
for  erectile  dysfunction, 

•  VIAGRA  does  not  protect  you  or  your  partner  from  getting 
sexually  transmitted  diseases,  including  HIV-Ihe  virus  that 
causes  AIDS, 

•  VIAGRA  Is  not  a  hormone  or  an  aphrodisiac. 

What  To  Tell  Your  Doctor  Before  You  Begin  VIAGRA 
Only  your  doctor  can  decide  it  VIAGRA  is  right  tor  you  VIAGRA  can 
cause  mild,  temporary  lowering  ot  your  blood  pressure.  You  will 
need  to  have  a  thorough  medical  exam  to  diagnose  your  erectile 
dysfunction  and  to  find  out  it  you  can  safely  take  VIAGRA  alone  or 
with  your  other  medicines.  Your  doctor  should  determine  if  your 
heart  is  healthy  enough  to  handle  the  extra  strain  of  having  sex. 
Be  sure  to  tell  your  doctor  if  you: 

•  have  ever  had  any  heart  problems  (e  g.,  angina,  chest  pain, 
heart  failure,  irregular  heart  beats,  or  heart  attack) 


•  have  ever  had  a  stroke 

•  have  low  or  high  blood  pressure 

•  have  a  rare  inherited  eye  disease  called  retinitis  pigmentosa 

•  have  ever  had  any  kidney  problems 

•  have  ever  had  any  liver  problems 

•  have  ever  had  any  blood  problems,  including  sickle  cell 
anemia  or  leukemia 

•  are  allergic  to  sildenalil  or  any  ot  the  other  ingredients  of 
VIAGRA  tablets 

•  have  a  deformed  penis.  Peyronie's  disease,  or  ever  had  an 
erection  that  lasted  more  than  4  hours 

•  have  stomach  ulcers  or  any  types  of  bleeding  problems 

•  are  taking  any  other  medicines 

VIAGRA  and  Other  Medicines 
Some  medicines  can  change  the  way  VIAGRA  works.  Tell  your 
doctor  about  any  medicines  you  are  taking.  Do  not  start  or  stop 
taking  any  medicines  betore  checking  with  your  doctor  or 
pharmacist.  This  includes  prescription  and  nonprescription 
medicines  or  remedies.  Remember,  VIAGRA  should  never  be  used 
with  medicines  that  contain  nitrates  (see  VIAGRA  Is  Nol  lor 
Everyone).  If  you  are  taking  a  protease  inhibitor,  your  dose  may  be 
adjusted  (please  see  Finding  the  Right  Dose  tor  You.)  VIAGRA 
should  not  be  used  with  any  other  medical  treatments  that  cause 
erections.  These  treatments  include  pills,  medicines  that  are  injected 
or  inserted  into  the  penis,  implants  or  vacuum  pumps. 

Finding  the  Right  Dose  for  You 
VIAGRA  comes  in  different  doses  (25  mg,  50  mg  and  100  mg).  If 
you  do  not  get  the  results  you  expect,  talk  with  your  doctor.  You 
and  your  doctor  can  determine  the  dose  that  works  best  for  you, 

•  Do  not  take  more  VIAGRA  than  your  doctor  prescribes, 

•  It  you  ttiink  you  need  a  larger  dose  of  VIAGRA,  check  with 
your  doctor, 

•  VIAGRA  should  not  be  taken  more  than  once  a  day. 
It  you  are  older  than  age  65,  or  have  serious  liver  or  kidney 
problems,  your  doctor  may  start  you  at  the  lowest  dose  (25  mg)  of 
VIAGRA  If  you  are  taking  protease  inhibitors,  such  as  for  the 
treatment  of  HIV  your  doctor  may  recommend  a  25  mg  dose  and 
may  limit  you  to  a  maximum  single  dose  of  25  mg  of  VIAGRA  in  a 
48  hour  period. 

How  To  Take  VIAGRA 

Take  VIAGRA  about  one  hour  before  you  plan  to  have  sex.  Beginning 
in  about  30  mmutes  and  tor  up  to  4  hours,  VIAGRA  can  help  you  get 
an  erection  it  you  are  sexually  excited.  If  you  take  VIAGRA  after  a 
high-tat  meal  (such  as  a  cheeseburger  and  trench  fries),  the 
medicine  may  take  a  little  longer  to  start  working,  VIAGRA  can  help 
you  get  an  erection  when  you  are  sexually  excited.  You  will  not  get 
an  erection  just  by  taking  the  pill. 

Possible  Side  Effects 
Like  all  medicines,  VIAGRA  can  cause  some  side  effects.  These 
etiects  are  usually  mild  to  moderate  and  usually  don't  last  longer 
than  a  few  hours.  Some  of  these  side  effects  are  more  likely  to  occur 
with  higher  doses  The  most  common  side  effects  of  VIAGRA  are 
headache,  flushing  ot  the  face,  and  upset  stomach.  Less  common 
side  effects  that  may  occur  are  temporary  changes  in  color  vision 
(such  as  trouble  telling  the  difference  between  blue  and  green 
objects  or  having  a  blue  color  tinge  to  them),  eyes  being  more 
sensitive  to  light,  or  blurred  vision. 
In  rare  instances,  men  have  reported  an  erection  that  lasts  many 
hours.  You  should  call  a  doctor  immediately  if  you  ever  have  an 
erection  that  lasts  more  than  4  hours,  if  not  treated  right  away, 
permanent  damage  lo  your  penis  could  occur  (see  How  Sex  Affects 
the  Body). 

Heart  attack,  stroke,  irregular  heart  beats,  and  death  have  been 
reported  rarely  in  men  taking  VIAGRA,  Most,  but  not  all,  ot  these 
men  had  heart  problems  before  taking  this  medicine.  It  is  not 
possible  to  determine  whether  these  events  were  directly  related  to 
VIAGRA, 

VIAGRA  may  cause  other  side  effects  besides  those  listed  on  this 
sheet.  It  you  want  more  information  or  develop  any  side  effects  or 
symptoms  you  are  concerned  about,  call  your  doctor. 

Accidental  Overdose 
In  case  of  accidental  overdose,  call  your  doctor  right  away 

Storing  VIAGRA 
Keep  VIAGRA  out  ot  the  reach  of  children.  Keep  VIAGRA  in  its 
original  container  Store  at  room  temperature,  SS^-SO'F  (15°-30°C), 

For  More  Information  on  VIAGRA 
VIAGRA  is  a  prescription  medicine  used  to  treat  erectile  dysfunction. 
Only  your  doctor  can  decide  it  it  is  right  for  you  This  sheet  is  only  a 
summary  If  you  have  any  questions  or  want  more  information  about 
VIAGRA,  talk  with  your  doctor  or  pharmacist,  visit  www,viagra,com, 


or  call ' 
23-5515-00-4 
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Now. . .  a  digital  hearing  aid 
that  zooms  through 
background  noise. 


If  you  wear  hearing  aids,  chances  are  you 
have  trouble  with  conversations  in 
restaurants  and  crowded  rooms. 

Now  there's  new  technology  that  zooms 
through  background  noise  to  help  you  hear 
better.  It's  called  AudioZoom™  and  it's  only 
available  from  Phonak. 

Here's  how  it  works. 

Each  AudioZoom  hearing  aid  has  two 
microphones.  One  picks  up  sound  in  front  of 
you  and  the  other  picks  up  sound  from  the 
sides  and  rear.  Space-age  computer  circuits 
analyze  and  suppress  sound  from  the  sides  and 
rear  and  enhance  sound  from  the  front. 

So  you  understand  more  of  what  people  in 
front  of  you  are  saying. 

Here's  the  proof, 

A  study ^  at  two  of  the  world's  top  medical 
clinics  proved  that  AudioZoom  reduced 


1.  individual  resuits  may  vary.  Compiete  ciinicai  test  results  avaliable  on 
request. 

2.  MarkeTrak  Independent  Customer  Survey  sampled  5,000  hearing-aid 
users  througtiout  the  United  States.  AudioZoom  scored  significantly  higher  in 
28  of  34  categories  including  overall  satisfaction  and  performance  in 
background  noise.  Complete  results  available  on  request. 


background  noise  for  everyone  who  wore  it!  In 
another  study  that  compared  AudioZoom  with 
other  hearing  aids,  wearers  gave  AudioZoom  a 
90%  satisfaction  rating. . .  the  highest  rating 
ever  achieved  by  any  hearing  aid^. 

High  performance.  High  satisfaction. 

Now  AudioZoom  also  features  100%  digital 
sound  processing  and  programmability...  two 
more  reasons  why  it  has  such  take-your-breath- 
away  results.  And  you  can  choose  from 
in-the-ear  and  behind-the-ear  styles. 

So  if  background  noise  makes  it  hard  for 
you  to  understand  what  people  are  saying,  call 
or  write  for  our  free  brochure. 


PH9NAK 

hearing  systems 

Call  Toll  Free  888-566-6473 
Or  write 

PO  Box  3017,  Naperville,  IL  60566 

www.phonak-us.com 


Gore's  Non-Experience 

I  enjoyed  your  article  "Legionnaires 
Sum  Up  Presidential  Hopefuls"  (January). 
For  the  most  part  it  was  very  informative. 
But  I  thought  Nick  Lucy's  comments 
about  Al  Gore  were  off  base.  He  wrote, 
"He  (Gore)  has  first-hand  experience  and 
knows  what  our  troops  go  through." 

I  don't  think  Lucy  understands  what 
Al  Gore  did  in  Vietnam.  If  we  base  the 
future  of  our  veterans'  programs  on  Al 
Gore's  Vietnam  experience,  we're  in  for 
trouble.  If  Lucy  thinks  the  next  president 
should  have  pertinent  military  experi- 
ence, he  should  support  John  McCain. 
-  C.A.  Pursley,  Winter  Haven,  Fla. 

Vote  for  Flag  Protection 

In  "Vet  Vote  2000"  of  the  January  is- 
sue, seven  of  the  presidential  hopefuls 
were  interviewed.  Six  of  them  were  in 
favor  of  the  flag-protection  amendment, 
and  only  Al  Gore  opposed  it. 

Now  is  the  time  to  start  hitting  hard 
on  the  senators  and  presidential  hope- 
fuls who  are  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, keeping  it  up  until  the  November 
elections. 

Elect  only  the  senators  who  will  vote 
for  the  flag-protection  amendment  and 
we  will  get  it  passed. 

-  DA.  Nigro.  Bayside,  NY. 

A  Boo  for  Bradley's  View 

I  was  not  surprised  that  Bill  Bradley 
snubbed  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 
I  read  his  painfully  boring  book  several 
years  ago  and  his  elitist  snobbery  came 
through  loud  and  clear.  For  him  to  turn  his 
back  on  the  Legion  fits  his  overt  negative 
view  of  our  armed  forces  to  a  tee. 

Mr.  Bradley's  problem  is,  from  his 
ivory  tower  view,  he  thinks  that  if  we  treat 
everyone  else  nice,  they  will  return  the  fa- 
vor. Terrorists  would  think  it  was  open 
season  on  the  United  States  with  Bradley 
in  office.  In  Bradley's  world,  all  we  would 


ever  need  to  do  with  adversaries  is  invite 
them  over  for  midnight  bas- 
ketball followed  by  a 
group  hug  while 
chanting  "kum- 
baya." 

Bradley '  s 
drivel  would 
have  been  a 
waste  of  space  in 
The  American  Le 
gion  Magazine. 

-J.  Tyler  Balance,  Tow  son,  Md. 

Beware  Of  Bradley's  Guts 

I  enjoyed  "Legionnaires  Sum  Up 
Presidential  Hopefuls"  in  the  January 
2000  issue  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine,  but  was  not  surprised  that  Bill 
Bradley  did  not  wish  to  be  interviewed. 

I  read  that  if  elected  president, 
Bradley  would  cut  military  spending. 
Keep  that  in  mind,  Americans. 

-  Gordon  M.  Beriy  Sr.,  Seymour,  Ind. 

Respect  the  Reservists 

As  we  get  closer  to  the  2000  election 
date,  we  can  expect  another  siege  of 
newscasters  and  partisans  denigrating 
the  military  records  of  the  candidates.  As 
a  Korean  War  reservist,  I  strongly  object 
to  the  demeaning  of  service  in  the  mili- 
tary reserves  (remember  Quayle  and 


WE  WANT  YOUR  OPINIONS 


The  American  Legion  Magazine 
welcomes  letters  for  publication. 
Letters  published  represent  the  views 
of  our  readers  and  not  of  The 
American  Legion.  The  American 
Legion  neither  endorses  nor  opposes 
political  candidates.  Letter  writers 
are  also  encouraged  to  submit 
photographs  of  themselves  for 
possible  publication  with  their  letters. 
Be  sure  to  include  your  hometown 
and  a  daytime  phone  number  for 
verification.  All  letters  are  subject  to 
editing.  Send  your  opinions  to: 

Tlie  American  Legion  Magazine 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

You  can  also  contact  us  via  e- 
mail  directly  or  through  the  World 
Wide  Web: 

e-mail:  tal(Slegion.org 
Internet:  littp://www.legion.org 


George  W.  Bush?)  by  commentators 
who  would  not  serve. 

-  Mike  Burke  Sr.,  Monticello,  Ind. 

Ross  Perot's  Party 

I  was  very  disappointed  when  I  read 
the  January  2000  issue  with  its  cover 
containing  your  so-called  major  candi- 
dates. You  left  out  the  Reform  Party 
which,  even  in  a  losing  effort,  has  affect- 
ed how  policy  is  developed  and  carried 
out  to  a  greater  extent  than  both  the  ma- 
jor parties. 

Nobody  spoke  of  a  balanced  budget 
until  Ross  Perot  pushed  for  it. 

-  George  D.  Weber,  Eureka,  Mo. 

McCain  Nixes  Pay  Raise 

Guess  what  11  senators  voted 
against,  including  presidential  candi- 
date John  McCain?  A  4.8  percent  pay 
raise  for  the  military  this  year. 

Guess  who 
said  he  was  for 
improving  the 
military  way  of 
life  and  said  it 
needs  to  be  up- 
graded? Senator 
McCain! 

I  wonder  what 
else  he's  not 
telling  us  that  he 
says  he'll  do. 
This  from,  of  all  people,  a  POW  from  the 
Vietnam  War.  So  much  for  patriotism! 

-  William  H.  Douglas 
Winnemucca,  Nev. 

Nadler  Nets  No  Kudos 

How  dare  Rep.  Jerrold  Nadler,  D- 
N.Y.,  suggest  we  place  our  troops  under 
U.N.  command  ("Big  Issues"  Decem- 
ber)? His  argument  is  filled  with  contra- 
dictory statements.  He,  like  most  liber- 
als, is  working  toward  one  world  gov- 
ernment. 

The  United  Nations  is  using  our 
troops  as  scapegoats.  We  supply  the 
troops,  equipment  and  supplies.  If  a  mis- 
take is  made,  we  take  the  blame.  If  an 
operation  is  successful,  the  United  Na- 
tions takes  credit. 

Thanks,  but  no  thanks  -  maintain 
control  of  our  armed  forces.  Don't  let 
foreign  military  powers  dictate  our  poli- 
cies and  actions. 

-  Alex  Pappin,  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 
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You'U  Love  It . . . 
We  Guarantee  It! 

In  March  1932,  millions 
gathered  to  see  it.  The 
1932  Ford  was  built  for 
speed... and  dehvered  in 
spades!  That's  why  future 
generations  of  street-rod- 
ders customized  the  1932 
Ford  and  made  it  scream 
with  power.  Now,  the  first 


car  ever  to  feature  a  V-8 
engine  can  be  yours  recreated 
with  an  astounding  degree  of 
detail  at  only  $29.99. 

Unmatched  Quality 

Unlike  the  classic,  this 
beauty  is  painstakingly 
hand-assembled  and  repli- 
cates many  working  fea- 
tures like  the  fully  maneu- 


verable  rumble  seat  and  a 
steering  wheel  that  turns 
the  front  wheels.  Open 
either  side  of  the  louvered 
hood  to  reveal  the  highly 
detailed,  chrome  plated 
engine,  wiring  and  fan  belt. 
This  authentically  engi- 
neered replica  is  assem- 
bled with  over  105  parts 
and  is  built  to  last. 


60  Day  No  Risk 
Evaluanon 

As  always,  your  com- 
plete satisfaction  is  guaran- 
teed. Don't  let  the  1932 
Ford  speed  away.  Order 
today! 


CILIFTEI)  BY  HA!VD 
OF  DIK-CAST  METAL 


Ford  trademarks  used  under  license  from 
Ford  Motor  Company. 


Completely  Authentic!  ■     Loaded  with  Details!     I       Over  105  Parts! 


Fun  To  Explore! 


The  engine  is  faithfully  replicated  Swing  the  "suicide  doors"  open  The  rumble  seat  smoothly  This  Collector  Quality  replica  will  be  prized  for 
and  meticulously  detailed.         to  inspect  the  chrome  hand  opens,  so  jump  in!  many  years  to  come.  n 
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Unwieidy  standards 

I  think  the  problem  of  poor  treatment 
for  the  mentally  ill  and  homeless  veter- 
ans could  be  helped  if  the  federal  gov- 
ernment would  take  responsibility  for 
the  homeless  and  mentally  ill  Vietnam 
veterans.  The  standards  for  a  veteran  to 
prove  that  a  mental  illness  or  drug  prob- 
lem was  caused  by  participation  in  the 
Vietnam  War  are  too  stringent. 

-  Carl  Mueller,  Hesperia,  Calif. 

ClevelaiHlVA  Clinic  Praised 

I  am  always  sad  to  see  some  veterans 
are  having  difficulty  acquiring  VA  med- 
ical care.  The  only  thing  I  have  going  for 
me  is  that  I  am  a  World  War  II  vet.  Yet  I 
get  the  finest  medical  care,  surpassing 
anything  I  could  obtain  from  the  civilian 
sector. 

I  have  never  been  denied  medication 
recommended  by  my  family  doctor. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  Cleve- 
land VA  is  a  band  of  angels. 

-  Ted  Majusick,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Fight  Against  Fnx  IV 

The  American  Legion  has  defended 
our  service  members  and  we  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  for  that.  Now,  once  again, 
the  Legion  is  making  a  strong  stand  on 
television  ethics. 

I  am  referring  to  the  December 
Washington  Watch  item  "Crude  TV  on 
Fox."  My  husband  and  I  agree  with  Bill 
Bennett  100  percent  regarding  Fox 
magnate  Rupert  Murdoch:  "He  is  now 
responsible  for  what  is  perhaps  the 
worst  -  the  most  crude,  cynical  and  in- 
sulting -  material  ever  to  be  broadcast 
to  the  American  public  over  network 
airwaves."  I  also  agree  with  Sen. 
Joseph  Lieberman's  (D-Conn.)  criti- 
cism of  the  Fox  show  "Action,"  saying 
"the  average  person  would  be  arrested 
for  speaking  or  acting  out  that  way  in 
the  public  square  of  most  American 
communities." 

I  find  it  refreshing  that  Sen.  Sam 
Brownback,  R-Kan.,  says  he  wants  more 
programs  like  CBS's  "Touched  by  an 
Angel." 

Is  America  waking  up  and  objecting 
to  these  violent-action  and  foul-lan- 
guage-filled shows?  I  truly  hope  so  as  I 
believe  that  we  represent  a  large  majori- 
ty of  decent  people  in  our  country. 

-  Rita  Dash,  Springfield,  III. 


Men  and  Breast  Cancer 

Your  article  on  Peggy  Fleming  con- 
cerning breast  cancer  in  December, 
"Olympian  Battles  On,"  was  great.  How- 
ever, it  missed  one  very  important  point: 
Men  also  get  breast 
cancer.  Although 
the  incidents  are  far 
fewer  than  with 
women,  1,000  to 
1,5  00  men  are 
stricken  with  it  an- 
nually. 

I  know.  I  was 
one  of  them  in 
11  1994.  I  was  lucky 
the  cancer  had  not 
spread  to  my  lymph  nodes.  Treatment 
minimized  the  chance  of  recurrence. 

I  would  strongly  urge  you  to  consider 
a  follow-up  article  on  this  topic.  It  could 
save  many  of  our  fellow  veterans  from 
undue  suffering  or  death. 

-  Gerald  Hoar,  Westbrook,  Maine 


Do  iHnrefnr  Veterans 

I  watched  the  movie  "Saving  Private 
Ryan"  again  on  TV  recently.  According 
to  veterans  who  were  there,  this  is  pretty 
much  what  combat  was  like.  Nothing 
glamorous,  just  death,  pain  and  bad 
memories. 

Every  year  we  celebrate  those  who 
have  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  our 
nation.  How  do  we  do  that?  We  take  a 
paid  day  off.  Wow. 

But  what  do  we  do  for  all  the  vets? 
Why  don't  we  write  our  leaders  and  ask 
them  to  give  our  vets  a  little  extra?  We 
could  request  something  like  giving  one 
extra  day  off  for  anyone  serving  in  the 
reserves,  the  National  Guard  or  any  ser- 
vice branch  up  to  two  years;  two  extra 
days  for  any  who  served  overseas  or  dur- 
ing combat  more  than  three  years;  and 
three  extra  days  for  wounded  combat 
vets  or,  if  killed  in  action,  to  their  surviv- 
ing families. 

At  least  this  is  a  start  to  giving  signif- 
icant thanks  to  those  who  allowed  us  to 
live  the  life  we  have  all  become  accus- 
tomed to. 

-  Albert  Weir,  Monroe,  N.Y. 

D.C.  Disrespects  Fiag 

I  am  a  proud  Legion  member, 
former  Marine  and  currently  a  sergeant 
with  the  Washington,  D.C.,  Metro 


Police  Department. 

The  police  department  now  displays  a 
modernistic  commercial  logo  patch  of  an 
obscured  American  Flag  on  its  uniforms 
with  the  words  "Washington,  D.C.  The 
American 
Experience." 

Many  of 
my  fellow 
officers , 
Legion- 
naires  and 
D.C.  citi- 
zens find 
the  patch 
distasteful  and  disrespectful  to  the  flag 
and  the  men  and  women  across  the  Po- 
tomac River  resting  at  Arlington.  I 
would  be  honored  to  wear  the  nation's 
flag  on  my  uniform,  but  not  this. 

-  Jay  Allen  Moore,  Severn,  Md. 


Gond  Advice 


My  wife  and  I  both  enjoyed  the  Com- 
mander's Message  in  the  January  issue 
("Our  Mission  Can  Turn  This  Country 
Around").  It's  good  advice  for  all  the 
people  of  this  great  nation. 

As  a  World  War  II  veteran,  I  also 
have  a  love  for  our  American  Flag  and 
will  always  have  a  great  respect  for  it.  I 
fly  it  in  front  of  my  home  and  I  love  to 
see  it  there. 

We  need  more  people  in  government 
like  Al  Lance  who  believe  our  flag 
should  be  protected.  We  have  a  long 
road  ahead  with  elected  officials  who 
have  no  respect  for  either  the  flag  or  the 
military. 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Kallio 
Spencer,  Mass. 

MoreTiianASymboi 

How  callous  have  we  become  as  peo- 
ple who  live  in  the  greatest  country  in  the 
world? 

I  saw  a  flag  lying  on  the  road.  I'm 
sure  cars  and  people  drove  by  or  stepped 
around  it.  It  was  partly  in  the  gutter 
where  it  had  been  for  God  knows  how 
long.  You  could  see  where  it  had  been 
run  over  or  dragged  along  the  curb. 

When  I  saw  it,  it  broke  my  heart.  I 
parked  my  car  and  picked  it  up.  It  was  a 
12-by- 16-inch  American  Flag  that  had 
fallen  from  an  antenna.  After  being 
washed,  this  flag  flies  once  more. 

There  are  some  who  say  it  is  merely  a 
piece  of  cloth.  To  them,  I  say  thank  the 
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millions  who  fought  and  died  protecting 
our  freedom  of  speech.  I  believe  if  you 
do  not  pledge  your  allegiance  to  the 
American  Flag,  you  should  not  have  the 
protection  for  which  it  stands. 

-  Donald  Santarsiero 
Waterbwy,  Conn. 

Cyber  Support 

I  found  your  Web  site  (www.le- 
gion.org)  and  I  thank  God  that  someone 
is  standing  up  for  the  American  Flag. 

I  am  a  veteran  and  I  will  do  what  I  can 
to  help  the  flag-protection  amendment 
emerge  victorious  and  be  enacted  into 
law  and  our  Constitution. 

-  Donald  Pope,  Houston,  Texas 

Nay  Sayer  Exposed 

Rep.  Ron  Klink,  D-Pa.,  an  ex-radio 
talk  show  host  from  Pittsburgh  who  says 
he  proudly  voted  against  the  flag-protec- 
tion amendment,  now  wants  to  become  a 
U.S.  senator.  He  insists  that  the  First 
Amendment  guarantees  the  right  of  a 
person  to  urinate  or  defecate  on  our  flag 
or  to  bum  it.  Before  you  know  it,  they 
will  be  flying  a  flag  covered  with  ele- 
phant dung  over  the  White  House. 

I  think  all  Pennsylvania  veterans  and 
friends  should  know  how  he  feels  and 
the  way  he  would  be  voting  if  he  be- 
comes a  senator. 

-  Wilbert  C.  Shepherd,  Saltsburg,  Pa. 

Swiss  Army  Guns 

It's  New  Year's  Eve  and  I  just  got  the 
January  issue  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine.  I  was  very  happy  to  read  in 
the  Commander's  Message  that  one  of 
our  missions  is  to  be  a  nation  where  the 
right  to  bear  arms  is  protected. 

Let's  look  at  the  Swiss.  They  have 
compulsory  military  training,  and  when 
they  complete  it  they  take  home  a  fully- 
automatic  rifle  and  lots  of  ammo.  They 
also  have  a  low  crime  rate. 

Washington,  D.C.,  has  few  guns  left 
but  a  very  high  crime  rate. 

-  Everett  Revie,  Kennan,  Wis. 


Correction 


Editor' s  Note:  In  the  January  issue 
the  mayor  of  Salt  Lake  City  was  incor- 
rectly identified  as  Michele  Hodgkins. 
Deedee  Corradini  is  the  mayor  of  Salt 
Lake  City.  We  apologize  for  the  error. 


Win  Electric  Mobilitv^ 
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Enjoying  Independence! 

The  Electric  Mobility  Rascal  is  designed  to  give  you  the  mobility  and 
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Now  AND  THEN  I  am  asked  a 
question  I  have  come  to  loathe: 
"Isn't  The  American  Legion  a 
dying  organization?"  It  is  usu- 
ally posed  from  someone  citing 
the  declining  World  War  II 
population  and  combined  with 
the  assumption  that  we  are  sim- 
ply a  World  War  II  organiza- 
tion. Sometimes  the  comments  come 
from  within  our  own  ranks. 

I  am  living  proof  to  the  contrary  and  I 
am  proud  to  say  the  Legion  is  alive  and 
well.  I  do  not  buy  into  the  nonsense  that 
the  Legion  shuns  Vietnam  veterans  like 
myself.  Many  Vietnam  veterans  contin- 
ue to  make  a  difference  within  our  great 
organization.  Traveling  around  the 
country  as  your  National  Commander,  I 
have  seen  firsthand  younger  veterans 
who  have  pledged  to  do  great  things  for 
The  American  Legion. 

Successful  businesses  understand  the 
importance  of  increasing  market  share 
and  the  concept  of  market  penetration. 
The  same  can  be  applied  to  The  Ameri- 
can Legion.  To  ensure  the  Legion's 
prosperity  in  the  21st  century,  we  need  to 
look  at  membership  in  terms  of  market 
share.  Legionnaires  must  ask  them- 
selves, "Have  I  done  all  I  can  to  reach 
every  eligible  veteran?  What  have  I  done 
to  increase  the  Legion's  market  penetra- 
tion in  my  community?" 

I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Navy  submarine 


USS  Boise,  which  is  based  out  of  Nor- 
folk, Va.,  and  discovered  that  many 
sailors  on  board  did  not  even  realize  they 
were  eligible  to  become  Legionnaires. 
The  Department  of  Idaho  has  made 
arrangements  to  sponsor  the  entire  crew's 
membership  in  The  American  Legion. 

A  larger  membership  ensures  the  Le- 
gion's voice  win  be  heard  in  the  political 
arena.  It  means  aiding  veterans  in  filing 
and  pursuing  claims.  It  means  programs 
to  develop  the  youth  in  every  community. 
In  a  nutshell,  it  is  about  keeping  The 
American  Legion  as  the  veterans'  advoca- 
cy group  and  community  involvement  or- 
ganization it  was  originally  intended  to  be. 

Using  sampling  figures  provided  by 
VA  and  National  Headquarters,  here  is 
further  proof  we  have  a  diverse  but  small 
market  share: 

■  More  than  36  percent  of  our  members 
are  World  War  II  veterans  (16  percent 
of  those  eligible  to  join); 

■  Nearly  20  percent  are  Korean  War  vet- 
erans (15  percent  of  those  eligible); 

■  Nearly  25  percent  are  Vietnam  veter- 
ans (9  percent  of  those  eligible); 

■  Less  than  2  percent  of  the  Legion  pop- 
ulation are  Gulf  War  veterans  (2.7  per- 
cent of  those  eligible). 

These  numbers  tell  two  stories.  First, 
they  speak  volumes  on  the  balanced 
cross-section  of  veterans  who  make  up 
the  Legion's  membership  and  clearly 
dispels  the  "World  War  II  only"  miscon- 


ception. Secondly,  the  Legion  is  far  from 
reaching  its  membership  potential.  Some 
Departments  stand  out  as  market-pene- 
tration leaders.  For  example,  North 
Dakota,  South  Dakota  and  Nebraska 
have  signed  up  an  astounding  87  per- 
cent, 68  percent  and  65  percent  of  the  el- 
igible veteran  population  in  those  states, 
respectively. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  16 
Departments  have  less  than  10  percent  of 
the  potential  eligible  members  recruited. 

Building  membership  may  be  as  easy 
as  painting  by  the  numbers.  And,  if  re- 
cruiting is  the  first  color,  then  training 
must  certainly  be  the  second.  One  training 
program  I  was  dehghted  to  see  resurrected 
was  The  American  Legion  National  Col- 
lege. The  graduates  of  the  college  paint  a 
great  picture  of  the  Legion's  future. 

As  I  pointed  out  during  commence- 
ment services  for  the  College,  those  who 
believe  the  membership  challenge  at 
hand  is  daunting  need  to  remember  our 
founding  Legion  fathers.  In  1919  our 
new  organization  went  from  zero  mem- 
bers to  834,000  without  the  aid  of  e-mail, 
computers  or  telephone  solicitation.  The 
American  Legion  was  built  by  face-to- 
face,  door-to-door  contact.  By  helping 
these  enthusiastic  students  in  implement- 
ing their  plans  and  developing  our  own, 
we  will  be  laying  the  groundwork  for  in- 
creasing the  Legion's  future  membership 
and  thereby  its  future. 


The  American  Legion  Market  Share 


The  overall  number  of  veterans  I 
eligible  for  Legion  membership 
■5,940,000  compared  to  those  who  are 
already  members  from 
sampled  eras.  Veterans  are 
listed  in  first  era  of  eligibility: 

3,457730 


538,500 


P  I  Eligible  to  Join 
U  Legion  Members 


WWII 


Korean  War     Vietnam  War 


1,892,610 


51,600 


Gulf  War 
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We  Plan 
to  Use  Our 
Spare  Time... 


You  may  be  the  key  to  a  successful  Census  2000! 

As  the  millennium  begins,  our  country  needs  an  accurate  count  of  the 
people  who  live  here.  Your  representation  in  Congress  and  share  of 
government  funds  for  roads,  health,  and  other  social  services  depend  on 
this.  In  the  spring  of  2000,  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  will  recruit  thousands  of 
people  to  take  the  Census.  The  job  requires  a  minimum  commitment  of  20 
hours  per  week,  usually  in  the  evenings  and  on  weekends.  This  temporary, 
part-time  job  will  last  approximately  four-to-six  weeks.  It's  a  perfect  job  for 
seniors  and  a  great  second  job.  It  pays  well  in  many  ways:  Census  takers 
earn  a  competitive  hourly  wage  and  the  respect  of  their  community. 
We  need  your  help  to  take  the  Census.  Call  the  toll  free  number  now 
to  apply. 


Visit  the  Census  2000  website  at: 
www.census.gov/jobs2000 

TDD  1-800-341-1310 

AN  IMPORTANT  JOB— THAT  PAVS 

The  Census  Bureau  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


^United  States 

Census 
2000 
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EING  DEALT  A  LOSING  HAND  in  life  is  really  a 
matter  of  perspective;  a  losing  hand,  it  seems,  can 
become  one's  strong  suit.  Max  Cleland  calls  it  "strong 
in  the  broken  places."  Indeed,  he  w  rote  a  book  bear- 
ing those  same  words  as  its  title. 

Cleland  knows  how  to  turn  a  losing  situation  into 
an  absolute  winner  -  he  has  survived  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death  to  scale  the  highest  pinnacles.  Having 
lost  both  legs  and  his  right  arm  in  a  grenade  explosion  in 
Vietnam,  he  reached  deep  within  himself  to  find  the  grit, 
determination  and  courage  to  fully  value  the  gift  that  is  life. 
In  the  years  following  that  tragic  day  in  1968,  he  was  elected 


to  the  Georgia  State  Senate  in  1970,  appointed  by  President 
Carter  as  head  of  the  Veterans  Administration  in  1977,  and 
elected  to  the  U.S.  Senate  in  1996. 

Sen.  Cleland  subsequently  wrote  a  book  entitled  "Going 
for  the  Max!"  in  which  he  reminds  himself '1hat  anyone  can  - 
and  should  -  live  life  as  a  daring  ad\cntiire."  The  book,  print- 
etl  by  Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers,  entices  the  reader 
with  12  principles  for  living  life  to  the  fullest.  Spattered  from 
end  to  end  with  inspirational  quotations  and  personal  testimo- 
ny, he  wrote  the  book  "for  evei'yone  out  there  going  through  a 
tough,  hurtful  time,  to  encourage  them  never  to  give  up;  to  live 
life  to  the  max  every  day  God  gives  them." 


The  following  are  brief  excerpts  jfom 
"Going  for  the  Max!"  bySen.Max  Cle- .  „ 
land  which  is  now  available  in  bookstores: 

Life  is  a  Daring  Adventure 

"What  could  be  worse  than  losing 
\'our  sight'.'"  someone  once  asked  Helen 
Keller,  who  had  lost  her  e>'esight  and 
hearing  after  an  early  childhood  illness. 

"Losing  your  vision,"  she  replied. 
Helen  Keller  had  leanied  that  despite 
disabilities  or  all  else  that  go  against  us 
in  life,  if  we  keep  our  vision  and  live  life 
as  a  daring  adventure,  our  most,  cher- 
ished dreams  can  come  true. 

I  have  to  challenge  myself  constantly 
not  to  lose  my  vision  about  what  I  can  be- 
come. I  have  to  remind  myself  constiintly 
that  life  is  a  daring  adventure  -  or  notliing! 

In  1996. 1  had  my  defining  moment.  I 
took  my  shot  at  the  U.S.  Senate  and 
made  a  hole-in-one.  I'm  living  proof 
that  your  dreams  cm  come  tme  if  you 
live  life  as  a  darmg  adventure! 

Risk  Changing 

"We  cannot  become  what  we  need  to 
be  by  remaining  what  we  are."  observed 
Max  DePree. 

Thomas  Carlyle  put  it  another  way 
when  he  wrote,  "Change  indeed  is 
painful,  yet  ever  needful." 

In  the  Twentv-thiid  Psalm,  David 


". .  .ifwebpoiirmion 
andlivelasadariiig 
adventiiri),  our  most  ckrishd 
dreams  can  comctnie." 


told  of  "the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death."  Interestingly,  I  think  it  was  not 
death,  but  the  shadow  of  death,  which 
unnerved  the  warrior  king.  I  can  identify 
with  David.  Shadows.  Fears.  Appari- 
tions. Apprehensions.  Guilt.  Soitow. 
Regret.  1  recognize  each  of  these  shad- 
ows. They  so  often  have  paralyzed  me 
and  prevented  me  from  going  for  the 
max  in  my  life. 

Life  happens.  We  must  learn  to 
change  or  be  stuck  in  our  ruts  forever.  11' 
we  do  chiuige,  joy  and  self-fulfillment 
can  be  the  exhilarating  result! 

Prepare  Yourself  to  Win 

Winston  Churchill  once  pointed  out: 
"To  all  of  us  comes  that  moment  in  life 


from  "Going  for  the  Max!" 


when  v^-e  are  literally  tapped  on  the  shoul- 
der to  do  a  very  .special  thing  unique  to 
ourselves  and  our  talents.  What  a  pity  if 
that  iiiomcnt  tinds  us  unprepared." 

Abraham  Lincoln  understood  the 
value  of  })reparing  himself  for  a  historic 
role,  "i  will  prepare  myself  and  mayhap 
my  chance  will  come."  said  Lincoln. 

Thomas  Jefferson  had  his  own  view 
of  preparation.  He  said  he  was  a  great 
believer  in  luck:  the  harder  he  v/orked, 
the  more  he  had  of  it. 

If  this  is  the  way  great  leaders  look  at 
the  value  of  preparafio!!,.  ihen  wc  must 
prepare  ourselves  also! 

You  Gotta  Believe 

V/hatever  we  want  in  life,  we've  gotta 
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"To  all  of  us  «s  that  moment  in  life  when  we  are 


special  thing  unipe  to  oiselves  and  our  talents. 


■  Winston  Churchi 


believe  it,  if  it's  going  to  happen. 

My  mother  and  father  have  lived  lives 
that  demonstrate  the  power  of  belief:  be- 
lieve in  yourself,  in  God,  in  hard  work,  in 
worthwhile  goals,  in  high  objectives,  in 
our  nation,  and  the  importance  of  serving 
others. 

There  is  a  great  power  in  belief.  It  is 
the  power  of  the  seed.  As  the  Bible  says, 
the  seed  need  not  be  big  -  in  fact,  it  can 
be  quite  small  -  but  it  does  have  to  be 
planted. 

I  believe  most  of  us  travel  in  a  condi- 
tion of  low  self-esteem.  It  prevents  us 
from  living  life  as  a  daring  adventure. 

I  have  to  remind  myself  to  believe,  not 
just  in  my  Creator,  but  in  what  my  Creator 
created  -  me.  I  need  to  constantly  remind 
myself,  "God  don't  make  no  junk." 

Turn  Your  Scars  into  Stars 

Elbert  Hubbard,  the  mai-velous 
American  writer  and  philosopher  at  the 
turn  of  the  century,  once  wrote  that 
when  we  die  and  go  to  heaven,  the  Lord 
will  not  ask  to  see  our  medals.  He  will 
ask  to  see  our  scars! 

We  should  look  closely  at  our  scars. 
They  cairy  within  them  the  stars  of  our 
future.  We  should  examine  our  hurts, 
fears,  and  tragedies,  but  we  should  ulti- 
mately let  them  go.  Otherwise,  we  will 
miss  the  opportunities  that  are  ours. 

No  matter  what  doors  shut,  others 
seem  to  open.  And  no  matter  how  low 
life  sinks,  there's  always  hope.  As 


Henry  Wads- 
worth  Longfellow 
phrased  it,  "The  lowest 
ebb  is  the  turn  of  the  tide." 
What  of  missed  opportu- 
nities? What  of  past  disas- 
ters? What  of  past  failures? 
These  are  in  the  past;  leave 
them  there.  They  are  the 
closed  doors.  Look  to  the 
open  ones. 

Think  Positively 

When  we  begin  to  look  beyond  our 
personal  scars  and  focus  on  our  stars, 
we  find  we  are  starting  to  think  and  act 
positively.  I've  discovered  that  when  I 
can  be  positive,  even  toward  negative 
situations,  positive  results  occur.  Posi- 
tive results,  of  course,  move  us  for- 
waid.  Positive  thinking  about  our 
goals,  our  dreams,  our  aspirations 
helps  us  to  go  for  the  max  and  live  a 
more  fulfilling  life. 

I've  found  in  my  life  that  if  I  think, 
believe,  and  act  positively,  rather  than 
negatively,  good  things  wiU  come  to  me. 

Reach  for  the  Sky 

Personally,  I've  found  excellence  as 
a  concept  is  like  reaching  for  the  sky. 

In  the  minds  of  the  ancient  Greeks, 
there  was  little  mysteiy  about  excenence. 
Excellence  meant  more  than  happiness; 
it  meant  something  you  did  every  day. 
Aristotle,  the  classic  Greek  philosopher, 
observed  that  "Excellence  is  a  habit." 

Many  people,  however,  don't  even 
try  to  do  better  or  be  better.  Because 
they  know  they  are  not  perfect,  they 
don't  put  out  the  effort!  But  excellence 
in  the  classic  Greek  sense  denotes  the 
act  of  trying  to  be  our  best.  Excellence 
is  about  pursuit  as  well  as  achieve- 
ment. It's  about  the  journey,  not  just 
the  destination. 

Press  On 

The  "Press  On"  motto  is  special  to 
me.  Wherever  I  am  and  whatever  I  am 
doing,  I  remember  my  buddies  who 


shared  with  me  the  unique  experiences 
of  the  Vietnam  War.  When  we  exchange 
Christmas  cards,  beside  our  signatures 
we  write,  "Press  On"  -  our  special  en- 
couragement to  one  another.  It's  our 
special  greeting  which  means,  "Hang  in 
there,  keep  the  faith,  we're  still  alive!" 

Sometimes  in  life,  regardless  of  how 
well  or  ill  we  have  Uved  it,  life  comes 
down  to  the  simple  question  of  whether 
or  not  we  really  want  to  survive.  If  the 
answer  is  yes,  then  sometimes  aU  we 
can  do  is  "press  on." 

The  truth  is  that  nothing  significant 
can  be  achieved  without  determination 
and  perseverance. 

Let  God  Work  Things  Out 

All  too  often,  and  especially  when  I 
sense  failure  gripping  me  by  the  throat,  I 
don't  feel  "religious."  In  fact,  that's  the 
last  thing  I  feel.  But,  if  we  have  any  faith 
at  all,  we  know  that  it's  at  times  like 
these  when  we  should  reach  out  to  our 
Creator.  I've  learned  the  wisdom  of  do- 
ing that. 

I've  found  I  do  need  the  Lord  -  for 
guidance,  strength,  endurance.  I've 
learned  the  necessity  of  "letting  go  and 
letting  God."  My  spiritual  discipline 
now  is  to  let  God  work  out  things  in 
my  fife. 

It's  comforting  to  know  that  I'm  not 
in  the  business  of  life  by  myself.  It's 
reassuring  to  believe  that  when  we  run 
out  of  strength,  the  Lord  wiU  carry  us  on 
His  shoulders.  When  I  approach  life 
with  tiiat  attitude  -  when  I  let  God  work 
out  things  -  my  can'ts  become 
transformed  into  cans,  my  disabilities 
into  possibilities,  my  scars  into  stars. 
Life  opens  up.  Doors  that  close  lead  to 
bigger  doors  that  open. 

Success  is  a  Team  Effort 

Whatever  success  I  have  attained,  I 
realize,  has  resulted  from  the  efforts  of 
countiess  others! 

First,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Lord 
has  led  me  in  His  footprints  throughout 
my  life  . . .  and  has  carried  me  many 
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On  the  50th  anniversary  of  World  War  II,  / 
a  famed  American  artist  re-creates  his  / 
greatest  work.  / 


.Viiniversary  of  World  WarTPTHe  Franklin  Mint  is  working 
with  the  original  sculptor,  Felix  de  Weldon,  to  re-create  this 
/Vmerican  masterpiece. 

It's  alive  with  action.  With  every  bold  detail  brilliantly  cap- 
tiu-ed  in  a  rich  sculptor's  blend  of  powdered  bronze  and  resins. 

Bring  the  full  power  and  glory  of  the  American  spirit  into 
your  home.  The  issue  price,  ^295.  Enter  your  order  by  the 

specified  date.  

 SATISFACTION  GUAIUNTEED  

If  you  wish  to  return  any  Franldin  Mint  purchase,  you  may  do  so  within 
30  days  of  your  receipt  of  that  purchase  for  replacement,  credit  or  refund. 

THE  IWO  JIMA  50th  ANNIVERSARY  MEMORIAL 


14036-86-001 

THE  FRANKLIN  MINT 

www.franklinnnint.com 


times,  though  I  did  not  know  it  and  I  did 
not  acknowledge  it! 

I  have  also  received  much  help  from 
family  and  friends. 

Teams  can  accomplish  miracles  when 
individuals  fail.  As  Daniel  Webster  once 
wrote,  "Men  do  jointly  what  they  cannot 
do  singly;  and  the  union  of  minds  and 
hands,  the  concentration  of  their  power, 
becomes  almost  omnipotent." 

Be  of  Good  Courage 

I've  discovered  that  courage  does  not 
come  from  some  substance  outside  youi- 
body  but  that  it  is  something  discovered 
deep  within  your  soul. 

Before  Viemam,  I  had  a  very  superfi- 
cial understanding  of  courage.  After 
completing  Army  paratrooper  school,  I 
thought  I  was  God's  gift  to  the  Army.  I 
possessed  the  classic  paratrooper's  view 
on  courage.  1  thought  courage  was  the 
absence  of  feai-. 

ITien  I  got  to  Viemam.  I  got  shot  at, 
rocketed,  mortared,  and  attacked.  During 
combat,  I  experienced  sheer  terror. 

I  have  been  half  scared  to  death 
many  times.  Later,  back  in  the  states,  I 
read  a  sign  on  a  church  bul- 
letin board  which 
helped  my 
thinking: 


"Courage  is  fear  which  has  said  its 
prayers." 

Jesus  said  we  must  lose  our  life  in 
order  to  save  it.  And  so  it  is.  We  cannot 
accomplish  what  we  need  to  accomplish 
unless  we  step  forward  in  courage. 

Enjoy  All  Things 

At  a  particularly  depressing  time  in  my 
life  in  1973, 1  came  across  a  marvelous 
personal  inspiration.  It  was  a  prayer. 

When  the  prayer  got  to  a  particular 
passage,  I  was  struck  by  the  phrase,  "I 
asked  for  all  things  that  T  might  enjoy 
life;  I  was  given  life  that  I  might  enjoy 
all  things." 

All  of  a  sudden  it  hit  me.  I  was  alive! 
1  had  survived  the  horror  of  war.  For 
what,  I  was  not  sure.  But  the  one  thing  I 
did  know  was  I  was  alive  to  now  enjoy 
all  of  life. 

I  have  treasured  that  poem  ever 
since.  Since  then,  I've  tried  to  make 
the  most  of  my  life  in  every  way  and 
relish  the  efforts  of  all  those  who  try  to 
do  the  same.  □ 

"Going  for  the  Max!"  ©  1999  by 
Max  Clelaiid.  Used  by  pemission  of 
Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers. 
All  rights  resen'ed. 

Article  design  and  illustrations: 
Holly  K.Soria 


lasWWforstMgtli, 
tktliiglitadiim; 

IwamadeweaMktl 
ffligM  learn  tiMbly  to  oky. 

laskedforytUWI 
might  do  pater  iings; 

1  was  given  infirmity  that  1 
might  do  better  things. 

1  asked  for  riches,  that  I 
might  be  happy; 

1  was  given  poverty,  that  I 
miitbewise. 


1  asked  for  power,  that  1 
might  have  the  praise  of  men; 

I  was  given  weakness,  that  I 
might  feel  the  need  of  y. 

I  asked  for  all  things,  that! 
might  enjoy  life; 

1  was  given  life,  that  1  might 
enjoy  all  things. 

1  got  nothing  that  1  asked  for 
but  everything  1  had  hoped  for. 

Almost  despite  myself,  my 
unspoken  prayers  were 
answered. 

1  among  all  men,  am  most 
richly  blessed. 

-  Prayer  of  an  unknown 
Confederate  soldier 
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Create  Your  Own  Outdoor 
Room...In  Just  Seconds! 


Introducing  The  Revolutionaiy 
SunSetter  Retractable  Awning! 

If  you're  tired  of  having  your  outdoor  enjoyment  rained  on.. .baked  out.. .or 
just  plain  ruined  by  unpredictable  weather. 

At  last  there  is  a  solution!  One  that  lets  you  take  control  of  the  weather  on 
your  deck  or  patio!  It's  the  incredible  SunSetter  Retractable  Awning!  A  simple... 
easy-to-use.. .&  affordable  way  to  outsmart  the  weather  and  start  enjoying  your 
deck  or  patio  more...ra/n  or  shine! 

The  SunSetter  is  like  adding  a  whole  extra  outdoor  room  to  your  home...  giving 
you  instant  protection  from  glaring  sun...or  sudden  showers!  Plus  it's  incredibly 
easy  to  use...opening  &  closing  effortlessly  in  less  than  30  seconds! 

So,  stop  struggling  with  the  weather... 
&  start  enjoying  your  deck  or  patio  more! 

Call  for  a  FREE  Catalog  &  Video! 
%  1-800-876-8060  Ext.  #6519 


Just  pull  on  the  handy  strap  &  your 
SunSetter  unrolls  effortlessly! 


You  choose  full  sun,  partial  shade  or 
total  protection  in  just  seconds! 


Ext. 
6519 


FREE  Catalog  &  Video 
Call  ToU-Free:  1-800-876-8060 

□  Yes!  Please  send  your  FREE  Catalog  &  Video... including 
Special  Savings  now  in  effect... TO  DAY! 

Name  

Address  

 State  Zip  


184  Charles  Street,  Dept.  6519  Maiden,  MA  02148 
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Legion  aviation  Post 
iias  been  flying  fiigli 
for  more  ttian  55  years. 

By  Layne  Cameron 

Assistant  Editor 
Pfiotos  by  Tom  Strattman 

NE  MINNESOTA  POST 

[doesn't  have  a  home  per 
A         se.  This  group  of  avia- 
■  tion  enthusiasts  doesn't 

I  seem  to  mind,  though. 

I  They  are  quite  content 

I  milling  about  their 

I         hangar  at  the  Crystal  Air- 
V         port  on  the  outsldrts  of 
Minneapohs.  Tucked 
away  in  this  aged  building 
and  suiTounding  airfield  are  enough  Avi- 
ation Post  5 1 1  aviators  (from  World 
War  IT  and  the  Korean  and  Vietnam 
wars),  planes,  helicopters  and  restoration 
projects  to  allow  its  members  to  stage  a 
Twin  Cities  airshow. 

Credit  for  starting  an  all-pilot  Post 


goes  to  Clarence  Hinck  who  fourSeJTlie 
unit  in  1945  to  capitalize  on  the  influx  of 
returning  World  War 
n  pilots.  Years  later, 
the  Post  expanded  its 
limited  scope  to  boost 
membership.  "In  1968 
we  extended  member- 
ship to  anyone  inter- 
ested in  aviation,"  said 
Post  member  Berne 
Bredesen. 


Tour  of  Duty.  Hover- 
ing at  1,500  feet, 
Corey  Thompson  has 
one  of  the  best  views 
of  the  Post  and  its  sur- 
rounding suburbs.  The 
PUFL  member  guides 
the  R-44  Astro  heli- 
copter on  a  northwest- 
erly trajectory  away 
from  Minneapohs,  affording  passengers 
a  spectacular  view  of  the  fire-hued  fo- 
Mage  and  black-glass  lakes.  The  leisure- 
ly tour  is  a  welcome  promotion  from  his 
fledgling  flights  of  buzzing  Hueys 
through  the  moun- 


Arne, 

Aviation  Post  511  Adjutant 


tains  of  Vietnam.  "Before  enlisting,  I 
never  flew  in  my  life,"  said  Thompson. 

"Then  I  passed  the 
aviation  test,  logged 
212  hours  of  flight 
time  and  went  over  to 
Vietnam." 

Upon  his  return 
home,  the  Hennepin 
County  Sheriff  cap- 
tain grounded  himself 
for  14  years.  As  is  the 
case  with  many  pi- 
lots, he  learned  old 
habits  crash  haid. 
Thompson  renewed 
his  license  and  began 
shuttling  corporate 
clients  part-time  for 
Helicopter  Flight, 
Inc.,  based  at  the 
Crystal  Airport.  In 
fact,  the  48-year-old 
hopes  to  fill  his  upcoming  retirement 
by  flying  for  HFI  and  logging  more 
volunteer  hours  with  the  Legion  and 
the  Viemam  Helicopter  Pilots  Associa- 
tion where  he  is  also  a  life  member. 
On  the  ground  at  Hangar  No.  2, 
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Legion  1,  fore- 
ground, flies  high 
as  Aviation  Post's 
signature  bird 
and  storied  air- 
craft. In  the  back- 
ground is  Ray 
Johnson's 
Beechcraft  Baron. 


Corey  Thompson  takes  the  R-44  Astro  helicopter  (also  picture5Willf!RPough  a  14- 

step  preflight  inspection  which  covers  everything  from  the  main  rotor  to  loose  tools 
in  the  cabin.  Thompson  -  a  community-minded,  Vietnam  veteran  helicopter  pilot  -  rep- 
resents a  younger  generation  of  aviators  the  Post  hopes  to  attract. 


better  known  as  the  Vem  Ame  Hangar 
(in  honor  of  the  long-time  Adjutant  and 
retired  commercial  pilot),  a  handful  of 
elder  members  agree  they  need  more 
younger  members  like  ITiompson.  "Af- 
ter 14  all-time  highs  in  membership,  last 
year  was  our  first  down  year,"  fretted 
Dick  Berg,  Membership  Chairman.  "I 
just  feel  like  pudding." 

The  goal  is  to  recruit  younger  mem- 
bers and  have  them  "take  the  stick"  from 
the  likes  of  Ame  who  has  been  Adjutant 
on  and  off  for  the  last  28  years.  Ame  is 
easy  enough  to  spot.  Simply  look  for  the 
Legionnaire  donning  the  "Sparky 's  Min- 
nesota Air  Tour"  jacket  and  a  Legion 
cap  weighted  with  enough  puis  to  draw 
jeers  from  his  buddies.  "He  needs  a  neck 
brace  to  hold  up  all  those  Aviation 
Roundup  pins,"  joked  Berg. 

The  Roundup.  According  to  an  article 
in  The  Mirmesota  Legiormaire,  "The 


objective  of  (the  Aviation  Roundup) 
since  the  early  years  of  the  modern-day 
event,  when  Clarence  Hinck  provided 
an  aii-plane  . . .  has  been  to  round  up 
every  available  member  before  the 
deadline."  To  help  the  Department 
reach  its  goal,  Ame  employed  his  own 
plane  -  the  Post's  signature  bird,  Le- 
gion /  -  to  fly  around  the  state  to  gath- 
er applications. 

The  1950  B-35  Bonanza  was  chris- 
tened Legion  1  when  Ame  bought  it  in 
1967.  "I  used  to  fly  dignitaries  around 
the  state,"  explained  Ame.  "I'd 
announce  to  the  tower,  'Legion  1,  com- 
ing in  for  a  landing.'  Then  they'd 
know  the  VIPs  were  on  the  plane." 

One  particular  trip  -  as  indicated  by 
his  jacket  -  conjures  fond  memories  for 
Ame.  When  H.F.  "Sparky"  Gierke  came 
to  visit  Minnesota  as  National  Comman- 
der, Ame  arranged  an  aerial  tour.  The 
four-day  trip  covered  15  Posts  and  every 


Ray  Johnson  tweaks  his  450-horsepower 
Pratt  &  Whitney  that  will  power  his  1943 
Stearman  this  spring.  The  retired  com- 
mercial pilot  has  spent  nearly  20  years 
restoring  the  plane. 

District.  "I  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  tour," 
recalled  Gierke.  "Everything  except  the 
sub-zero  weather." 

Over  the  years,  the  ownership  of 
Legion  1  has  changed,  but  the  plane 
stiU  remains  a  part  of  the  Post.  Legion- 
naire Glen  Smith  bought  the  plane  12 
years  ago,  retained  its  moniker  and 
stows  it  a  short  walk  from  its  old 
hangar. 

His  true  love,  however,  stands  idle 
in  his  personal  hangar.  At  the  forefront 
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Hy-Boii  Funnies 

PAST  VOLUMES  of  r/je 
American  Legion 
Magazine's  predecessor, 
The  American  Legion 
Monthly,  reveal  a  history  steeped 
in  aviation  -  ranging  from  heroic 
to  humorous. 

The  following  events,  no 
doubt,  fall  into  the  latter  category. 

Airborne  Nuptials.  The  February 
1929  edition  featured  Dr.  Fred 
Merritt  Stiles'  airborne  wedding  in 
"Cupid  Turns  Pilot."  Stiles,  of 
Waltham,  Mass.,  became  the  first 
Legionnaire  to  be  married  in  an 
airplane. 

"Dr.  Stiles  and  Mrs.  Lillie  M. 
Newcomb  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
were  married  in  an  airplane  in 
flight  over  Washington,  D.C., 
Nov.  6.  Dr.  StUes'  marriage 
followed  a  romance  which  had  its 
beginnings  in  the  wilds  of  Alaska 
several  years  ago  . . . 

"The  marriage  rite  in  the 
airplane  was  performed  by  the 
Rev.  Robert  Bums . . .  During  the 
wedding  Miss  Marguerette  Stiles, 
the  bridegroom's  daughter,  and 
Miss  Celestine  Powers  played 
ukulele  and  violin." 

The  exchange  of  marital  vows, 
no  doubt,  proved  to  be  a  high 
point  in  their  relationship. 

Airplane  Golf.  In  the  November 
1928  issue,  Legion  golfers 
redefined  the  term  "top  flight." 
Members  of  New  York  City 
Aviators  Post  spiced  up  the  placid 
game  when  they  replaced  their 
drivers  with  airplanes. 

"In  the  new  game . . .  two 
players  in  a  plane  steer  for  the 
green.  The  pilot  maneuvers  the 
plane  to  give  the  man  with  him  an 
opportunity  to  drop  a  golf  ball  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  flag." 

Needless  to  say,  dropping  a  ball 
from  a  speeding  aircraft  doesn't 
lend  itself  to  accuracy.  But  once 
the  ball  was  found,  the  "ground 
crew"  player  then  played  out  the 
hole  -  thus  creating  a  new  golfing 
adage,  "Fly  for  show,  and  putt  for 
dough." 

-L.C. 


nasi 

105  model  planes 
hanging  from  the 
ceiling,  a  collection 
of  deer  antlers, 
American  Flags,  a 
full-size  1935  Stude- 
baker  and  a  1941 
Ford  pickup)  sits 
Smith's  CJ-6  China 
Trainer.  "I've  had  13 
planes,  and  this  one 
will  be  my  last,"  said 
Smith.  The  Metro- 
politan Airport  Com- 
mission employee 
bought  the  plane  last 
March  and  plans  to  have  it  completely 
restored  sometime  this  year.  When  he 
retires  in  two  years  he  hopes  to  fly 
around  the  country,  displaying  his  reju- 
venated plane  at  airshows. 

The  More,  the  Merrier.  Smith  may 
have  some  company.  Parts  of  Ray  John- 


Glen  Smith  poses  next  to 
Legion  1.  He  is  ttie  second 
Legionnaire  from  Post  511  to 
own  ttie  aircraft. 


Legionnaire  Sandy 
Bushiey  has  wori<ed  as 
a  flight  nurse  for  the 
last  three  years.  She 
and  the  North  Memori- 
al Medical  Center  heli- 
copter crew  can  load 
equipment  and  be  air- 
borne in  10  minutes. 


son's  1943  Stearman  are 
scattered  in  neat  pUes 
inside  his  hangar.  He  has 
been  tinkering  with  the 
open-cockpit  craft  for 
nearly  20  years.  This 
spring,  however,  the  re- 
tired corporate  pilot 
hopes  to  fire  up  the  450- 
horsepower  Pratt  & 
Whitney  and  fly  to 
warmer  climes.  "The  first 
flight,  I'll  stay  close  to 
the  airport,"  said  John- 
son, half-jokingly. 
"There's  an  airshow 
down  in  Florida  I'd  like 
to  go  to.  That  would  be  a 
nice  way  to  break  in  the  engine." 

Dreams  of  sunnier  climes  aside,  most 
visitors  to  Post  5 1 1  concur  with  the  philo- 
sophical magnet  stuck  to  the  hangar's 
refrigerator:  "Pilots  are  just  plane  people 
with  a  special  air  about  them."  LJ 
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Call  Today  For  Free  Information  About  This  Remarkable  Hearing  Aid. 

The  Mirage  Hearing  Aid... 

So  Small  It's  Virtually  Invisible. 


Now  You 
See  It 


The  Miracle-Ear®  Mirage®  is  a  remarkable 
hearing  aid.  So  advanced  and  so  compact,  it 
fits  completely  into  the  ear  canal.  Mirage  is  vir- 
tually invisible  to  you  and  to  those  around  you! 

Within  this  tiny  hearing  aid,  we've  incorporat- 
ed some  of  our  most  advanced  technology  In 
fact,  Mirage  is  designed  to  maximize  your  nat- 
ural abiUty  to  hear  sounds.* 

No  More  Fussing 
With  Volume  Controls. 

With  the  Mirage  hearing  aid,  your  Miracle-Ear 
hearing  consultant  sets  the  volume  to  your 
hearing  requirements.  So  you  won't  have  to  fid- 
dle with  the  volume  control. 

Learn  More  - 
Send  for  FREE  Information  Library! 

This  educational  library  provides  you  with  a 
valuable  resource  dedicated  to  your  hearing 
health.  You'll  find  out  how  better  hearing 
might  mean  better  living  for  you. 


Now  You 
Donl 


The  "Hearing  Loss  &  You"  Information  Library 
contains  an  educational  videotape  designed  to 
show  you  how  your  Miracle-Ear®  representa- 
tive may  be  able  to  help  you  or  someone  you 
love  hear  better. 

You'll  also  receive  a  special  booklet:  "Your 
Guide  to  Hearing  Problems  ...  and  Hearing 
Solutions','  with  answers  to  important  ques- 
tions about  hearing  loss.  This  valuable  library 
is  yours  FREE  ...  just  for  asking.  So  call  today. 
All  this  valuable  information  is  yours  free 
when  you  dial 
1-800-896-6400. 
Or,  just  return 
the  attached  card. 
When  you  do, 
you'll  find  out  just 
how  remarkable 
the  Mirage 
hearing 
aid  is. 


Hearing 
Loss 
& 

You 


r" 


^^5^  Miracle-Ear- 

\jGC^  Hearing  Systems  by  Bausch  &  Lomb 


Call  Today  For  Your  Free  Information  Library:  1-800-896-6400 


*  Hearing  aids  won't  restore  natural  hearing.  Individual  experiences  may  vary  depending  on  proper  fit,  severity  of  hearing  loss,  accuracy  bp8064 
©1999  Dahlberg,  Inc.        of  evaluation  and  abihty  to  adapt  to  amplification.  Only  a  certified  Miracle-Ear  representative  can  determine  if  Mirage  is  right  for  you.  550165-010/A 


The  sizabie  PRC 
Army,  shown 
here  marching  in 
Beijing,  may 
pose  the  next 
dramatic  threat 
to  U.S.  security 
with  the  U.S.S.R. 
out  of  the  picture. 


I  HE  SINGLE-MOST  important  strategic 
■ — '  question  of  the  coming  decade  is  likely  to 
be:  Is  Communist  China  determined  to 
harm  the  United  States  or  its  vital  interests? 
The  second-most  im- 
portant question  is:  If 
so,  can  conflict  between 
our  nations  be  avoided 
on  terms  that  are  con- 
sistent with  the  American  people's 
security  and  liberties? 
■  t     Before  examining  these  impor- 
tant issues,  consider  this  observa- 
tion about  forecasts:  There  are  few 
inevitabilities  in  the  course  of  hu- 
man conduct.  Decisions  taken  -  or  not  taken  -  at  vari- 
ous points  along  the  road  can  and  do  shape  history.  In 
hindsight,  events  may  appear  to  be  inevitable.  But  they 
rarely  are. 

The  trouble  is  that,  when  living  through  a  transi- 
tional period,  we  often  are  unaware  of  the  turning 
points,  of  the  choices  being  made.  For  example,  take 
the  period  that  led  up  to  World  War  O. 

Today  we  can  clearly  see  evidence  that  the  Nazis 
and  Japanese  were  pursuing  courses  that  would  bring 
them  into  conflict  with  the  United  States  and  other 
Western  democracies.  We  can  also  see  the  missed 
opportunities  during  the  1930s  when  different  pohcies 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  Britain  and  France  might 
have  spared  the  world  the  conflagration  that  followed. 

Yet  at  the  time,  the  democracies  were  lulled  into 


"Feeding  the 
tiger  only  made 
Acometiack 
formore." 


inaction  by  the  seductive  appeal  of  those  who 
claimed  that  engaging  with  the  thugs  running  Ger- 
many and  Japan  on  their  terms  -  a  practice  that  came 
to  be  known  as  "appeasement"  -  would  spare  the 
West  the  tragic  costs  of  another  conflict. 

This  approach  was  tried  again  and  again  in  the  face 
of  what  proved  to  be  insatiable 
demands  by  members  of  the 
fascist  Axis.  Feeding  the  tiger 
only  made  it  come  back  for 
more.  Despite  the  fact  that  Greaf 
Britain  and  Nazi  Germany  were 
each  other's  largest  trading  part- 
ners, the  war  came  when  it  suit- 
ed Hitler. 


What  Beijing  Wants.  Unfortu- 
nately, I  believe  there  is  increasing  evidence  that  a  new 
conflict  with  an  authoritarian  regime  is  in  prospect,  this 
time  with  Communist  China.  As  in  the  1930s,  this  evi- 
dence is  somewhat  obscured  by  other  information  - 
what  intelMgence  experts  call  "noise."  Some  of  it  is 
genuine.  Some  of  it  is  misinformation. 

The  difficulty  of  understanding  which  is  which 
is  greatly  compounded  by  the  efforts  of  those,  like 
their  counterparts  of  60  years  ago,  who  tell  us  that 
engagement  will  prevent  conflict,  that  expanding 
trade  and  accommodation  of  China's  demands  will 
ensure  that  peaceful  relations  between  our  two 
countries  are  preserved. 

In  fact,  trade  and  accommodation  will  not  necessari- 
ly prevent  conflict  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China 
any  more  than  it  caused  Hitler  to  refrain  frora  attack- 
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ing  Britain's  allies  and,  in  due  course, 
England  herself.  China  is,  after  all,  not 
the  United  States'  "strategic  partner." 

As  in  the  1930s,  we  ignore  evidence 
of  a  coming  struggle  with  China  at  our 
peril.  If  anything  will  make  that  conflict 
inevitable,  it  will  be  our  failure  to  ad- 
dress what  the  PRC  is  up  to  and  the 
strategic  implications  of  that  behavior 
and  policies  that  guide  it  for  our  vital 
interests  and  those  of  our  allies  in  Asia. 

Ominous  Trends.  Consider  the  follow- 
ing illustrative  list  of  China's  ominous 
activities.  Motivation  and  likely  reper- 
cussions of  these  activities  must  be  sep- 
arate from  the  "noise"  and  addressed 
effectively. 

■  The  PRC's  ambitious  militaiy  mod- 
ernization program: 

The  Communist  Chinese  are  engaged 
in  what  Mao  might  have  called  a  "Great 
Leap  Forward"  in  the  lethality  and  pow- 
er projection  capabilities  of  their  armed 
forces.  The  purpose  of  this  effort  is  clear 
to  those  guiding  the  PRC's  People's 
Liberation  Army:  to  neutralize  (prefer- 
ably without  a  war)  and,  if  necessary, 
defeat  what  the  PLA's  political  commis- 
sars constantly  refer  to  as  "the  main  ene- 
my" -  the  United  States. 

Importantly,  this  effort  is  guided  by  a 
strategy  of  Sun  Tzu,  ancient  China's 
most  famous  warrior-philosopher.  It  is 
not  meant  to  replicate  America's 


A  soldier  stands  at  attention  in  Tianan- 
men Square,  site  of  the  1989  student 
massacre.  U.S.  appeasement  of  Chinese 
human  rights  violations  may  prove  no 
more  successful  than  the  appeasement 
of  Hitler  in  WWII. 


China's  missile  strength  is  paraded  at  the  Tiananmen  gate  in  Beijing.  Without  a  mis- 
sile defense  system,  China's  missile  capability  threatens  many  major  U.S.  cities. 


mighty  military.  Rather,  it  is  being 
guided  by  a  desire  to  find  "asymmetric" 
means  of  exploiting  our  vulnerabilities. 
These  have  been  identified  as  including: 
the  United  States'  dependence  on  space 
for  communications,  navigation  and 
reconnaissance;  the  susceptibility  of  our 
advanced  electronic  equipment  to  dev- 
astating electromagnetic  pulse  weapons; 
the  current  inability  of  the  U.S.  Navy  to 
stop  the  sort  of  supersonic,  anti-ship 
missiles  China  is  now  acquiring  from 
Russia;  and  the  absence  of  American 
defenses  against  ballistic  missiles. 

Paiticularly  worrisome  is  the  fact  that 
China  is  acquiring  the  capability  to  ex- 
ploit these  vulnerabilities.  Worse  yet,  this 
is  being  done,  in  no  small  measure,  via 
technology  acquired  legally  or  illegally 
from  the  United  States  as  well  as  through 
a  growing  strategic  alliance  with  Russia. 

■  Dividing  and  intimidating  U.S.  allies 
in  the  region: 

The  Chinese  are  shrewdly  exploiting 
their  North  Korean  clients'  ballistic  mis- 
sile programs  (as  well  as  brandishing  the 
PRC's  own  inventory  of  offensive  mis- 
siles). A  principal  goal  is  to  convince 
Taiwan,  Japan,  the  Philippines  and 
South  Korea  that  their  ally,  the  United 
States,  is  a  declining  power  incapable  of 
defending  them,  making  accommoda- 
tion with  Beijing  the  only  option  for 
containing  the  threat.  China's  president, 
Jiang  Zemin,  has  made  the  point  directly 
and  bluntly  in  announcing  that  "Asian 
values"  (code  words  for  authoritarian 
subordination  of  the  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual to  the  good  of  the  masses)  are  a 
basis  for  a  "new  world  order." 

■  China's  espionage: 

In  the  wake  of  the  still-unfolding  spy 


scandal  at  Los  Alamos,  there  is  a  grow- 
ing awareness  of  the  unprecedented 
magnitude  of  PRC  efforts  to  collect  clas- 
sified and  other  sensitive  information  in 
the  United  States.  Notably,  Paul  Moore, 
who  for  many  years  served  as  the  FBI's 
top  counterintelligence  expert  for  China, 
has  described  this  effort  as  massive, 
comprehensive,  patient  and  deadly.  It 
differs  dramatically  from  the  problem 
posed  by  Soviet  moles  and  other  agents 
during  the  Cold  War.  By  exploiting  the 
family  ties  and  sentimental  attachment 
to  the  motherland  of  many  overseas  Chi- 
nese, the  pool  of  individuals  who  can  be 
induced  or  compelled  to  gather  even 
seemingly  inconsequential  data  makes 
the  challenge  of  tracking,  to  say  nothing 
of  counteracting,  PRC  espionage  stupi- 
fyingly  difficult. 

■  China's  penetration  of  our 
hemisphere: 

From  Canada  to  Brazil,  Beijing  is 
making  steady  inroads  into  the  Western 
hemisphere.  Its  operations  include: 
drug,  alien  and  arms  smuggling  opera- 
tions; replacing  the  Soviet  Union  as 
Cuba's  principal  international  patron; 
developing  military  ties  with  America's 
friends  like  Ecuador  and  Paraguay;  mil- 
itarily relevant  space  cooperation  with 
Brazil;  introducing  PLA  combat  engi- 
neer brigades  into  Latin  America  in  the 
name  of  assisting  in  infrastructure  de- 
velopment; and  securing,  via  a  Chinese 
company  with  close  ties  to  the  PRC's 
military  and  intelligence  services,  effec- 
tive control  of  the  Panama  Canal. 

■  The  PRC's  increasing  assertiveness 
around  the  Pacific  Rim  arid  Asia: 

In  Pakistan  and  Myanmar,  in 
Malaysia  and  waters  claimed  by  the 
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What  will  you  do  on  the  day 
you  discover  Celebrex? 

The  #1  selling  brand  of  prescription  arthritis  medii 
delivers  powerful  relief  of  your  arthritis  pain  and 
inflammation.  Celebrex  is  a  scientific  breakthrough: 
the  first  product  to  target  only  the  COX-2  enzyme. 
By  effectively  reducing  pain,  inflammation  and 
stiffness,  Celebrex  can  help  you  through  the  day 
with  activities  like  standing,  walking  or  climbing 
stairs,  and  through  the  night  while  resting  in  bed. 

You  should  not  take  Celebrex  in  late 
pregnancy  or  if  you  have  had  aspirin-sensitive  asthma 
or  allergic-type  reactions  to  aspirin,  arthritis  medications 
or  certain  sulfa  drugs  called  sulfonamides.  In  rare  cases,  serious 
stomach  problems  such  as  bleeding  can  occur  without  warning.  Be  sure  to  tell  your 
doctor  if  you  have  kidney  or  liver  problems. 

Celebrex  has  been  extensively  studied  in  large  clinical  trials.  The  most  common 
side  effects  were  indigestion,  diarrhea  and  abdominal  pain.  The  percentage  of  patients 
who  stopped  taking  Celebrex  due  to  all  side  effects  (7. 1%)  was  similar  to  sugar  pill  (6. 1%). 

This  information  cannot  replace  your  doctor's  advice.  Only  your  doctor  can  assess 
the  benefits  and  risks  to  decide  if  Celebrex  is  right  for  you. 

The  #1  selling  brand  of  prescription  arthritis  pain  medicine. 

CELEBREX^ 

(CELECOXIB  CAPSULES)2SoSi 

Call  I  -888-326-8469  or  visit  www.celebrex.conn  for  more  information. 

*Does  not  include  generic  products. 
IMS  National  Prescription  Audit  1/1/99  -  9/30/99 
©1999Searle  CE18318T 


Please  see  following  page  for  important  product  information. 
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BRIEF  SUMMARY-CELEBREX™  (celecoxib  capsules) 


nazole  at  200  mg  QD  r 


f  RA  in  adults. 


INDICATIONS  AND  USAGE 

For  relief  of  the  signs  and  symptoms  c 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 

Celebrex  is  contraindicated  in  patients  with  known  hypersensitivity  to  celecoxib.  CELEBREX 
should  not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  demonstrated  allergic-type  reactions  to  sulfonamides. 
Celebrex  should  not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  experienced  asthma,  urticaria,  or  allergic- 
type  reactions  after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs.  Severe,  rarely  fatal,  anaphylactic-like  reactions 
to  NSAIOs  have  been  reported  in  such  patients  (see  WARNINGS  — Anaphylactoid  Reactions,  and 
PRECAUTIONS-Preexisting  Asthma). 
WARNINGS 

Gastrointestinal  (Gil  Effects  —  Risk  of  Gl  Ulceration,  Bleeding,  and  Perforation:  Serious  Gl 
toxicity  such  as  bleeding,  ulceration,  and  perforation  of  the  stomach,  small  intestine  or  large 
intestine,  can  occur  at  any  time,  with  or  without  warning  symptoms,  in  patients  treated  with 
NSAIDs.  Minor  upper  Gl  problems,  such  as  dyspepsia,  are  common  and  may  also  occur  at  any 
time  during  NSAID  therapy.  Therefore,  physicians  and  patients  should  remain  alert  for  ulcera- 
tion and  bleeding,  even  in  the  absence  of  previous  Gl  tract  symptoms.  Patients  should  be 
informed  about  the  signs  and/or  symptoms  of  serious  Gl  toxicity  and  the  steps  to  take  if  they 
occur.  Only  1/5  patients  who  develop  a  serious  upper  Gl  adverse  event  on  NSAID  therapy  is 
symptomatic.  Upper  Gl  ulcers,  gross  bleeding  or  perforation,  caused  by  NSAIDs,  appear  to  occur 
in  approximately  1%  of  patients  treated  for  3-6  months,  and  in  about  2-4%  of  patients  treated 
for  one  year.  These  trends  continue  thus,  increasing  the  likelihood  of  developing  a  serious  Gl 
event  at  some  time  during  the  course  of  therapy.  However,  even  short-term  therapy  is  not  without 
risk.  It  is  unclear,  at  the  present  time,  how  the  above  rates  apply  to  CELEBREX  (see  CLINICAL 
STUDIES  -  Special  Studies  in  the  complete  prescribing  information).  Among  5,285  patients  who 
received  CELEBREX  in  controlled  clinical  trials  of  1  to  6  months  duration  (most  were  3  month 
studies)  at  a  daily  dose  of  200  mg  or  more,  2  (0.04%)  experienced  significant  upper  Gl  bleeding, 
at  14  and  22  days  after  initiation  of  dosing.  Approximately  40%  of  these  5,285  patients  were  in 
studies  that  required  them  to  be  free  of  ulcers  by  endoscopy  at  study  entry.  Thus  it  is  unclear 
if  this  study  population  is  representative  of  the  general  population.  Prospective,  long-term  studies 
required  to  compare  the  incidence  of  serious,  clinically  significant  upper  Gl  adverse  events  in 
patients  taking  CELEBREX  vs.  comparator  NSAID  products  have  not  been  performed.  NSAIDs 
should  be  prescribed  with  extreme  caution  in  patients  with  a  prior  history  of  ulcer  disease  or 
Gl  bleeding.  Most  spontaneous  reports  of  fatal  Gl  events  are  in  elderly  or  debilitated  patients 
and  therefore  special  care  should  be  taken  in  treating  this  population.  To  minimize  the  poten- 
tial risk  for  an  adverse  Gl  event,  the  lowest  effective  dose  should  be  used  for  the  shortest 
possible  duration.  For  high  risk  patients,  alternate  therapies  that  do  not  involve  NSAIDs  should 
be  considered.  Studies  have  shown  that  patients  with  a  prior  history  of  peptic  ulcer  disease 
and/or  Gl  bleeding  and  who  use  NSAIDs,  have  a  greater  than  10-fold  higher  risk  for  develop- 
ing a  Gl  bleed  than  patients  with  neither  of  these  risk  factors.  In  addition  to  a  past  history  of 
ulcer  disease,  pharmacoepidemiological  studies  have  identified  several  other  co-therapies  or 
co-morbid  conditions  that  may  increase  the  risk  for  Gl  bleeding  such  as:  treatment  with  oral 
corticosteroids,  treatment  with  anticoagulants,  longer  duration  of  NSAID  therapy,  smoking,  alco- 
holism, older  age,  and  poor  general  health  status. 

Anaphylactoid  Reactions:  As  with  NSAIDs  in  general,  anaphylactoid  reactions  may  occur  in 
patients  without  known  prior  exposure  to  CELEBREX.  In  post-marketing  experience,  very  rare 
cases  of  anaphylactic  reactions  and  angioedema  have  been  reported  in  patients  receiving 
Celebrex.  Celebrex  should  not  be  given  to  patients  with  the  aspirin  triad.  This  symptom  complex 
typically  occurs  in  asthmatic  patients  who  experience  rhinitis  with  or  without  nasal  polyps,  or 
who  exhibit  severe,  potentially  fatal  bronchospasm  after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs  (see 
CONTRAINDICATIONS  and  PRECAUTIONS-Preexisting  Asthma).  Emergency  help  should  be 
sought  in  cases  where  an  anaphylactoid  reaction  occurs. 
Advanced  Renal  Disease:  Treatment  with  CELEBREX  is  not  recommended. 

Pregnancy:  In  late  pregnancy  CELEBREX  should  be  avoided  because  it  may  cause  premature 

closure  of  the  ductus  arteriosus. 

PRECAUTIONS 

General:  CELEBREX  cannot  be  expected  to  substitute  for  corticosteroids  or  to  treat  corticosteroid 
insufficiency.  The  pharmacological  activity  of  CELEBREX  in  reducing  inflammation,  and  possibly 
fever,  may  diminish  the  utility  of  these  diagnostic  signs  in  detecting  infectious  complications 
of  presumed  noninfectious,  painful  conditions. 

Hepatic  Effects:  Borderline  elevations  of  one  or  more  liver  tests  may  occur  in  up  to  15%  of 
patients  taking  NSAIDs,  and  notable  elevations  of  ALT  or  AST  (approximately  three  or  more 
times  the  upper  limit  of  normal)  have  been  reported  in  approximately  1%  of  patients  in  clinical 
trials  with  NSAIDs.  These  laboratory  abnormalities  may  progress,  may  remain  unchanged,  or 
may  be  transient  with  continuing  therapy  Rare  cases  of  severe  hepatic  reactions,  including 
jaundice  and  fatal  fulminant  hepatitis,  liver  necrosis  and  hepatic  failure  (some  with  fatal  outcome) 
have  been  reported  with  NSAIDs.  In  controlled  clinical  trials  of  CELEBREX,  the  incidence  of  border 
line  elevations  of  liver  tests  was  6%  for  CELEBREX  and  5%  for  placebo,  and  approximately  0.2% 
of  patients  taking  CELEBREX  and  0.3%  of  patients  taking  placebo  had  notable  elevations  of  ALT 
and  AST.  A  patient  with  symptoms  and/or  signs  suggesting  liver  dysfunction,  or  in  whom  an 
abnormal  liver  test  has  occurred,  should  be  monitored  carefully  for  evidence  of  the  develop- 
ment of  a  more  severe  hepatic  reaction  while  on  therapy  with  CELEBREX.  If  clinical  signs  and 
symptoms  consistent  with  liver  disease  develop,  or  if  systemic  manifestations  occur  (e.g.,  eosin- 
ophilia,  rash,  etc.),  CELEBREX  should  be  discontinued. 

Renal  Effects:  Long-term  administration  of  NSAIDs  has  resulted  in  renal  papillary  necrosis  and 
other  renal  injury.  Renal  toxicity  has  also  been  seen  in  patients  in  whom  renal  prostaglandins 
have  a  compensatory  role  in  the  maintenance  of  renal  perfusion.  In  these  patients,  adminis- 
tration of  an  NSAID  may  cause  a  dose-dependent  reduction  in  prostaglandin  formation  and, 
secondarily,  in  renal  blood  flow,  which  may  precipitate  overt  renal  decompensation.  Patients  at 
greatest  risk  of  this  reaction  are  those  with  impaired  renal  function,  heart  failure,  liver  dys- 
function, those  taking  diuretics  and  ACE  inhibitors,  and  the  elderly  Discontinuation  of  NSAID 
therapy  is  usually  followed  by  recover/  to  the  pretreatment  state.  Clinical  trials  with  CELEBREX 
have  shown  renal  effects  similar  to  those  observed  with  comparator  NSAIDs,  Caution  should 
be  used  when  initiating  treatment  with  CELEBREX  in  patients  with  considerable  dehydration.  It 
is  advisable  to  rehydrate  patients  first  and  then  start  therapy  with  CELEBREX.  Caution  is  also 
recommended  in  patients  with  pre-existing  kidney  disease  (see  WARNINGS  — Advanced  Renal 

Hematological  Effects:  Anemia  may  occur.  In  controlled  clinical  trials  the  incidence  of  anemia 
was  0.6%  with  CELEBREX  and  0.4%  with  placebo.  Patients  on  long-term  treatment  with  CELEBREX 
should  have  their  hemoglobin  or  hematocrit  checked  if  they  exhibit  any  signs  or  symptoms  of 
anemia  or  blood  loss.  CELEBREX  does  not  generally  affect  platelet  counts,  prothrombin  time 
(PT),  or  partial  thromboplastin  time  (PTT),  and  does  not  appear  to  inhibit  platelet  aggregation 
at  indicated  dosages  (See  CLINICAL  STUDIES -Special  Studies -Platelets  in  the  complete 
prescribing  information). 

Fluid  Retention  and  Edema:  Fluid  retention  and  edema  may  occur  (see  ADVERSE  REACTIONS). 
Therefore,  CELEBREX  should  be  used  with  caution  in  patients  with  fluid  retention,  hypertension, 
or  heart  failure. 
Preexisting  Asthma:  Do  not  l 
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is  an  inhibitor  of  cytochrome  P450  2D6.  Therefore,  there  is  a  poten 
action  with  drugs  that  are  metabolized  by  P450  2D6.  ACE-inhibitors:  Reports  suggest  that 
NSAIDs  may  diminish  the  antihypertensive  effect  of  Angiotensin  Converting  Enzyme  (ACE)  inhib- 
itors. This  interaction  should  be  given  consideration  in  patients  taking  CELEBREX  concomitantly 
with  ACE-inhibitors.  Furosemide:  Clinical  studies,  as  well  as  post  marketing  observations,  have 
shown  that  NSAIDs  can  reduce  the  natriuretic  effect  of  furosemide  and  thiazides  in  some 
patients.  This  response  has  been  attributed  to  inhibition  of  renal  prostaglandin  synthesis. 
Aspirin:  CELEBREX  can  be  used  with  low  dose  aspirin.  However,  concomitant  administration  of 
aspirin  with  CELEBREX  may  result  in  an  increased  rate  of  Gl  ulceration  or  other  complications, 
compared  to  use  of  CELEBREX  alone  (see  CLINICAL  STUDIES-Special  Studies  -  Gastrointesti- 
nal in  the  complete  prescribing  information).  Because  of  its  lack  of  platelet  effects,  CELEBREX 
is  not  a  substitute  for  aspirin  for  cardiovascular  prophylaxis.  Fluconazole:  Concomitant  admin- 
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prothrombin  time  in  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  concurrently  with 
warfarin.  Carcinogenesis,  mutagenesis,  impairment  of  fertility:  Celecoxib  was  not  carcinogenic 
in  rats  given  oral  doses  up  to  200  mg/kg  for  males  and  10  mg/kg  for  females  (approximately 
2-  to  4-fold  the  human  exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  or  in  mice  given 
oral  doses  up  to  25  mg/kg  for  males  and  50  mg/kg  for  females  (approximately  equal  to  human 
exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  for  two  years.  Celecoxib  was  not  muta- 
genic in  an  Ames  test  and  a  mutation  assay  in  Chinese  hamster  ovary  (CHO)  cells,  nor  clas- 
togenic  in  a  chromosome  aberration  assay  in  CHO  cells  and  an  in  vivo  micronucleus  test  in 
rat  bone  marrow.  Celecoxib  did  not  impair  male  and  female  fertility  in  rats  at  oral  doses  up 
to  500  mg/kg/day  (approximately  11-fold  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  based  on  the  AUCo-24). 
Pregnancy:  Teratogenic  effects:  Pregnancy  Category  C.  Celecoxib  was  not  teratogenic  in  rabbits 
up  to  an  oral  dose  of  60  mg/kg/day  (equal  to  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  as  measured  by 
AUCo-24):  however,  at  oral  doses  3150  mg/kg/day  (approximately  2-fold  human  exposure  at  200 
mg  BID  as  measured  by  AUCo^24),  an  increased  incidence  of  fetal  alterations,  such  as  ribs  fused, 
sternebrae  fused  and  sternebrae  misshapen,  was  observed.  A  dose-dependent  increase  in  dia- 
phragmatic hernias  was  observed  in  one  of  two  rat  studies  at  oral  doses  5:30  mg/kg/day 
(approximately  6-fold  human  exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  There  are  no 
studies  in  pregnant  women.  CELEBREX  should  be  used  during  pregnancy  only  if  the  potential 
benefit  justifies  the  potential  risk  to  the  fetus.  Nonteratogenic  effects:  Celecoxib  produced  pre- 
implantation  and  post-implantation  losses  and  reduced  embryo/fetal  survival  in  rats  at  oral 
dosages  350  mg/kg/day  (approximately  6-fold  human  exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200 
mg  BID).  These  changes  are  expected  with  inhibition  of  prostaglandin  synthesis  and  are  not 
the  result  of  permanent  alteration  of  female  reproductive  function,  nor  are  they  expected  at 
clinical  exposures.  No  studies  have  been  conducted  to  evaluate  the  effect  of  celecoxib  on  the 
closure  of  the  ductus  arteriosus  in  humans.  Therefore,  use  of  CELEBREX  during  the  third  tri- 
mester of  pregnancy  should  be  avoided.  Labor  and  delivery:  Celecoxib  produced  no  evidence 
of  delayed  labor  or  parturition  at  oral  doses  up  to  100  mg/kg  in  rats  (approximately  7-fold  human 
exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  The  effects  of  CELEBREX  on  labor  and 
delivery  in  pregnant  women  are  unknown.  Nursing  mothers:  It  is  not  known  whether  this  drug 
is  excreted  in  human  milk.  Because  many  drugs  are  excreted  in  human  milk  and  because  of 
the  potential  for  serious  adverse  reactions  in  nursing  infants  from  CELEBREX,  a  decision  should 
be  made  whether  to  discontinue  nursing  or  to  discontinue  the  drug,  taking  into  account  the 
importance  of  the  drug  to  the  mother 

Pediatric  Use:  Safety  and  effectiveness  in  pediatric  patients  below  the  age  of  18  years  have  not 
been  evaluated. 

Geriatric  Use:  Of  the  total  number  of  patients  who  received  CELEBREX  in  clinical  trials,  more 
than  2,100  were  65-74  years  of  age,  while  approximately  800  additional  patients  were  75  years 
and  over.  While  the  incidence  of  adverse  experiences  tended  to  be  higher  in  elderly  patients. 
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gation,  the  results  were  not  different  between  elderly  and  young  volunteers. 
ADVERSE  REACTIONS 

Adverse  events  occurring  in  ^2%  of  Celebrex  patients  regardless  of  causality  at  recomn 
doses  (N=4146|:  abdominal  pain  4.1%,  diarrhea  5.6%,  dyspepsia  8.8%,  flatulence  2.2%,  nausea 
3.5%,  back  pain  2.8%,  peripheral  edema  2.1%,  injury-accidental  2.9%,  dizziness  2.0%,  headache 
15.8%,  insomnia  2.3%,  phar/ngitis  2.3%,  rhinitis  2.0%,  sinusitis  5.0%,  upper  respiratory  tract 
infection  8.1%,  rash  2.2%.  In  placebo-  or  active-controlled  clinical  trials,  the  discontinuation  rate 
due  to  adverse  events  was  7.1%  for  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  and  6.1%  for  patients  receiv- 
ing placebo.  Among  the  most  common  reasons  for  discontinuation  due  to  adverse  events  in 
the  CELEBREX  treatment  groups  were  dyspepsia  and  abdominal  pain  (cited  as  reasons  for  dis- 
continuation in  0.8%  and  0.7%  of  CELEBREX  patients,  respectively).  Among  patients  receiving 
placebo.  0.6%  discontinued  due  to  dyspepsia  and  0.6%  withdrew  due  to  abdominal  pain.  The 
following  adverse  events  occurred  in  0.1-1.9%  of  patients  regardless  of  causality. 
Celebrex  (100-200  mg  BID  or  200  mg  QD):  Gl:  Constipation,  diverticulitis,  dysphagia,  eructa- 
tion, esophagitis,  gastritis,  gastroenteritis,  gastroesophageal  reflux,  hemorrhoids,  hiatal  hernia, 
melena,  dry  mouth,  stomatitis,  tenesmus,  tooth  disorder  vomiting;  Cardiovascular:  Aggravated 
hypertension,  angina  pectoris,  coronary  artery  disease,  myocardial  infarction;  General:  Allergy 
aggravated,  allergic  reaction,  asthenia,  chest  pain,  cyst  NOS,  edema  generalized,  face  edema, 
fatigue,  fever,  hot  flushes,  influenza-like  symptoms,  pain,  peripheral  pain;  Resistance  mecha- 
nism disorders:  Herpes  simplex,  herpes  zoster,  infection  bacterial,  infection  fungal,  infection 
soft  tissue,  infection  viral,  moniliasis,  moniliasis  genital,  otitis  media;  Central,  peripheral  nervous 
system:  Leg  cramps,  hypertonia,  hypoesthesia,  migraine,  neuralgia,  neuropathy,  paresthesia, 
vertigo;  Female  reproductive:  Breast  fibroadenosis,  breast  neoplasm,  breast  pain,  dysmenor- 
rhea, menstrual  disorder,  vaginal  hemorrhage,  vaginitis;  Male  reproductive:  Prostatic  disorder; 
Hearing  and  vestibular:  Deafness,  ear  abnormality,  earache,  tinnitus;  Heart  rate  and  rhythm: 
Palpitation,  tachycardia;  Liver  and  biliary  system:  Hepatic  function  abnormal,  SGOT  increased, 
SGPT  increased;  Metabolic  and  nutritional:  BUN  increased,  CPK  increased,  diabetes  mellitus, 
hypercholesterolemia,  hyperglycemia,  hypokalemia,  NPN  increase,  creatinine  increased,  alkaline 
phosphatase  increased,  weight  increase;  Musculoskeletal:  Arthralgia,  arthrosis,  bone  disorder, 
fracture  accidental,  myalgia,  neck  stiffness,  synovitis,  tendinitis;  Platelets  (bleeding  or  clotting): 
Ecchymosis,  epistaxis,  thrombocythemia;  Psychiatric:  Anorexia,  anxiety,  appetite  increased, 
depression,  nervousness,  somnolence;  Hemic:  Anemia;  Respiratory:  Bronchitis,  bronchospasm, 
bronchospasm  aggravated,  coughing,  dyspnea,  laryingitis,  pneumonia;  Skin  and  appendages: 
Alopecia,  dermatitis,  nail  disorder,  photosensitivity  reaction,  pruritus,  rash  erythematous,  rash 
maculopapular  skin  disorder,  skin  dry.  sweating  increased,  urticaria;  Application  site  disorders: 
Cellulitis,  dermatitis  contact,  injection  site  reaction,  skin  nodule;  Special  senses:  Taste  perver- 
sion; Urinary  system:  Albuminuria,  cystitis,  dysuria,  hematuria,  micturition  frequency,  renal 
calculus,  urinary  incontinence,  urinary  tract  infection;  Vision:  Blurred  vision,  cataract,  conjunc- 
tivitis, eye  pain,  glaucoma. 

Other  serious  adverse  reactions  which  occur  rarely  (<0.1%),  regardless  of  causality:  The  fol- 
lowing serious  adverse  events  have  occurred  rarely  in  patients,  taking  CELEBREX.  Cardiovascular: 
Syncope,  congestive  heart  failure,  ventricular  fibrillation,  pulmonary  embolism,  cerebrovascular 
accident,  peripheral  gangrene,  thrombophlebitis;  Gl:  Intestinal  obstruction,  intestinal  perfora- 
tion, Gl  bleeding,  colitis  with  bleeding,  esophageal  perforation,  pancreatitis,  cholelithiasis,  ileus; 
Hemic  and  lymphatic:  Thrombocytopenia;  Nervous  system:  Ataxia;  Renal:  Acute  renal  failure; 
General:  Sepsis,  sudden  death. 
OVERDOSAGE 

Symptoms  following  acute  NSAID  overdoses  are  usually  limited  to  lethargy,  drowsiness,  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  epigastric  pain,  which  are  generally  reversible  with  supportive  care.  Gl  bleeding 
can  occur  Hypertension,  acute  renal  failure,  respiratory  depression  and  coma  may  occur,  but 
are  rare.  Anaphylactoid  reactions  have  been  reported  with  therapeutic  ingestion  of  NSAIDs, 
and  may  occur  following  an  overdose.  Patients  should  be  managed  by  symptomatic  and  sup- 
portive care  following  an  NSAID  overdose.  There  are  no  specific  antidotes.  No  information  is 
available  regarding  the  removal  of  celecoxib  by  hemodialysis,  but  based  on  its  high  degree  of 
plasma  protein  binding  (>97%)  dialysis  is  unlikely  to  be  useful  in  overdose.  Emesis  and/or 
activated  charcoal  160  to  100  g  in  adults,  1  to  2  g/kg  in  children)  and/or  osmotic  cathartic  may 
be  indicated  in  patients  seen  within  4  hours  of  ingestion  with  symptoms  or  following  a  large 
overdose.  Forced  diuresis,  alkalinization  of  urine,  hemodialysis,  or  hemoperfusion  may  not  be 
useful  due  to  high  protein  binding.  -10/15/99  ■  CE18254V 
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Philippines,  Beijing  is  establishing  re- 
lationships, bases  and  intelligence  col- 
lection facilities  that  offer  China  un- 
precedented opportunities  to  project  its 
power  and  influence. 

■  Chinese  proliferation: 

The  PRC  sees  its  trade  in  weapons 
technology  as  a  powerful  vehicle  for 
winning  friends  and  influence  with  use- 
ful rogue  states  such  as  Libya,  Syria, 
Iraq,  Iran  and  North  Korea.  By  so  do- 
ing, the  Chinese  are  greatly  exacerbat- 
ing the  power  of  anti-U.S.  forces. 

■  Penetration  of  the  U.S.  capital  mar- 
kets by  PLA  and  Chinese  government- 
affiliated  entities: 

These  entities  are  raising  billions  of 
doUars  from  largely  unsuspecting 
American  investors  via  debt  and  equity 
offerings.  The  effect  is  a  "two-fer"  for 
Beijing:  It  can  simultaneously  secure 
vast  new  quantities  of  largely  non-trans- 
parent, undisciplined  funds  while  giving 
potentiaUy  millions  of  our  countrymen 
a  vested  interest  in  the  appeasement  of 
China  lest  their  pension  funds,  life  in- 
surance portfolios,  mutual  funds  or  oth- 
er investments  be  jeopardized. 

■  China's  penetration  of  the  U.S.  politi- 
cal system: 

Finally,  there  is  the  appearance  that 
illegal  Chinese  campaign  contributions 
may  have  shaped  the  Clinton-Gore  ad- 
ministration's policies  toward  China. 
Affected  areas  appear  to  include:  presi- 
dential decisions  about  the  transfers  of 
sateUite  and  missile  technology;  the  sale 
of  hugely  powerful  supercomputers;  dis- 
tancing the  United  States  from  its  long- 
time ally,  Taiwan;  looking  the  other  way 


on  China's  human  rights  violations;  and 
the  PRC's  accession  to  the  World  Trade 
Organization  on  terms  favorable  to  Bei- 
jing. This  behavior  is  all  the  more  worri- 
some when  it  comes  against  the  back- 
drop of  significant  internal  unrest  in  Chi- 
na. WUl  Beijing  use  extemal  aggression 
as  a  pretext  for  imposing  greater  control 
at  home  and  diverting  public  anger  from 
the  government  to  foreign  "barbarians"  - 
a  technique  known  as  "social  imperial- 
ism" often  exploited  by  authoritarian 
regimes  in  trouble? 

What  Can  and  Should  We  Do?  If  we 

have  the  wit  to  understand  these  poli- 
cies for  what  they  are  -  actual  or  poten- 
tial threats  to  our  security  and  vital  in- 
terests -  there  are  several  things  we  can 
do  to  mitigate,  if  not  eliminate,  the  dan- 
ger they  pose. 

The  first  would  be  to  adopt  a  new 
policy  of  engagement.  This  would  in- 
volve a  concerted  effort  to  resist  the 
communist  regime  and  work  on  bringing 
about  its  downfall  as  Ronald  Reagan 
worked  to  destroy  an  earlier  "Evil  Em- 
pire." Such  a  policy  would  brook  no  fur- 
ther trade  subsidies  for  China  and  inten- 
sify outreach  efforts,  through  Radio  Free 
Asia  and  other  means,  to  those  inside  the 
PRC  anxious  to  bring  about  its  complete 
transformation  to  a  democratic  nation. 

The  United  States  should  also  be 
focusing  on  rebuilding  our  allies'  confi- 
dence in  American  power  and  security 
guarantees,  something  sorely  lacking 
today  and  critically  needed  if  we  are  to 
reinvigorate  and  expand  our  relations 
with  other  democracies  in  Asia. 
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Chinese  premier  Zhu  Rongji  observes  as 
President  Clinton  answers  questions 
about  Chinese  espionage. 

A  second  initiative  would  reinforce 
the  first  by  sharing  critical  defensive 
capabilities  with  those  in  Asia  with 
whom  we  share  democratic  values.  A 
top  priority,  in  light  of  the  growing 
threat  posed  by  Chinese  and  others' 
long-range  missiles,  would  be  for  the 
United  States  to  build  and  deploy  effec- 
tive anti-missile  defenses  for  both  our 
forces  and  allies  overseas  and  for  the 
American  people  here  at  home.  The 
way  to  acquire  this  capability  fastest, 
most  effectively  and  least  expensively  is 
from  the  sea,  by  giving  the  Navy's 
AEGIS  fleet  air  defense  system  the  abil- 
ity to  shoot  down  ballistic  missiles. 

Finally,  we  must  preserve  the  ulti- 
mate guarantor  of  our  security,  and  that 
of  our  allies:  America's  nuclear  deter- 
rent. The  Senate's  recent  rejection  of  the 
Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  - 
which  would  have  denied  us  the  one 
proven  means  of  assuring  the  safety, 
reliability  and  effectiveness  of  our  arse- 
nal -  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
We  must  now  act  to  assure  those  criteria 
are  satisfied  for  the  foreseeable  future  by 
conducting  periodic  underground  nu- 
clear tests  and  taking  sensible  steps  to 
upgrade  our  current  nuclear  inventory. 

By  making  prudent  choices,  we  may 
not  be  able  to  prevent  an  ultimate  conflict 
with  Communist  China.  But  we  will  be 
acting  to  minimize  that  horrible  prospect 
and  to  put  ourselves  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible position  to  deal  with  it  in  the  event 
the  collision  proves  unavoidable.  □ 

Article  design:  Holly  K.  Soria 


Venezuelan  President  Hugo  Chavez  inspects  troops  at  a  Beijing  military  reception. 
Continued  Chinese  influence  penetration  in  South  America  may  soon  threaten  Ameri- 
can interests. 


Frank  J.  Gaffney 
is  the  president 
of  the  Center  for 
Security  Policy 
in  Washington. 
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U.S.  Rep.  Christopher  Cox,  R-Calif.,  was  selected  to  head  a  congressional  investigative  committee  on  Chinese  espionage. 


Key  representative 
uncovers  communist 
espionage 

REP.  CHRISTOPHER  COX, 
R-CALIF.,  entered  the  105th 
Congress  unaware  that  he 
would  soon  be  immersed  in  a 
national  security  nightmare: 
The  Chinese  had  been  stealing 
vital  U.S.  nuclear  information. 
Rather  than  getting  embroiled 
in  finger  pointing.  Cox  led  a 
special  committee  in  an  effort  to  get  to 
the  bottom  of  the  scandal.  He  subse- 
quently presented  the  Cox  Report,  a 
document  that  swiftly  found  its  name  on 
the  lips  of  the  American  public  whUe 
putting  a  chill  in  their  hearts. 

Though  a  member  of  the  Republican 
congressional  leadership  in  the  House, 
Cox  has  attracted  considerable  attention 
for  his  bipartisan  approach  to  critical 
issues.  As  chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  U.S.  National  Security  and 
Military/Commercial  Concerns  with  the 
People's  Republic  of  China,  he  cut 
through  the  political  controversy  and 
assembled  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of 
his  committee  recommendations  to 


tighten  security  at  U.S.  nuclear  weapons 
labs.  The  committee,  created  in  June 
1998,  issued  the  declassified  version  of 
its  report  in  May  1999.  Freelance  writer 
and  Washington  Watch  columnist  Cliff 
Kincaid  interviewed  Cox  for  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  Magazine. 


What  is  your  reaction  to  the  indict- 
ment of  former  Los  Alamos  scientist 
Wen  Ho  Lee  on  charges  of  mishan- 
dling nuclear  weapons  secrets? 

CNRISIOPHBt  Cfflt  I  have  been  briefed 
about  the  significance  of  the  nuclear 
codes  that  were  transferred.  In  light  of 
that,  this  indictment  is  not  surprising. 

Your  report  identified  security 
problems  spanning  several  decades  at 
nuclear  labs  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Department  of  Energy.  Have  they 
been  fixed? 

ftjPrior  to  our  investigation,  the  serious 
problems  at  the  labs  had  gotten  worse 
over  a  period  of  many  years.  The 
Department  of  Energy  proved  incapable 
of  reversing  that  trend.  Following  our 
report,  the  president's  Foreign  Intelli- 
gence Advisory  Board  described  the 
Department  of  Energy  as  incapable  of 


reforming  itself.  They  also  described 
the  situation  at  the  weapons  labs  as 
"security  at  its  worst."  During  1999,  the 
Congi-ess  enacted  28  separate  commit- 
tee recommendations  into  law  and  Pres- 
ident Clinton  signed  them.  As  a  result, 
real  change  is  underway. 

What  was  the  most  important  rec- 
ommendation? 

jflCThat  Congress  reconsider  whether 
the  Department  of  Energy  is  capable  of 
the  mission.  As  a  result.  Congress  creat- 
ed the  National  Nuclear  Security 
Administration.  This  is  the  most  signifi- 
cant overhaul  of  a  cabinet  department  in 
two  decades.  The  NSSA  is  an  indepen- 
dent agency  within  DOE.  It  has  a  single 
focus  on  nuclear  weapons  security. 

The  FBI  says  Chinese  intelligence 
targets  Chinese  citizens  in  the  United 
States,  a  demographic  that  makes  up 
the  largest  number  of  foreigners 
earning  Ph.D.s  here.  Should  some- 
thing be  done  about  that? 

fcThe  PRC  uses  the  unconscionable 
practice  of  racial  profiling  in  its  espi- 
onage. But  the  United  States  in 
response  cannot  rely  upon  that  offen- 
sive technique.  Nor  is  it  useful,  because 
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Softer 


"My  husband 

and  I  have  had  multiple 

hack  surgeries  -  since  we  bought 

our  Select  Comfort  Air  Sleep  System  we 

wake  up  free  of  pain!  We  love  it!" 

— Patti  C,  Altoona,  lA 


Why  Back  Pain  Sufferers 
Sleep  Better  On  Air! 


"/  love  it!  It  is  so  soft  on  my  side  and  firm 
for  my  husband  on  his  side.  We  wake  up 
feeling  like  we  have  had  a  good  night's 
sleep.  No  more  aches  and  pains.  You  have 
to  sleep  on  one  to  believe  the  difference" 

—foyce  K,  Clovis,  NM 

The  SELECT  COMFORT®  Air  Sleep  System. 
It's  not  just  a  better  mattress,  but  a  better 
way  to  sleep.  Even  back  pain  sufferers  can 
sleep  more  comfortably! 

The  Select  Comfort  Air 
Sleep  System  doesn't  rely  on 
springs  or  water,  but  on  a 
cushion  of  air.  Air  gently 
contours  to  your  body's 
shape,  reducing  uncomfort- 
able pressure  points,  and 
tests  show  it  also  helps 
properly  support  your  back 
and  spine. 

The  Mattress  with  Easy 
Push  Button  Firmness  Control.' 


Hi 

Select  Comfort  Air  Sleep  Systems 
comfortably  contour  to  your  body, 

properly  support  your  back  ana 
spine,  and  reduce  pressure  points. 


Metal  coil  mattresses  can 
create  uncomfortable  pressure 
points  and  provide  uneven 
support  over  time. 


TRY  rr  FOR  90  NIGHTS! 

We're  so  sure  you'll  sleep  better  on  air,  you  can 
take  up  to  three  months  to  decide,  or  your  money 
back.You've  got  to  sleep  on  it  to  believe  it! 

For  a  FREE  VIDEO  and  Catalog,  call  now! 

1-800-831-1211 

Ext.  26458 

Yes!  Please  rush  me  a  FREE 
Video  and  Catalog. 

Name  


Address. 

City  

Zip  


SELECT  COM  FORI" 
The  Air  Bed  Company'" 

Mail  to:  Select  Comfort  Direct  Corporation 

6105  Trenton  Lane  North,  Minneapolis,  MN  55442  J 


Christopher  Cox -Dossier  of 
a  Counterintelligence  Expert 

1952:  Born  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 
1973:  Graduated 
from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Soutliern 
California  in  Los 
Angeles. 
1976:  Graduated 
simultaneously 
from  Harvard 
Business  School 
and  Harvard  Law  School. 
1977:  Served  as  law  clerk  to  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  judge  Herbert 
Choy  in  San  Francisco  and  Honolulu. 
1978:  Named  partner  In  the  inter- 
national law  firm  of  Latham  and 
Watkins  in  Newport  Beach,  Calif. 
1986:  Appointed  Senior  Associate 
Counsel  to  President  Reagan. 
1988:  Elected  to  U.S.  Congress  for 
the  47th  District  of  California. 
1992:  Married  Rebecca  Gernhardt. 
They  have  three  children:  Charles, 
Katie  and  Kevin. 

1995:  Wrote  Securities  Litigation 
Reform  Act  enacted  in  1995  over 
President  Clinton's  veto,  barring 
frivolous  lawsuits  against  compa- 
nies with  falling  stock. 
1998:  Penned  Internet  Tax  Free- 
dom Act  enacted  in  1998,  which 
prevents  taxation  of  Internet  com- 
merce. 

1998:  Appointed  chairman  of  the 
special  committee  on  technology 
transfers  to  China. 


espionage  threats  against  tlie  United 
States  come  from  many  quarters.  Much 
more  sophisticated  methods  of  counter- 
intelUgence  are  necessary. 

"Presently,  the  PRC 
can  hit  Los  Angeles, 
New  York  and  every- 
thing in  between  " 

Your  report  says  that  in  June 
1995,  a  Chinese  official  provided  the 
CIA  a  secret  Chinese  government 
document  containing  U.S.  nuclear 
warhead  design  information.  But  the 
CIA  concluded  the  official  was  a  Chi- 
nese agent.  Why  would  they  provide 
such  information  to  the  CIA? 

ftlWalk-ins  are  not  unknown  in  mod- 
em intelligence  operations.  The  Unit- 
ed States  uses  them,  as  do  other  coun- 
tries. In  this  case,  the  PRC  directed  a 
walk-in  to  U.S.  intelligence,  either  to 
package  solid  information  with  disin- 
formation or  to  distract  attention  from 
the  actual  intelligence  operatives  then 
deployed  against  the  United  States  or, 
as  some  have  suggested,  to  step  up  its 
campaign  to  deter  U.S.  support  for 
Taiwan. 

There's  a  report  that  Taiwan 
might  go  nuclear  to  defend  itself 
against  the  PRC.  Does  that  mean  we 


should  be  prepared  to  go  to  war? 

AtaThe  PRC's  escalation  of  threats  and 
belligerence  is  unfortunately  a  direct 
result  of  the  so-called  strategic  ambigui- 
ty of  cuiTent  U.S.  policy.  A  policy  of 
clarity  is  required.  Ambiguity  risks 
being  misunderstood  as  weak. 

There  should  be  no  question  in  the 
minds  of  the  People's  Liberation  Army 
generals  that  the  United  States  would 
join  Taiwan  if  the  PRC  were  to  mount 
an  attack. 

The  Chinese  are  developing  a  bal- 
listic missile  submarine  that  will  ren- 
der the  entire  United  States  vulnera- 
ble. Will  it  contain  U.S.  warhead  and 
missile  technology? 

A^The  warheads  mated  with  the  PRC's 
new  long-range  missiles,  including  the 
JL2  Juland  submarine -launched  ballis- 
tic missile,  are  expected  to  reflect  the 
influence  of  stolen  U.S.  designs.  While 
the  JL2  will  be  able  to  hit  the  United 
States,  so  will  the  land-based  missiles 
that  the  PRC  is  deploying.  And  so  can 
the  ICBMs  currently  in  silos  that  have 
been  targeted  on  the  United  States. 
Presently,  the  PRC  can  hit  Los  Ange- 
les, New  York  and  everything  in 
between. 

How  many  missiles  do  they  have 
capable  of  hitting  the  United  States 
now? 

AlApproximately  20  are  deployed. 
They  are  city  busters.  Their  only  pur- 


pose is  to  take  out  entire  cities.  This  dis- 
tinguishes them  from  higlily  accurate 
nuclear  weapons  directed  against  a 
country's  hard  tai-get  offensive  nuclear 
capabilities. 

What  more  can  we  do? 

ftlWe  must  renew  our  attention  to 
counterintelligence.  The  Russian  espi- 
onage directed  against  our  State 
Department  shows  that  the  end  of  the 
Cold  War  ought  not  to  be  reason  for 
America  to  abandon  its  counterintelli- 
gence efforts.  Second,  American  poli- 
cy makers  should  be  more  careful 
about  transferring  U.S.  military  tech- 
nology to  the  PRC.  We  would  be  fool- 
ish to  be  unprepared  for  at  least  a 
potential  challenge.  l„. 

Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 


An  intercontinental  ballistic  missile  is  launched  by  China's  People's  Liberation  Army. 
According  to  Cox,  China  has  20  such  missiles  targeted  at  U.S.  cities. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


"HOW  TO  MAKE  YOUR 
COMPUTER  AS  EASY 
TO  USE  AS  YOUR 
TELEPHONE ..." 

By  Webmaster  Raymond  Steinbacher,  and  the  research 
staff  at  Green  Tree  Press,  Inc. 

Are  you  frustrated  by  your  computer?  Is  it  about  as 
"user-unfriendly"  as  it  can  be? 
L  Well,  here's  great  news! 
Green  Tree  Press  -  with  the  assistance  of  Webmaster 
Raymond  Steinbacher  -  has  developed  a  unique  new  computer- 
training  course  designed  specifically  for  beginners! 

Whether  you're  a  complete  novice  or  a  person  with  limited 
computer  experience,  this  is  the  course  you've  been  waiting  for! 
Here's  why... 

1^  It  begins  with  the  assumption  that  you  know  nothing 
about  computers.  None  of  the  terminology.  Nothing. 

1^  Every  lesson  ...  every  step  ...  is  explained  in  plain  Enghsh. 
There's  no  confusing  computer  jargon.  No  technical  language. 

eI  Every  step  is  sequential.  You  simply  can't  make  a  mistake 
because  every  step  is  self-correcting. 

^  It's  easy!  And  it's  fun!  You'll  be  amazed  at  how  quickly 
you're  learning. 

You'll  receive  your  printed  course  on  large  8  1/2"  x  11"  pages 
with  a  sturdy  Bristol  cover.  So  it's  exceptionally  easy  to  read. 

And,  everything  is  fully  illustrated  with  drawings  and  photo- 
graphs. So  you  not  only  read  — you  actually  see  —  each  step. 

It  comes  to  you  complete.  Ready  to  use.  And  we're  so 
confident  you'll  complete  the  program  successfully,  we  uncondi- 
tionally guarantee  your  results  or  your  money  back! 

It  will  take  you  about  2  -  3  hours  —  start  to  finish. 


"How  come  it's  so  easy  for  Grannie?' 


^  X  ou'll  learn  how  to  navigate  through  Windows  95"'  or 
Y  Windows  98™  just  like  a  pro  ...  master  basic  desktop 
JL  pubhshing  ...  create  your  own  files  and  spread  sheets. 

•  You'll  be  able  to  recognize  all  the  various  parts  of  your 
computer  ...  and  how  each  part  functions. 

•  You'll  understand  the  "world  wide  web" ...  "the  internet". 
You'll  learn  how  to  go  anywhere  in  the  world!  Instantly! 

•  You'll  discover  how  to  acquire  new  software  absolutely 
FREE. 

•  You'll  discover  how  to  bypass  busy  signals  and  get  onto 
the  Internet  in  a  matter  of  seconds. 

•  You'll  learn  a  secret  way  to  stop  receiving  junk  E-mail. 

•  You'll  learn  how  to  create  and  send  messages  to  people 
around  the  world  —  even  if  you  don't  type! 

•  You'll  learn  to  do  financial  planning,  develop  a  workable 
budget... even  do  payroll  and  employment  records. 

•  You'll  discover  how  to  acquire  and  install  the  best  antivirus 
program  in  the  world  —  FREE! 

•  You'll  learn  how  to  send  clear,  colorful  family  photos 
around  the  world  —  FREE! 

•  You'll  learn  how  to  FULLY  protect  your  computer  from 
lightning  and  power  surges  (ordinary  power  strips  don't  do 
the  job)! 


•  You'll  learn  a  secret  way  to  get  FREE  stereo  FM  and  AM 
stations  from  around  the  world  and  have  them  play  on  your 
sound  system  —  while  you're  on  line! 

•  You'll  discover  a  way  to  make  your  modem  dial  twice  as 
fast  as  it  does  now  —  FREE. 

•  You'll  be  able  to  create  files ...  short  cuts ...  address  books  - 
even  create  your  own  posters  and  greeting  cards! 

•  You'll  be  able  to  talk  to  anyone  in  the  world  —  FREE  —  for 
up  to  15  minutes  [no  long  distance  charges.) 

•  You'll  discover  how  you  can  save  hundreds  of  dollars  by 
using  your  computer  as  a  fax  machine. 

•  And  much,  much  more  ... 

Here  are  some  comments  from  a  few  of  our  customers: 
"...  the  course  is  GREAT!!  Why  can't  those  computer 
companies  make  their  instructions  one  tenth  as  good  as 
your  course?" 

Sgt.  Frank  Gorchak,  New  Mexico 

"...  a  lot  better  than  those  "dummies"  books  and  a 
whale  of  a  lot  easier  to  understand,  too.  I  learned  the 
entire  Windows  segment  in  just  38  minutes." 

George  Roddy,  New  York 

"...  I'm  a  homemaker  and  grandma.  I  purchased  your 
program  out  of  self  defense  because  the  grandkids  know 
all  about  computers.  Now  I'm  on  the  internet  playing 
trivia  games  with  several  other  ladies  in  Scotland!!  ... 
you  made  it  so  easy." 

Margaret  Hunter,  Ohio 


You're  welcome  to  try  the  course  in  your  own  home. 
If  you're  not  absolutely  delighted  with  the  results  you  achieve, 
simply  return  it  at  any  time,  for  a  full  refund.  No  conditions. 
No  questions  asked.  That  is  our  100%  guarantee. 

To  order,  simply  print  your  name  and  address  on  a  piece 
of  paper,  enclose  your  check  or  money  order  for  $12.95  (plus 
$3.00  shipping/handUng).  Send  it  to  Green  Tree  Press  Computer 
Course,  Dept.  568,  3603  West  12th  Street,  Erie,  PA  16505. 
(PA  residents  please  add  6%  sales  tax.)  Or,  charge  it  to  Visa, 
MasterCard  or  Discover.  Please  enclose  your  account  number 
and  expiration  date.  We  normally  ship  within  48  hours. 


^The  Music  You  Love... 


Al  Martino"///s  Famous  Hits!" 

r^^rS/H-Tr"^'  A  giant  collection  of  his  gold 
A.art».,„„„/tar,  ■        record,  award  winning  hits. 

\  Spanish  Eyes  •  You 

?  Always  Hurt  The  One 

i  n<;;i  5         You  Love  •  I  Love  You 

Because  •  True  Love  • 
You're  Brcciking  My 
Heart  •  I  Love  \ou  More  And  More  Every 
Day  •  Bouquet  Of  Roses  •  Melody  Of  Love  • 
Somewhere  My  Love  •  What  Now  My  Love 

•  Are  You  Lonesome  Tonight  •  Memories  • 
Make  The  World  Go  Away  •  Take  These 
Chains  From  My  Heart  •  It's  Now  Or  Never 

•  Deeu-  Heart  •  Room  Full  Of  Roses  •  There 
Goes  My  Everything  •  I'll  Hold  You  In  My 
Heart  •  Release  Me  •  AlVD  MORE! 

2  Cassettes  # ABC  $12.98 


John  McDermotl 


Connie 
Francis 


She's  Sold  More 
f    Records  Than 
Any  Other  Female 
Singer  In  History! 

Among  My  Souvenirs  •  Anniversary  Wjdtz 
•  Who's  Sorry  Now  •  My  Heart  Cries  For 
You  •  Return  To  Me  •  Beautiful  Ohio  •  Kiss 
Me  Goodbye  •  I  Can't  Stop  Loving  You  • 
Don't  Break  The  Heart  That  Loves  You  • 
Somebody  Else  Is  Taking  My  Place  •  My 
Happiness  •  Strangers  In  The  Night  •  The 
Last  Waltz  •  Somewhere  My  Love  •  Till  We 
Meet  Again  •  Fascination  •  True  Love  • 
Melody  Of  Love  •  Don't  Say  A  Word  • 
Tennessee  Waltz  •  AlVD  MORE...24 
GIAIVT  HITS  nv  ALL! 


The  Greatest 
Singing  Cowboys  Of  All  Time 

Here  are  legendary  Bob  Nolan  and  the  world 
famous  Sons  of  the  Pioneers  to  entertain  you 
with  the  beautiful  singing  and  glorious  instru- 
mentals  that  won  the  hearts  of  millions. 
Tumbling  Tumbleweeds  •  Home  On  The 
Range  •  Empty  Saddles  •  Red  River  Valley 

•  When  It's  Springtime  In  The  Rockies  • 
Along  The  Navajo  Trail  •  Don't  Fence  Me  In 

•  Cool  Water  •  Take  Me  Back  To  My  Boots 
And  Saddle  •  The  Shifting,  Whispering 
Sands  •  The  Last  Round-up  •  Twilight  On 
The  Trail  •  Whoopie  Ti-Yi-Yo  •  Blue  Eyes 
Crying  In  The  Rain  •  Teardrops  In  My 
Heart  •  Wagon  Wheels  •  San  Antonio  Rose 

•  Cowboy's  Lament  •  There's  A  Goldmine 
In  The  Sky  •  Have  I  Told  You  Lately  That  1 
Love  You  •  AMD  4  MORE! 

2  Cassettes  #NSC  $  1 2 .98   1  CD  #NSD  $  1 6.98 


A  Heart-Touching  Tribute 
To  Courage  &  Loyalty 
Past  And  Present! 

You've  seen  his  albums  advertised  on  television 
and  have  heard  him  perform  as  one  of  the  Irish 
Tenors  on  PBS.  Now,  John  McDermott  lends  his 
extraordinary  voice  and  talent  to  a  moving 
musical  tribute  to  veterans  past  and  present. 

I'll  Be  Seeing  You  •  We'll  Meet  Again  • 
Waltzing  Matilda  •  Lili  Marlene  •  Flowers 
Of  The  Forest  •  Shenandoah  •  Christmas 
In  The  Trenches  •  Battle  Hymn  Of  The 
Republic  •  The  Faded  Coat  Of  Blue  • 
Roses  Of  Picardy  •  Taps  •  In  Flanders 
Fields  •  America  The  Beautiful  •  US 
Armed  Forces  Medley  •  AlVD  MAIVY 
MORE...OVER  OMEHOUR  OF  MEMORY 
STIRRHVG  FA  VORTTES! 
Cassette  #QWC  $12.98     CD  #QWD  $17.98 


Don 
Ho 

Escape  Across  The 
Seas  With  His  Famous 
Hawaiian  Hits! 


Every  beautiful  melody  brings  enchanting 
images  of  romantic  Hawaii. ..her  glistening 
beaches. ..crystal  waters. ..and  gorgeous 
skies.  Escape  to  a  tropical  paradise  with  30 
beautiful  selections. 

Pearly  Shells  •  Sweet  Leilani  •  Blue  Haweui 

•  Hawaiian  War  Chant  •  Beyond  The  Reef  • 
Beyond  the  Rainbow  •  Lovely  Hula  Hands 

•  Now  Is  The  Hour  •  My  Little  Grass  Shack 

•  Sweet  Someone  •  Aloha  Oe  •  Hawaii  Five- 
O  Theme  Song  •  One  Paddle,  Two  Paddle  • 
The  Hukilau  Song  •  I'll  Remember  You  • 
Tiny  Bubbles  •  To  You  Sweetheart,  Aloha  • 
Little  Brown  Girl  •  Waikiki  •  Moonlight 
Lady  •  Kuu  Home  O  Kahaluu  •  Quiet 
Village  •  Forever  More  •  Hanalei  Moon  • 
Lahaina  Luna  •  Beautiful  Kauai  •  The 
Hawaiian  Wedding  Song  •  AND  MORE! 

2  Cassettes  #HDC  $12  98     1  CD  #HDD  $16  98 


''Why  Don 't  You  Believe  Me" 

Joni 
James 


Dedlcateil 
To  f^^ 
You! 


M  Jami 


Enjoy  again  the  dis- 
tinctly beautiful  and 
plaintive  voice  of 
this  singing  legend.  Every  Joni  James  favorite  is 
guaranteed  to  stir  your  fondest  memories. 
Why  Don't  You  Believe  Me  •  Littie  Things 
Mean  A  Lot  •  There  Goes  My  Heart  •  How 
Important  Can  It  Be  •  Imagination  •  People 
Will  Say  We're  In  Love  •  1  Can  Dream  Can't 

1  •  These  Foolish  Things  •  When  You  Wish 
Upon  A  Star  •  Have  You  Heard  •  My  Heart 
Tells  Me  •  Your  Cheatin'  Heart  •  My  Love, 
My  Love  •  Among  My  Souvenirs  •  Always  • 
Stardust  •  You'd  Be  So  Nice  To  Come 
Home  To  •  Someone  To  Watch  Over  Me  • 
Till  We  Meet  Again  •  You  Belong  To  Me 

2  Cassettes  #JJC  $12.98      1  CD  #JJD  $16.98 

Dean 
Martin 

The  Golden  Voice 
Loved  By  All  America! 

Now  you  can  enjoy  his  most  famous  record- 
ings in  a  special  new  collector's  treasury. 
In  The  Misty  Moonlight  •  The  Door  Is  Still 
Open  (To  My  Heart)  •  Everybody  Loves 
Somebody  •  Return  To  Me  •  You're  Nobody 
Til  Somebody  Loves  You  •  Volare  (Nel  Blu 
Di  Pinto  Di  Blu)  •  Somewhere  There's  A 
Someone  •  In  The  Chapel  In  The  Moonlight 

•  Houston  •  Powder  Your  Face  With 
Sunshine  (Smile,  Smile,  Smile)  •  That's 
Amore  •  You  Belong  To  Me  •  Innamorata 
OSweetheart)  •  Memories  Are  Made  Of 
This... AlVD  MORE! 

Cassette  #UQC  $12.98  CD  #UQD  $17.98 

If  you  love  the 
lure  of  the  rails, 
then  these  songs 
and  ballads  from 
the  glamorous  era 
of  steam  railroad- 
ing are  for  you 
Wreck  Of  The 
Old  97  •  Big 
Rock  Candy 
Mountains  • 
Casey  Jones  • 
Paddy  Works  On  The  Erie  •  Wabash 
Cannonbzdl  •  Drill,  Ye  Tarriers,  Drill!  •  A 
Railroader's  Bride  I'll  Be  •  John  Henry  • 
Hcdlelujah,  I'm  A  Bum  •  Take  This  Hammer 

•  Lulu!  •  Daddy's  On  The  Engine  •  I've 
Been  Working  On  The  Railroad  • 
Lonesome  WhisUes  •  AND  MORE! 

Cassette  #YIC  $  1 0.98     CD  #YID  $  1 4.98 


Brand  New!  Collections  On  Cassettes  &  CD's! 

For  Fast  Service  Mail  No-Risk  Coupon  Today!  • 


Tynan 


Vera  Lynn  /f^ 


You 've  Loved  Him 

As  One  Of 
"The  Irish  Tenors" 
On  PBS  Television 

Now  by  popular  demand,  we  proudly  present 
Ronan  Tynan's  world  famous  solo  album.  Wait 
until  you  hear  this  extraordinary  new  talent  per- 
form the  international  favorites  listed  below. 
La  Vie  En  Rose  •  And  This  Is  My  Beloved 
•  If  1  Loved  You  •  Sorrento  •  You'll 
Never  Walk  Alone  •  Because  You're 
Mine  •  Shine  Through  My  Dreams  • 
Roses  Of  Picardy  •  Ave  Maria  •  Funiculi 
Funicula  •  Beloved  •  Because  •  I'll  Walk 
With  God  •  AXD  MANY  MORE! 


Cassette  #KYC  $12  I 


CD  #KYD$16 


Spike  Jones 

He'll  Tickle  Your 
Funny  Bone! 

These  are  the  famous  original  perfor- 
mances by  Spike  Jones  and  His  City  Slickers. 
Cocktails  For  Two  •  The  Sheik  Of  Araby  • 
The  Glow  Worm  •  All  1  Want  For  Christmas 
0s  My  Two  Front  Teeth)  •  Der  Fuehrer's  Face 
•  I'm  In  The  Mood  For  Love  •  Rhapsody 
From  Hungar(y)  •  You  Always  Hurt  The  One 
You  Love  •  That  Old  Black  Magic  •  Chloe  • 
Barney  Google  •  Wild  Bill  Hiccup  •  Leave 
The  Dishes  In  The  Sink,  Ma  •  Dance  Of  The 
Hours  •  By  The  Beautiful  Sea.. .AND 
M0RE...31  HOARIOVS  HITS  IN  ALL! 
2  Cassettes  #SJC  $  1 6.98    2  CDs  #SJD  $24.98 


The 

Ink  Spots 

America's  Favorite 
Group  For  Over 
Five  Decades! 


If  I  Didn't  Care  •  I'll  Get  By  •  1  Don't  Want 
To  Set  The  World  On  Fire  •  To  Each  His 
Own  •  Maybe  •  We  Three  (My  Echo,  My 
Shadow  And  Me)  •  Do  I  Worry  •  A  Lovely 
Way  To  Spend  An  Evening  •  My  Prayer  • 
Uttle  White  Ues  •  Don't  Get  Around  Much 
Anymore  •  It's  A  Sin  To  Tell  A  Lie  •  You're 
Breaking  My  Heart  •  I'm  Meddng  Believe  • 
I'm  Gonna  Sit  Right  Down  And  Write  Myself 
A  Letter  •  For  Sentimental  Reasons  •  Up 
The  Lazy  River  •  With  My  Eyes  Wide  Open 
•  I'm  Beginning  To  See  The  Light  •  You 
Always  Hurt  The  One  You  Love  •  AND 
MORE...24  IN  ALL! 
2  Cassettes  #IKC  $12.98  1  CD  #IKD  $16.98 


For  All  World  War  U 
Sweethearts 

We  proudly  present  the  memory- 
stirring  songs  of  one  of  the  greatest 
singing  stars  the  world  has  ever  known 

Auf  Wiedersehen  Sweetheart  •  Now  Is  The 
Hour  •  I'll  Be  Seeing  You  •  The  White  Cliffs 
Of  Dover  •  Among  My  Souvenirs  •  It's  Easy 
To  Remember  •  We'll  Meet  Again  •  Let  The 
Rest  Of  The  Worid  Go  By  •  As  Time  Goes  By 

•  Back  In  Our  Own  Back  Yard  •  When  The 
Lights  Go  On  Again  •  Drifting  And  Dreaming 

•  Faraway  Places  •  From  The  Time  You  Say 
Goodbye  (The  Parting  Song)  •  You'd  Be  So 
Nice  To  Come  Home  To  •  My  Happiness  • 
Something  To  Remember  You  By  • 
Somewhere  Along  The  Way  •  The 
Homecoming  Waltz  •  You'll  Never  Know  • 
To  Each  His  Own  •  When  I  Grow  Too  Old  To 
Dream  •  AND  MORE...30  IN  ALL! 

2  Cassettes  #LYC  $12.98     2  CD's  #LYD  $16.98 

The  Platters 


America's 
Great  Songs 
Of  Strength 
And  Courage 


A  Giant  Musical  Salute  To 
Our  Armed  Forces! 

Thrill  to  the  inspiring  sound  of  the  Merrill  Staton 
Voices  &  Orchestra  as  they  bring  you  all  the  glori- 
ous songs  that  have  helped  make  this  nation  great. 
Rousing  orchestral  arrangements  and  bold,  beauti- 
ful harmonies  will  strike  pride  in  the  hearts  of  every 
American.  Every  home  should  own  this  album. 

The  Caissons  Go  Rolling  Along  •  Anchors 
Aweigh  •  The  Marines'  Hymn  •  The  U.S.  Air 
Force  Song  •  Battle  Hymn  Of  The  Republic  • 
Over  There  •  The  Navy  Hymn  •  The  Battle  Cry 
Of  Freedom  •  All  Quiet  Along  The  Potomac 
Tonight  •  This  Is  The  Army,  Mr.  Jones  •  When 
Johnny  Comes  Marching  Home  •  Tenting 
Tonight  •  The  Coast  Guard  Artillery  Song  • 
Yankee  Doodle  •  K-K-K-Katy  •  Bell  Bottom 
Trousers  •  Pack  Up  Your  Troubles  •  Hinky 
Dinky  Parley  Voo  •  Shenandoah  •  Comin'  In 
On  A  Wing  And  A  Prayer  •  Praise  The  Lord 
And  Pass  The  Ammunition!  •  Sound  Off  •  AND 
MORE...32  GLORIOUS  WTSINALL! 
Cassette  #LZC  $12.98      CD  #LZD  $16.98 


"The  Original 
Group 's  Giant  Hits  " 

Their  classic  hits  and  beauti- 
ful harmonies  are  so  timeless 
that  almost  30  years  later 
their  songs  remain  top 
request  items.  j 

Only  You  •  My  Prayer  •  That  Magic  Touch 

•  The  Great  Pretender  •  Harbor  Lights  • 
Smoke  Gets  In  Your  Eyes  •  Twilight  Time 

•  You'll  Never  Know  •  It's  Magic  •  To 
Each  His  Own  •  Red  Sails  In  The  Sunset  • 
Sleepy  Lagoon  •  I'm  Sorry  •  Heaven  On 

Earth  .  Enchanted  •  AND  MANY  We  SWo  fJlEE/ No  Postagc  OF  Handling  Fces! 

n/mRF....40  HITS  OK  2  GIANT  AI.Rim/K!  O  O 


Money  Back  Guarantee! 

If  you  are  not  completely  delighted  return 
for  a  full  refund. ..no  questions  asked! 

Not  Sold  In  Stores!  Order  Today! 


MORE...40  HITS  ON  2  GIANT  ALBUMS. 

2  Cassettes  #LPC  $  1 9.98    2  CD's  #LPD  $24 


Anne 
Murray 


'ihe  Beautiful  Music  Company,  Dept.  F-56"^ 
320  Main  Street,  Northport,  NY  11768 


The  Inspirational  Hit 
Album  That  Is  Sweeping 
America  On  Television 

You  get  gospel  greats,  old-time  hymns  and 
inspiring  "feel  good"  melodies  in  this  exciting 
brand  new  television  treasury. 
Amazing  Grace  •  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With 
Thee  •  Softly  And  Tenderly  •  It  Is  No 
Secret  •  What  A  Wonderful  World  •  Peace 
In  The  Valley  •  Take  My  Hand  Lord  Jesus 
•  Put  A  Uttle  Love  In  Your  Heart  •  The 
Old  Rugged  Cross  •  In  The  Garden  • 
Whispering  Hope  •  How  Great  Thou  Art  • 
Nearer  My  God  To  Thee  •  The  Lord's 
Prayer  •  AND  MANY  MORE...26  IN  ALL! 
2  Cassettes  #HLC  $  1 7.98     2  CD's  #HLD  $  1 9.98 


DESCRIPTION  OF  ITEM 


( Total 


Enclosed  is  Check  or 
Money  Order  For  $  

Or  Charge  To:  (^y  Residents  Only) 

□  VISA      □  MasterCard  TOTAL 


Shipping  & 
Handling 
Sales  Tax 


□  Discover    □  Americeui  Express 


FREE 


|Exp. 


Quick  thinking  at  gunpoint  illustrates  elusive  mastery  of 
The  American  Legion's  Christian  Zimmermann 


By  Peter  B.  Rose 

OR  Christian  Zimmermann, 
ripping  the  clouds  with  RF- 
101  Voodoos  and  F- 102 
Delta  Daggers  is  just  hivS 
style.  Plunging  50()-seat  Boe- 
ing 747s  into  steep  turns  and 
stalls  during  test  runs  as  if  they 
were  Piper  Cubs  is  what  makes 
him  tick. 
"I've  always  had  a  lust  for  adven- 
re,"  he  reflects  from  beneath  his  nar- 
row-brimmed, leather  race  cap.  "I  nev- 
er quite  knew  what  I  was  after,  but 
stumbled  into  what  I  did." 

As  an  Air  Force  pilot  of  the  first  jet 
bombers,  the  six-engine  B-47s,  he 
couldn't  talk  his  way  into  the  Vietnam 
War  because  his  absence  from  the 
U.S. -based  Strategic  Air  Command 
would  not  be  tolerated. 

But  as  a  727  TWA  pilot,  Zimmer- 
mann obtained  the  assignment  he  cov- 
eted in  Athens,  Greece.  "Everything 
was  lined  up  to  go,"  he  recalls.  "We 
had  the  kids  in  school,  our  stuff  put 
away  in  lockers,  and  TWA  was  paying 
our  living  expenses." 

TWA  Flight  847  was  hijacked  June 
13,  1985,  in  Athens  by  Hezbollah 
"Party  of  God"  Muslims,  an  extreme 
faction  of  Shiites.  One  hundred  forty- 


Tve  always  had  a 
lust  for  adventure." 

-  Christian  Zimmermann 


live  passengers,  five  flight  attendants 
and  three  pilots,  including  Zimmer- 
mann, were  on  board. 

It  was  a  grim  takeover  that  saw  the 
execution  of  Navy  diver  Robert  Steth- 
em,  who  was  dumped  on  the  runway 
to  the  outrage  of  TV  eyes  around  the 
world. 

Despite  getting  battered  by  terrorist 
rifles,  the  speed  of  Zimmermann 's 
brain  clicked  in.  He  began  a  psycho- 
logical campaign  to  convince  the  hi- 
jackers that  the  plane,  without  mainte- 
nance, would  crash. 

"See  the  twitch  of  the  gauges?  That 
means  they're  broke."  (In  fact,  the 
gauges  always  twitch.) 

On  the  ground,  with  his  captors 
questioning  the  safety  of  the  beat-up 
aircraft,  Zimmermann  secretly  shut  off 
the  fuel,  flaming  out  two  of  the  three 
engines.  The  heavily  armed  hijackers 
could  easily  have  blown  up  the  plane 
in  the  air.  But  now,  after  making  five 
perilous  trips  across  the  Mediterranean 


under  the  guns  of  the  hijackers,  they 
couldn't  take  off. 

At  the  Beirut  airport, 
Zimmermann 's  candor  on  Algerian 
TV  got  his  captors  to  rethink  their  po- 
sition. Partly  through  his  efforts, 
everyone  on  the  plane  was  set  free  17 
days  after  the  travesty  began. 

"I  deeply  regret  that  the  Navy  (div- 
er) was  killed.  That  was  the  low 
point,"  Zimmermann  reflects.  He  and 
his  fellow  pilots,  John  Testrake  and 
Phil  Maresca,  became  international 
celebrities  who  appeared  on  magazine 
covers  and  rode  in  parades  upon  re- 
turning home.  Vice  President  Bush 
met  them  in  Europe  and  President 
Reagan  invited  them  to  the  White 
House. 

Today,  Zimmermann  is  an  Idaho 
state  legislator.  He  is  also  a  life  mem- 
ber of  Post  60  in  Cascade,  Idaho, 
where  he  has  been  chaplain  and  vice 
commander.  He  has  also  been  district 
vice  commander. 

He  has  led  a  life  of  speed  and  dar- 
ing, but  looks  back  to  the  hijacking  as 
the  most  intense  period  of  his  life. 
That  he  was  able  to  survive  it  and  lead 
a  full  life  is  something  for  which  he  is 
thtuikful. 

Article  design:  Holly  K.  Soria 


3^  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  MARCH  2000 


A  /  ■°'«'  i 


Watering  chores,  water  bills!  Sweating  behind  a  roaring  nnowerl 
Spraying  poison  chemicals  and  digging  weeds... 


.you  can  end  such  lawn  drudgery— here's  how!       Mow  your  zoysia  lawn  once  a  month— or  less!  It  rewards  you  with  weed-free  beauty  all  summer  long. 

O  Ways  Your  Zoysia  Grass  Lawn 
Saves  You  Time,  Woric,  and  IMoney! 


OCUTS  WATER  BILLS  AND 
MOWING  AS  MUCH  AS  2/3 

Would  you  believe  a  lawn  could  be  perfect  when 
watered  just  once?  In  Iowa,  the  state's  biggest 
Men's  Garden  club  picked  a  zoysia  lawn  as  "top 
lawn— nearly  perfect."  Yet,  this  lawn  had  been 
watered  only  once  all  summer  to  August! 

In  PA,  Mrs.  M.R.  Mitter  wrote  "I've  never 
watered  it,  only  when  I  put  the  plugs  in . . .  Last 
summer  we  had  it  mowed  2  times... When  every- 
body's lawns  here  are  brown  from  drought,  ours 
stays  as  green  as  ever."  That's  how  zoysia  lawns 
cut  water  bills  and  mowing!  Now  read  on! 

©ENDS  RE-SEEDING 
NEVER  NEEDS  REPLACEMENT 

Plug  in  our  zoysia  grass  and  you'll  never  have  to 
spend  money  on  grass  seed  again!  Since  you 
won't  be  buying  seeds,  you  won't  need  to  dig  and 
rake— then  hope  the  seeds  take  root  before  birds 
eat  them  or  the  next  hard  rain  washes  them  away. 

©NO  NEED  TO  DIG  UP  OLD  GRASS 
Plant  Amazoy  in  old  lawn,  new  ground, 
whatever.  Set  1 "  square  plugs  into  holes  in  the  soil 
1  foot  apart,  checkerboard  style.  Plugs  spread  to 
drive  out  old,  unwanted  growth,  weeds  included. 
Easy  instructions  with  your  order.  If  you  can  put 
a  cork  into  a  bottle,  you  can  plug  in  Amazoy. 

OFOR  SLOPES,  PLAY  AREAS, 
AND  BARE  SPOTS 

You  can't  beat  Amazoy  as  the  low  cost  answer 
for  hard-to-cover  spots,  play- worn  areas,  or  to 
end  erosion  on  slopes. 

Endless  Supply  of  Plug  Transplants 

Transplant  plugs  from  established  Amazoy  as 
you  desire  —  plugged  area  grows  over  to  provide 
all  the  plugs  you'll  ever  need. 

EBEC I  Exclusive  Step-on  Plugger  with 
■  laEE ■  orders  of  600  plugs  or  more. 

Starting  your  lawn  is  easy  with  this  sturdy,  2-way 
plugger.  Cuts  away  unwanted  growth  as  it  digs 
holes  for  plugs.  Saves  bending,  time,  work. 
Invaluable  transplant  tool. 

©Zoysia  Farm  Nurseries  2000 
3617  Old  Taneytown  Rd.,  Taneytown,  MD  21787 


0IT  STAYS  GREEN  IN  SPITE  OF 
HEAT  AND  DROUGHT 

"The  hotter  it  gets,  the  better  it  grows!"  Plug-in 
zoysia  thrives  in  blistering  heat,  yet  it  won't 
winter  kill  to  30"  below  zero.  It  just  goes  off  its 
green  color  after  killing  frosts,  begins  regaining 
its  green  color  as  temps,  in  the  spring  are  consis- 
tently warm.  Of  course,  this  varies  with  climate. 

0NO  NEED  TO  SPEND  MONEY  ON 
DANGEROUS  CHEMICALS 

Since  zoysia  lawns  resist  insects  AND  diseases, 
you  avoid  the  risk  of  exposing  your  family  or 
pets  to  weedkillers  and  pesticide  poisons.  Plug  in 
Amazoy  and  save  the  money,  avoid  the  risks! 


©CHOKES  OUT  CRABGRASS 
AND  WEEDS  ALL  SUMMER 

Your  established  Amazoy  lawn  grows  so 
thick,  it  simply  stops  crabgrass  and  summer 
weeds  from  germinating! 
VISIT  US  AT:  www.zoysiafarms.Gom/mag.html 


ORDER  NOW! 

AND  GET  UP  TO 

700  PLUGS  FR- 


Meyer  Zoysia  Grass  was  perfected  by 
U.S.  Govt.,  released  in  cooperation  with 
U.S.  Golf  Association  as  a  superior  grass. 


Every  Plug  GUARANTEED  TO  GROW 
IN  YOUR  SOIL  No  Ifs,  Ands  or  Buts! 
Read  a  guarantee  no  grass  seed  can  match! 

Won't  Winter  Kill.  Amazoy  has  survived 
temperatures  to  30"  below  zero! 
Won't  Heat  Kill.  When  other  grasses  burn  out 
in  summer  drought  and  heat,  Amazoy  re- 
mains luxuriously  green. 
Any  plug  failing  to  grow  in  45  days  will  be 
replaced  FREE!  To  insure  maximum  freshness 
and  viability,  plugs  are  shipped  not  cut  all  the 
way  through.  Before  planting,  finish  the  sepa- 
ration with  shears  or  knife.  Our  guarantee  and 
planting  method  are  your  assurance  of  lawn 
success  backed  by  more  than  four  decades  of 
specialized  lawn  experience! 


We  ship  all  orders  the  same  day  plugs  are  packed  at 
earliest  correct  planting  time  in  your  area. 

NOT  SHIPPED  OUTSIDE  USA,  or  into  WA  or  OR. 


TO:  Zoysia  Farm  Nurseries,  Dept.  326 
General  Offices  and  Store 
3617  Old  Taneytown  Road 
Taneytown,  MD  21787 

Please  send  me  guaranteed  Amazoy  as  checked: 


□  50 

□  100  PLUGS 

□  100  PLUGS 

□  300  PLUGS 

PLUGS 

+  10  FREE 

+20  FREE 
with  Plugger 

+30  FREE 
with  Plugger 

$595 

$995 

$1395 

$1995 

$3.15  S&H 

$4.35  S&H 

$4.85  S&H 

$6.75  S&H 

□  600  PLUGS 

+60  FREE 
with  FREE  Piugger 

ONLY 
$2995 


□  1,000  PLUGS 

+350  FREE 
with  mi  Plugger 

ONLY 
$4995 


□  Additional  Plugger  $5'* 


□  2,000  PLUGS 

+  700  FREE 
with  FREE  Plugger 

ONLY 
$7495 


Write  price  of  order  here  $ 

MD  residents  add  5%  tax  $ 

Shipping  &  handling  (S&H)  $ 

TOTAL  $_ 

I  enclose  $  


Charge  credit  card 

Acct.  #  

Expiration  Date  


□  Check  □  MO 
□  MasterCard  QVISA 


ADDRESS - 
CITY  


¥nmYS 


8tllini«llilSrifllIHlB 


At  the  Richard  Petty  Driving  Experience,  instructors  show  students  how  to  enjoy 
bumper-to-bumper  traffic  while  spil<ing  adrenaline  levels  to  Mach  1. 

Anyone  over  18  years  old  with  a  valid  driver's 
license  and  the  ability  to  drive  a  manual 
transmission  -  start  your  engines! 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Assistant  Editor 

KANT  TO  FIND  out  how 
Jeff  Gordon  feels  when 
he  races  in  the  Daytona 
500?  Richard  Petty  can 
offer  some  insight.  For 
stock  car  fans,  the  only 
thing  more  exciting  than 
watching  Dale  Earnhardt 
or  Jeff  Gordon  taking  the 
checkered  flag  at  Day- 
tona is  experiencing  the  thrill  of  motor- 
car racing  firsthand. 

Thanks  to  the  Richard  Petty  Driving 
Experience,  NASCAR  wannabes  can 
suit  up,  sfrap  in  and  maneuver  a  600- 
horsepower  stock  cai"  through  race  cours- 
es at  Charlotte,  Atlanta,  Orlando,  Ft. 
Worth,  Colorado  Springs,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Las  Vegas  and  yes,  even  Daytona. 
Imagine  navigating  these  fabled  courses 
in  the  same  cars  that  race  the  Winston 


Cup  Circuit  -  down  to  the  Goodyear 
tires  and  advertisement-plastered  shell. 

High-Speed  Education.  The  three-hour 
Rookie  Experience,  starting  at  $349, 
provides  the  skills  and  the  privilege  of 
taking  an  eight-lap  jaunt  around  a  racing 
oval.  Instructors  work  with  students  in 
the  pits,  in  the  car  and  also  in  vans. 
These  mobile  classrooms  give  partici- 


pants a  track-level  perspective  of  their 
lessons  on  driving  lines,  braking 
distances  and  acceleration/deceleration 
points.  Instructors  then  lead  their  pupils 
around  the  track.  As  the  speeds  increase, 
students  line  up  from  fastest  to  slowest 
so  they  can  drive  in  their  comfort  zones. 

Those  who  feed  on  the  need  for 
speed  -  and  have  $2,400  to  spare  -  can 
try  the  Racing  Experience.  Over  the 
span  of  two  days  and  eight  10-lap  ses- 
sions, students  of  this  program  learn  the 
art  of  passing,  drafting,  side-by-side 
driving  and,  of  course,  going  faster. 
Eighty  laps  at  race  speeds  and  plenty  of 
personal  attention  from  the  professional 
driving  instructors  are  capable  of  spik- 
ing students'  adrenaline  to  Mach  1  lev- 
els. "I've  logged  over  1,600  hours  in  F- 
14s  and  269  arrested  landings  on  air- 
craft carriers,"  said  student  racer  David 
Seagle,  "and  I  can  truly  say,  'Wow, 
what  a  rush  it  is  to  drive  a  race  car.'  " 

The  school  will  not  qualify  people 
for  their  NASCAR  licenses,  but  it  does 
offer  a  realistic  look  into  racing  and  the 
skills  needed  to  excel.  This  buffet  of  in- 
depth  classes  is  what  RPDE  owners  had 
in  mind  when  the  company  began  in 
1990.  By  offering  a  diverse  driving  ex- 
perience, the  school  caters  to  drivers 
hoping  to  improve  their  racing  skills. 
The  majority  of  the  appeal,  though,  lies 
with  novices  seeking  a  glimpse  into  the 
roUercoaster  rush  of  auto  racing  -  an 
inkling  of  what  it  feels  like  to  be  Terry 
Labonte,  Dale  Jarrett  or  even  the  King 
himself  for  a  day.  □ 

For  more  information  call  (800) 
BE-PETTY  or  log  on  the  Internet  at 
www.1800BEPETTY.com. 


Students  dress  for  speed 

Each  student  of  ttie  Richard  Petty  Driving  Experience  is 
issued  a  helmet,  goggles  and  driving  suit.  There  are  no  weight 
or  height  restrictions.  Since  there  are  no  car  doors,  drivers  sim- 
ply must  be  nimble  enough  to  climb  through  the  car  window. 

Under  the  hoods  of  Petty's  cars,  students  will  see  a  Win- 
ston-Cup caliber  chassis  and  a  Chevy  engine  with  all  the  high- 
output  gadgets  necessary  to  generate  600  horsepower  -  a  mere 
140  shy  of  what  Ernie  Irvan's  machine  generates.  The  owners 
realize  that  their  customers  have  paid  to  drive  a  stock  car  and 
have  taken  great  pains  to  "ensure  they  get  the  real  thing." 
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Why  Paint  It?  IJ 
When  It's  So 

Easy  To 

Erase  It! 


NT 


Without  Sanding,  Painting, 
Waxing  or  Buffing! 

WORKS  ON  ANY 
COLOR  CAR! 


srEciAi 

MONEY  »W<^ 
VOOORDHB 

nw 


It's  the  automotive 
breakthrough  discovery  of  the  year!  Science's 
new  wipe-on  wonder-formula  that  blends  and 
merges  itself  with  your  car's  paint— then  coats,  fills  in 
and  seals  surface  scratches,  chips,  nicks  and  scrapes— so 
your  car's  finish  looks  showroom  new  IN  JUST  SECONDS! 

WORKS  ON  ALL  FINISHES  -ALL  PAINTS  -ALL  MAKE  CARS 
SO  THERE  ARE  NO  COLORS  TO  MATCH! 

Best  of  all  it's  so  darned  easy.  Just  wipe  it  on  and  wipe  it  off.  There's 
no  sanding,  no  priming,  no  repainting— and  most  important  NO 
COLORS  TO  MATCH!  That's  because  this  new  wonder  formula 
actually  draws  up,  blends  and  merges  your  car's  existing  paint 
right  over  scratches,  nicks  and  chips.  So  you  get  a  perfect  match 
every  time— no  matter  what  color  paint  on  your  car  or  truck...no 
matter  what  year  or  model. 

LIKE  GETHNG  A  FACTORY  TOUCH-UP 
WITHOUT  LIFTING  A  BRUSH! 

In  fact,  it  covers,  fills  in  and  bonds  so  flawlessly  you  can  even  run 
your  fingers  over  areas  that  only  moments  ago  were  marred  by 
jagged  scratches  and  chips . .  .  and  they  not  only  look,  but  feel 
as  smooth  and  glossy  as  the  day  your  car  first  rolled  off  the 
factory  floor. 

ALSO  WIPES  AWAY  RUST  AND  PITTING  - 
AND  RESTORES  CHROME,  TOO! 
Called  'SCRATCH  AWAY',  this  new  8  oz.  wonder-formula  is  great 
for  cars,  vans,  tmcks,  motorcycles,  boats...kitchen  appliances  too. 
Why  it  even  makes  chrome,  brass,  silver  and  copper  look 
like  new  again  in  just  minutes,  with  a  single  wipe-it-on, 
wipe-it-off  treatment. 

©2000,  National  TV  Bargains,  1  Eversley  Ave.,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 


Just  wipe  it  on  - 
wipe  it  off, 
scratches  vanish  before 
your  very  eyes! 


So  to  end  those  aggravating  shopping  center  mars  and  scars 
forever,  order  today  on  special  low,  introductory  price.  FULL 
SIX  MONTH  MONEY-BACK  GUARANTEE  (less  p&h).  Act  now! 


National  TV  Bargains,  Dept.  SCWA-0200 

One  Eversley  Avenue,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 

Send  me  Scratch  Away  on  your  inoney  back  guarantee  if  not  delighted  (less  p&h) 

□  One  (1)  -8  oz.  SCRATCH  AWAY  only  $14.98  plus  S3  p&h 

□  Save:  Two  (2)-SCRATCH  AWAYS  only  $19.96  ($9.98  ea.)  plus  $5  p&h 

□  Fleet  Special:  Six  (6)-  SCRATCH  AWAYS  only  $49.98  plus  S8  p&h 

Enc.  is  $  (check  or  M.O.).  CT  residents  add  sales  tax. 

Charge  it:  □  MasterCard    □  Visa 


Address . 

City  


Heroic  Legionnaire 

Dies  Suliilning 
Bonman 


Ron  Robertson  sacrificed  liis  life  wliile  taclding  a 
gunman  and  saving  tiie  lives  of  employees  and 
patients  at  the  West  Anaheim  Medical  Center. 


Robertson  wat 


fire  was  dismissed  by  some 
first-floor  staff  as  popping  balloons. 

Luckily  for  them,  Robertson,  50, 
correctly  identified  the  noise.  When  the 
member  of  Placentia  Post  277  spotted 
Trinh  on  the  first  floor,  he  attempted  to 
isolate  the  shooter  from  the  crowded 
lobby.  The  Vietnam  veteran  was  shot 
once  in  the  chest  as  he  released  the 
heavy,  automatic  doors.  Once  wound- 
ed, Robertson  charged  the  gunman  and 
pinned  him  to  the  ground  while  being 
shot  twice  more  -  mortally  wounding 
the  father  of  three. 

The  shots 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Assistant  Editor 

DUNG  TRINH'S  mother  died  at 
6:40  a.m.  at  the  Anaheim 
Memorial  West  Hospital  Sept. 
14.  According  to  authorities, 
this  was  the  spark  that  triggered 
the  tragedy  that  unfolded  four 
hours  later  at  the  nearby  Ana- 
heim West  Medical  Center. 
  Trinh  chose  to  blame  her 

death  on  the  medical  center,  the  facility 
that  had  replaced  her  hip  three  months 


earher.  The  result  of  his  misdirected 
rage  left  three  people  dead.  The  death 
toll  would  certainly  have  been  higher 
had  it  not  been  for  Ron  Robertson's 
v.  .'!;irgiiess  to  sacrifice  his  life  to  protect 
the  patients  and  staff  scrambling  in  the 
hospital's  lobby. 

Trinh 's  five-minute  rampage  began 
when  he  strolled  undetected  into  the 
medical  center  armed  with  at  least  two 
handguns.  The  enraged  Vietnamese 
immigrant  first  killed  one  hospital  em- 
ployee on  the  second  floor  then  moved 
to  the  stairwell  where  he  shot  another 
person  on  the  landing.  The  distant  gun- 


sent  nearly 
everyone  diving 
under  desks  or 
hiding  behind 
doors.  The  ex- 
ception was  Joe 
Nuzzo,  a  patient 
who  came  to 
Robertson's  aid 
and  held  down 
the  screaming 
gunman  as 
Robertson 
leaned  on  a 
wall,  fell  to  his 
knees  then  col- 
lapsed to  the 
floor.  The  gun- 
man's rants  of 
"you  killed  my 


According  to  an  article 
in  ttie  Orange  County 
Register,  Dung  Trinti 
hopes  to  receive  ttie 
deatti  penalty  soon  so 
he  can  be  reunited 
with  his  mother. 
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mother!"  were  soon  drowned  by  the 
medical  center's  "code  blue"  alarms 
alerting  the  staff  of  a  cardiac  arrest. 

Weeks  later,  Dr.  Alan  Osgood 
slipped  into  a  distant  gaze  as  his 
mind's  eye  replayed  the  scene  of  hear- 
ing three  simultaneous  code  blues, 
comparing  the  need  to  be  at  three 
places  at  once  to  the  fog  of  combat. 
Since  Osgood  was  already  on  the 
ground  floor,  he  went  to  Robertson 
first.  "Ron  was  on  the  deck,  someone 
was  holding  the  gunman  and  the  Ana- 
heim Police  came  in,"  said  the  emer- 
gency room  physician.  "Ron  was  still 
awake  and  gritting  his  teeth  while  a 
nurse  was  [resuscitating]  him." 

Professional  objectivity  usually 
keeps  a  doctor's  emotions  at  bay  when 
a  patient  dies.  Losing  Robertson  during 
surgery  shattered  that  barrier  not  just  for 
the  doctors  and  nurses,  but  for  the  entire 
staff.  "You  learn  to  be  compassionate, 
but  you  draw  the  line  and  don't  bring  it 
home  with  you,"  said  fellow  employee 
Diane  Wolf.  "I've  been  leaving  it  at 
work  for  26  years,  but  now  I'm  taking  it 
home  with  me." 


Ron  and  Suzanne  Robertson. 


At  Robertson's  home,  Ron's  wife, 
Suzanne,  was  sleeping.  She  had  finished 
the  night  shift  at  Kizer  Hospital  where 
she  works  as  a  registered  nurse.  Mary 
Cummins,  Ron's  co-worker  and  friend  of 
Suzanne,  was  tasked  with  bringing  her  to 
the  hospital.  Policy  prevented  Cummins 
from  breaking  the  news,  but  Suzanne's 
intuition  broke  it  for  her.  "From  being  a 
nurse  for  25  years,  I  knew,"  said 
Suzanne.  "I  knew  because  they  didn't 
want  me  to  drive  my  car.  I  knew  because 
Mary  had  said  that  Ron  had  asked  for 
Sue.  He  hasn't  called  me  that  for  years." 

Post  Commander  Porfi  Duarte 


watched  the  breaking  news  while 
preparing  for  his  Post  meeting.  "It 
didn't  register  until  my  First  Vice 
Commander  caDed  me,"  said  Duarte. 
"I  heard  the  name  'Ronald  Robertson' 
on  TV,  but  it  caught  me  off  guard  be- 
cause we  all  knew  him  as  Ron." 

In  Memory.  To  commemorate  their 
fallen  comrade.  Post  members  draped 
the  charter  with  a  ceremonial  black  cloth 
and  played  "Taps."  More  importantly, 
though,  they  pledged  themselves  to  help 
his  family.  Duarte  extended  the  use  of 
the  Post  home  for  the  gathering  after  the 
funeral.  The  Auxiliary,  in  tum,  offered 
to  cook  all  the  food  for  the  guests. 

"Had  this  happened 
during  combat,  Ron 
Robertson  wouidhave 
been  awarded  the 
Medai  of  Honor  " 

-  Dr.  Alan  Osgood 

"The  Legion  has  been  astronomical," 
said  Suzanne.  "They've  really  taken  us 
under  their  wing."  The  Post  helped  her 
navigate  through  the  VA  maze  of  pa- 
perwork. According  to  Suzanne,  apply- 
ing for  all  the  benefits  and  scholarships 
could  have  taken  three  weeks.  "Every- 
thing was  together  and  ready  to  sign.  It 
only  took  two  hours,"  she  said. 


The  scholarships,  along  with  the 
$1,000  raised  by  the  Post,  have  already 
been  put  to  use.  Seventeen-year-old  Bri- 
an, the  oldest  of  the  three  teenage  chil- 
dren, is  a  freshman  at  FuUerton  Junior 
College. 

The  Post  also  arranged  a  formal 
commemoration.  Guests  said  the  most 
touching  moment  came  when  Brian, 
Derek  and  Colleen  were  each  presented 
a  burial  flag.  "They've  lost  part  of  their 
childhood,"  said  Suzanne.  "They  know 
now  that  life's  not  fair,  and  they  now 
have  to  make  decisions  that  count." 

The  medical  center  staff  has  been 
equally  compassionate  toward  the 
three  other  victims'  families.  Soon  af- 
ter the  tragedy,  a  ceremony  was  held  in 
the  lobby  and  memorial  funds  were  set 
up.  The  center  also  dedicated  a  serene 
painting  that  will  remain  on  display  on 
the  second  floor.  Comments  from 
Robertson's  colleagues  serve  as  an 
equally  honorable  tribute:  "Had  this 
happened  during  combat,"  said 
Osgood,  "Ron  Robertson  would  have 
been  awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor." 

Perhaps  there  will  be  medals  award- 
ed for  Robertson's  heroism.  But  as  local 
reporter  Gordon  DiUow  duly  noted, 
there  is  no  medal  or  word  to  honor 
Robertson.  "The  experts  all  advise:  run 
away,  crawl  under  a  desk,  save  your- 
self," wrote  Dillow,  Orange  County 
Register  columnist.  "It's  good,  sound, 
rational  advice.  But  thank  God  there  are 
still  people  [like  Ron  Robertson]  out 
there  who  are  unwilling  to  take  it."  U 

Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 
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Artist's  rendition  of  a  shotgun  with  the  "stun,"  "disable"  or  "destroy"  selector. 

Program  studies  futuristic  weapons'  teciinology 

U.S.  service  members  may  soon 
be  able  to  dial  in  the  stopping  power 
of  their  weapons  if  a  promising 
technology  at  the  Oak  Ridge  Na- 
tional Laboratory  in  Tennessee 


proves  effective. 

The  Oak  Ridge  project  centers  on 
high-energy  cartridges  that  contain 
water  and  aluminum  as  propellants. 
When  the  cartridges  are  electrically 
triggered,  the  aluminum  liquifies 


and  vaporizes  the  water,  generating 
the  pressure  that  forces  the  round  out 
the  barrel.  The  projectile  could  be 
made  of  lead,  steel  or  even  fluid,  de- 
pending on  the  situation. 

Unlike  gunpowder,  researchers 
say,  the  vapor  "pulse"  is  scaleable, 
meaning  shooters  can  precisely  vary 
the  force  of  the  projectile's  impact. 
They  could  set  their  weapons  to 
"stun,"  "disable"  or  "destroy." 


Commissary  rules  ciiange 

Due  to  a  recent  change  in  its  visitor 
policy,  the  Defense  Commissary 
Agency  will  now  allow  active-duty 
personnel  and  their  dependants  to  bring 
guests  inside  while  the  service  mem- 
bers shop  at  most  commissaries.  The 
policy  change  emerged  from  commis- 
sary patrons'  requests. 

For  instance,  shoppers  have  asked  if 
they  could  bring  in  relatives  visiting 
from  out  of  town  rather  than  making 
them  wait  in  the  car.  DeCA  had  also 
heard  from  military  spouses  who  found 
it  difficult  to  use  commissaries  when 
they  provided  home  day  care,  officials 
said. 

Plan  pays  iiousing  costs 

Off-base  housing  may  soon  become 
readily  affordable  for  all  military  per- 
sonnel. Defense  Secretary  William  Co- 
hen announced  that  President  Clinton's 
2001  budget  calls  on  government  to 
pay  full  costs  of  off-base  housing  with- 
in five  years. 

Initial  steps  include  using  $160  mil- 
lion to  lower  members'  costs  to  15  per- 
cent of  the  rent  or  mortgage  from  the 
current  19  percent  by  raising  the  basic 
housing  allowance.  Over  the  next  five 
years  the  Pentagon  will  set  aside  $3  bil- 
lion to  cover  all  costs  by  2005. 

Due  to  retention  difficulties,  the 
Clinton  administration  proposed  the 
measure  to  encourage  more  young  peo- 
ple to  consider  a  military  career  and 
keep  those  already  in  for  longer  peri- 
ods. Lowered  costs  will  allow  enlisted 
personnel  with  the  rank  of  Army  pri- 
vate or  Marine  corporal  to  save  $35  per 
month  next  year  and  $175  by  2005. 

Up  to  750,000  of  the  1 .4  million  ac- 
tive-duty members  receive  off-base 
housing  allowances.  Many  choose  off- 
base  housing  due  to  the  proliferation  of 
substandard  facilities  on  bases. 

DoD  officiai  siams  CBS 

According  to  Bernard  D.  Rostker, 
head  of  DoD's  office  on  Gulf  War  Ill- 
nesses, CBS  told  only  half  the  story  in 
a  recently  aired  "60  Minutes"  piece 
about  the  Army's  use  of  depleted  ura- 
nium in  combat.  The  news  program 
highlighted  the  Army's  failure  to  train 
personnel  in  the  proper  use  of  depleted 
uranium,  or  DU,  used  for  its  hardness 


and  density  in  tank-piercing  rounds  as 
well  as  tank  armor  plating. 

This  lack  of  training,  according  to 
"60  Minutes,"  resulted  in  excessive 
personnel  exposure  to  the  material. 
Rostker  said,  however,  that  the  pro- 
gram failed  to  mention  that  no  person- 
nel have  ever  suffered  harm  from  expo- 
sure to  DU,  which  is  40  percent  less  ra- 
dioactive than  natural  uranium. 

According  to  Rostker,  he  had  a  45- 
minute  interview  with  "60  Minutes," 
yet  appeared  in  the  broadcast  for  less 
than  a  minute.  He  said  the  program 
only  briefly  mentioned  the  extensive 
VA  studies  on  DU  that  found  the  mate- 
rial to  be  non-harmful  to  personnel. 

Depleted  uranium  is  a  mainstay  of 
our  armed  forces.  According  to  Rostk- 
er, no  tank  protected  with  DU  plating 
was  pierced  over  the  course  of  the  Gulf 
War  and  DU  projectiles  destroyed  ene- 
my tanks  at  ranges  up  to  3,000  meters. 


Missiie  defense  test  fails 

Initial  reports  indicate  a  Jan.  18  Na- 
tional Missile  Defense  test  failure  lies 
with  two  infrared  sensors  on  an  experi- 
mental missile.  However,  a  senior  mil- 
itary official  said  the  missile's  other 
guidance  systems  functioned  well  dur- 
ing the  $100  million  test. 

The  infrared  sensors  that  malfunc- 
tioned on  the  test  missile,  launched 
from  Kwajalein  Missile  Range  in  the 
Pacific,  guide  the  ordnance  at  the 
flight's  end,  according  to  the  offi- 
cial. The  exercise  tasked  the  experi- 
mental national  missile  defense  sys- 
tem to  destroy  a  simulated  warhead 
onboard  a  Minuteman  missile 
launched  from  Vandenberg  Air 
Force  Base,  Calif. 

The  official  said  DoD  could  "ab- 
solutely" overcome  the  technical  chal- 
lenges of  the  program. 
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Historic  Limited  Sale... 


AMERICA'S  FIRST 


Deluxe  display  case  features  a 
special  viewing  window. 


The  Washington  Mint  Announces  the  Limited  Sale  of  the  Most 
Important  Coin  of  the  Millennium  ...  Limited  Advance  Price  Only  $39.95 


RARE  HISTORIC  SIGNIFICANCE 
THE  FIRST  FULL  COLOR 
U.S.  SILVER  DOLLAR  OF  THE  MILLENNIUM 

You  can  now  own  the  coin  that  marks  the  most  important  milestone  in  numismatic 
history  -  the  Full  Color  2000  American  Silver  Eagle.  It  is  the  HRST  U.S.  Silver 
Dollar  of  the  new  millennium,  and  this  is  the  first  time  it  has  been  made  available 
in  full,  vibrant,  glowing  color.  Using  new  21st  century  technology,  it  is  also  the 
most  beautiful  American  coin  in  history  -  but  it  is  a  strictly  limited  edition. 

THE  AMERICAN  SILVER  EAGLE  --  THE  FIRST  COIN 
IN  HISTORY  MINTED  FROM  .999  PURE  SILVER 

The  magnificent  Silver  Eagle  is  the  first  legal  tender  coin  ever  struck  by  the 
Federal  Government  from  .999  PURE  SILVER.  So  pure,  it  is  the  same  silver  used 
by  NASA  for  critical  electrical  components  aboard  the  Space  Shuttle.  And  so  big, 
it  is  the  largest  and  heaviest  silver  coin  in  U.S.  history. 

A  BREAFHIAKING  DESIGN 
COMES  TO  LIFE  IN  AMERICA'S  FIRST  FULL 
COLOR  LIMITED  EDITION  SILVER  DOLLAR 

The  spectacular  design  on  the  Full  Color  2000  Silver  Eagle  is  the  same  legendary 
Walking  Liberty  that  was  first  used  on  America's  Silver  Half  Dollars  from  1916- 
1947.  These  classic  coins  are  among  the  most  sought-after  by  collectors  today  - 
largely  due  to  the  dramatic  image  of  Lady  Liberty  ...  the  same  Lady  Liberty  that 
now,  for  the  first  time  this  millennium,  walks  in  FULL  COLOR  on  the  2000  Silver 
Eagle.  It  is  a  truly  historic  coin  to  hold,  and  an  outstanding  addition  to  any  col- 
lection 

UNPRECEDENTED  SPECIFICATIONS 
--  AND  A  FREE  DISPLAY  CASE 

The  specifications  for  this  spectacular  coin  are  unprecedented. 
•Limited  Edition  -  250,000  Color  Coins  Worldwide. 
•Historic  First  Silver  Dollar  -  The  First  Full  Color  2000  Silver  Eagle  Ever! 

Never  Before  Available! 

•Pure  .999  Silver-  One  Full  Ounce  of  Gleaming  .999  Pure  Silver  in  the 
Magnificent  Silver  Eagle. 


•Largest  American  Coin  Ever-  Measuring  a  Massive  40.6mm  in  Diameter! 
Unmatched  by  any  Other  American  Coin! 
•Brilliant  Uncirculated  Condition  -  Never  Struck  for  Circulation! 
•Certificate  of  Authenticity  -  Hand  Numbered. 
•  FREE  Deluxe  Window  Display  Case. 

QUANTITY  DISCOUNTS  AVAILABLE 

Beginning  today,  orders  will  be  accepted  on  a  strict  first-come,  first-served  basis 
according  to  the  time  and  date  of  the  order.  Customers  are  urged  to  secure  their  coins 
immediately  by  calling  the  toll-free  number  below.  Earliest  orders  will  receive  the 
lowest  available  registration  numbers.  DO  NOT  DELAY! 
You  can  order:  (Item  #1602533) 
ONE  Full  Color  Sliver  Eagle  for  just  $39.95 
THREE  Full  Color  Silver  Eagles  for  just  $115.95  -  Save  Over  3% 
FIVE  Full  Color  Silver  Eagles  for  just  $189.75  -  Save  5% 
TEN  Full  Color  Silver  Eagles  for  just  $369.50  -  Save  Over  7% 
TWENTY  Full  Color  Silver  Eagles  for  just  $719.  -  Save  Over  10% 
Shipping,  handling,  and  insurance  is  limited  to  $5.50  per  order,  regardless  of 
quantity  ordered. 

CALL  NOW  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-926-MINT 

Ext.  50281  (24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week) 

A  major  credit  card  is  necessary  to  secure  your  telephone  reservation,  and  The 
Washington  Mint  fully  guarantees  satisfaction  with  a  money-back  policy  for  a  full  60 
days.  Check  orders  can  be  mailed  to  The  Washington  Mint,  Order  Processing  Center. 
Offer  Code  50281,  13605  First  Avenue  North,  Minneapolis,  IVIN  55441-5497.  Please 
be  sure  to  include  $5.50  per  order  for  shipping  and  handling  charge  in  your  check 
total. 

The  Washington  Mint,  LLC® 

Since  1 98 1 ,  The  Washington  Mint  has  procured  rare  coins,  secured  bullion  and  struck  medallions 
for  the  American  numismatic  public  as  an  independent  private  mint,  not  affiliated  with  the  United 
States  Government.  This  independence  provides  the  cornerstone  for  our  commitment  to  excel- 
lence in  both  product  and  service,  and  most  importantly,  it  guarantees  to  our  customers  essential 
rights  and  complete  satisfaction. 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.washingtonmintcom  116025331 


Before  the  federal  government 
spends  $15  million  on  an  announced 
gun  "buyback"  plan  -  a  concept  where 
people  are  paid  to  turn  in  their  guns  - 
Congress  may  want  to  consider  how 
the  program  has  fared  in  various  cities. 

It  sounds  good,  but  in  the  nation's 
capital,  people  are  turning  in  cheap  and 
old  guns  for  a  profit.  The  Washington 
Post  says  a  federal  analysis  of  the  D.C. 
program  shows  people  are  getting  $100 
for  guns  barely  worth  $30  on  the  streets. 

So  what's  to  stop  these  people  from 
using  the  extra  money  to  buy  a  few  more 
cheap  guns  or  perhaps  a  better  gun?  The 
buyback  plans  may  enable  criminals  to 
modernize  their  arsenals,  leaving  law- 
abiding  citizens  even  more  vulnerable. 


Did  China  steal  America  s  nuclear 
secrets?  Many  people  thought  this  is- 
sue was  resolved  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  National  Security  and  Mili- 
tary/Commercial Concerns  with  the 
People's  Republic  of  China.  Chaired 
by  Rep.  Christopher  Cox,  R-Calif.,  the 
committee  unanimously  supported  a 
report  concluding  China  had  commit- 
ted serious  nuclear  espionage  against 
the  United  States. 

When  the  Stanford  University  Cen- 
ter for  International  Security  and  Coop- 
eration challenged  the  evidence  for  the 
charge,  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on 
Intelligence  went  into  action.  The  com- 
mittee's staff  director,  Nicholas  Ros- 
tow,  released  a  blistering  critique  say- 
ing the  Stanford  group  is  dead  wrong 
about  China  and  was  wrong  about  the 
old  Soviet  Union  as  well. 

"In  1986,"  he  wrote,  "the  center 
published  a  437-page  report  detailing 
the  Soviet  Union's  'good'  record  of 
compliance  with  arms  control  treaties. 
...  The  findings  of  this  report  were  re- 
pudiated in  1989  when  then-Soviet  for- 
eign minister  Eduard  Shevardnadze  ad- 
mitted the  Soviet  Union  had  in  fact  vi- 
olated the  ABM  treaty." 

On  the  China  matter,  one  member  of 
the  Stanford  group  put  out  a  press  re- 
lease saying  former  U.S.  nuclear 
weapons  scientist  Wen  Ho  Lee  had 
"not  been  charged  with  any  crime." 
Yet  the  scientist  had  been  indicted  five 
days  earlier  on  59  counts  of  violating 
the  Atomic  Energy  Act. 


Victims  of  state-sponsored  terrorist 
acts,  Wke  the  families  of  the  19  Ameri- 
can servicemen  Icilled  in  the  1996 
bombing  of  Khobar  Towers  in  Saudi 
Arabia,  may  be  able  to  sue  for  dam- 


ages. Khobar  Towers  is  a  compound 
of  administrative  and  living  facilities 
for  American  military  members  in 
Dhahran,  Saudi  Arabia. 


Settlements  Against  State-Sponsered  Terrorists? 


The  1996  bombing  of  the  Khobar 
Towers  in  Saudi  Arabia  killed  19 
American  servicemen  and  wounded 
500.  Can  the  victims'  families  sue  the 
government  of  Iran,  the  reputed  state 
sponsor  of  this  terrorist  act,  in  court? 

Washington,  D.C,  attorney  Steven 
Perles  says  he's  examining  the  possi- 
bility. Such  a  suit,  he  says,  "may  pro- 
vide a  vehicle  by  which  servicemen's 
families  can  deter  future  acts  of  terror- 
ism against  men  in  uniform  because 
they  are  certainly  among  the  most 
high-profile  U.S.  nationals  overseas." 

Perles  has  already  won  a  judgment 
of  $247  million  against  Iran  for  its 
role  in  a  1995  bombing  in  Israel  that 
killed  American  college  student  Alisa 
Flatow.  But  after  a  1998  federal  trial 
ordered  Iran  to  pay  the  damages,  the 


State  Department  intervened  to  stop 
the  Flatow  family  from  seizing  Iran- 
ian assets  to  satisfy  the  judgment.  It 
argued  such  a  move  would  inhibit 
diplomatic  relations. 

On  the  Khobar  matter,  the  State 
Department  says  it  is  investigating 
the  involvement  of  Saudi  nationals 
and  Iranian  government  officials  in 
the  massive  truck  bomb  blast  but  has 
not  "reached  a  conclusion  regarding 
whether  the  attack  was  directed  by 
the  government  of  Iran." 

However,  Newsweek  reports  the 
United  States  has  "hard  evidence" 
of  the  Iranian  government  role  in 
the  Khobar  attack  as  well  as  the 
truck  bomb  that  killed  241  Marines 
in  Beirut  in  1983. 

-C.K. 


Ik'ing  under  iiivesiigatioii  by  a  U.N. 
tribunal  for  "war  crimes"  isn't  the  only 
problem  the  United  States  and  NATO 
face  over  the  war  in  Kosovo.  It  turns 
out  claims  about  Serbian  atrocities 
were  vastly  overblown.  The  United 
States  once  said  more  than  200,000 
Albanians  were  "missing"  and  pre- 
sumably murdered.  The  United  States 
now  officially  estimates  the  Serbs 
killed  10,000  Kosovo  Albanians. 

But  even  this  figure  could  be  inflated. 


In  its  report  on  "Ethnic  cleansing  in 
Kosovo,"  the  State  Department  says 
2,100  bodies  have  been  exhumed  from 
195  mass  graves,  an  average  of  eleven 
per  grave.  If  the  remaining  334  graves 
yield  the  same  average  number  of  bod- 
ies, though,  the  total  would  rise  to  only 
about  6,000.  The  State  Department 
brings  the  figure  to  10,000  by  insisting 
there  are  mass  graves  "whose  locations 
are  unknown,"  and  other  bodies  were 
"bumed  or  destroyed  by  Serbian  forces." 

-  Cliff  Kincaid 
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All  26  Original 
Uncut  Programs 

HERE'S  WHAT  YOU  GET 


Complete  Set  of  All  26  Original  Programs  —  By  Far  The 
Most  Thrilling  Official  Battle  Films  Ever  Released! 


ii 


Volume  #1 


Design  for  War  •  The  Pacific 
Boils  Over  •  Sealing  the  Breech  • 
Midway  is  East  •  Mediterranean 
Mosaic  •  Guadalcanal 


Volume  #2 


I       Rings  Around  Rabaul  • 
1    Marenstrum  •  Sea  and  Sand  • 
„  Beneath  the  Southern  Cross  •  The 
Magnetic  North  •  Conquest  of 
Micronesia  •  Melanesian 
Nightmare 


Volume  #3 


Roman  Renaissance  •  D-Day  • 
Killers  and  the  Kill  •  The  Turkey 
Shoot  •  Two  if  by  Sea  •  The  Battle 
for  Leyte  Gulf 


Volume  #4 


Return  of  the  Allies  •  Full  Fathom 

BFate  of  Europe  •  Target 
achi  •  The  Road  to 
y  •  Suicide  for  Glory  • 
esign  for  Peace 


They  held  TV  audiences  Absolutely  spell- 
bound when  first  broadcast  on  national 
TV.  The  last  and  final  great  battles  in  the 
history  of  naval  warfare.  So  action  packed — 
(produced  from  actual  zoom-lens  footage 
filmed  in  the  heat  of  battle)  —  you'll  hear  the 
roar  of  the  guns...  see  bombs  and  shells  tear 
ships  to  shreds...  witness  boats,  planes,  subs 
and  entire  crews  of  Japanese  and  Nazis  sent  to 
a  watery  grave.  So  authentic  you'll  feel  you  are 
sitting  on  the  deck  of  a  battleship  —  in  the 
cockpit  of  a  dive  bomber... or  aiming  through 
a  sub's  periscope  with  a  ringside  seat  to  the 
fires  of  Hell  that  raged  for  over  4  years  in  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific. 

EVERY  MAJOR  BATTLE,  FROM  THE 
CRUSHING  OF  JAPAN'S  NAVY  AT 
MIDW^AY— TO  THE  DEATH-BLOWS 
TO  GERMANY'S  U-BOAT  WOLF 
PACKS  THAT  TURNED  THE 
ATLANTIC  INTO  AN  AMERICAN 
LAKE'! 

Narrated  by  Leonard  Graves  with  background 
music  by  Richard  Rogers,  here  on  four  incred- 
ible videos,  over  1 2  hours,  is  the  battle-by-bat- 
tle history  of  our  eventual  Victory  At  Sea.  It's  a 
complete  video  encyclopedia  of  the  history  of 
naval  warfare  in  World  War  II...  all  26  original 
full-length  programs...  guaranteed  to  electrify, 
educate  and  entertain  you  and  your  family  for 


countless  years  to  come!  1,000's  of  collections 
originally  sold  for  $149.95,  yours  now  at  a 
give-away  price! 

 [mail  no-risk  coupon  today}--- 

VIDEO  BARGAINS,  Dept.  VSAD-0306 
One  Eversley  Ave.,  Norwalk,  CI  06851-5844 

Please  rush  me  those  Victory  At  Sea  Documentaries  on 

Video  Tape  I  have  checked  below  on  your  full  money  back 
guarantee  (less  p&h)  if  not  delighted. 

□  VOL.  #1  6  Original  Uncut  programs  only  $9.98 

□  VOL.  #2  7  Original  Uncut  programs  only  $9.98 

□  VOL.  #3  6  Original  Uncut  programs  only  $9.98 

□  VOL.  #4  7  Original  Uncut  programs  only  $9.98 

□  SAVE  BIG!  All  VOLUMES  for  only  $36.98. 
Add  only  $5  P&H  no  matter  how  many  volumes  you  order. 

□  Special  Rush  Priority  Delivery  Option  add  an  addi- 
tional $5  P&H:  Total  $10  P&H 

Enclosed  is  $  CT  Res.  add  6%  sales  tax. 


CHARGE  IT: 

Acct.  #  

Exp.  Date  

Name  

Address  

City  

State 


□  VISA  □  IVIasterCard 


_Zip_ 


nc  isms 


Ul  U.S.  MIIIIARY  [ORGlii  DIKRtllllMIIKD? 


Sen.  James  Inhofe,  R-Okla. 


^^^^^^^^H  II W  n  Over  the  past  seven  years,  this 
^^^HBbH^H  U  L  ^  administration's  foreign  poli- 
pHI^^^^^H    1  i  II  ''^       stretched  our  military 

mm  H    i  ™W  thin.  Shrinking  budgets  and 

I  ill-defined  missions  have  left  the  military 

I  unable  to  meet  its  most  basic  goals.  De- 

^^i^  spite  seven  straight  years  of  less  funding, 

^L/^lte'^fllB  our  troops  have  been  deployed  to  50  mis- 
sions,  draining  critical  resources. 
More  and  more,  the  military  is  being  used  in  situations  that 
are  not  in  our  national  interest  and  with  no  plausible  end.  In 
Haiti  and  Somalia,  U.S.  troops  were  given  peacekeeping  mis- 
sions that  had  no  positive  effect  or  ended  disastrously.  Mean- 
while, our  involvement  in  the  former  Yugoslavia  has  been  ex- 
panding without  evidence  of  achieving  any  objectives.  First  in 
Bosnia  and  later  in  Kosovo,  our  troops  were  deployed  with  no 
clear  strategic  goal,  no  exit  strategy  and  no  vital  national  in- 
terest at  stake.  Without  any  clear  criteria  for  success,  the  result 
is  an  open-ended  engagement  with  no  end  in  sight. 

America's  core  national  interests  include  maintaining 
military  dominance  and  protecting  us  from  threats  at  home 
and  abroad.  Our  current 
state  of  unreadiness  leaves 
us  vulnerable  in  several 
global  hot  spots.  For  ex- 
ample, in  Kosovo,  a  carrier 
group  had  to  be  transferred 
from  the  Persian  Gulf, 
making  us  unable  to  re- 
spond to  any  sudden  action 
by  Saddam  Hussein  or  any  other  unstable  elements  in  that 
region.  Additionally,  our  effectiveness  in  Kosovo  was  ham- 
pered by  the  lack  of  transport  elements  to  move  equipment 
to  that  theater. 

Our  national  security  strategy  requires  us  to  be  able  to  fight 
two  nearly  simultaneous  regional  conflicts.  Currently,  there 
are  legitimate  security  threats  in  Iraq,  North  Korea  and  Tai- 
wan, just  to  name  a  few  of  the  more  pressing  concerns.  But  the 
logistical  problems  encountered  in  the  Kosovo  operation 
demonstrated  that  we  are  not  even  equipped  to  fight  on  one 
front.  And  that  is  without  considering  that  we  have  no  defense 
against  a  single  missile  fired  by  a  rogue  nuclear  power. 

As  chairman  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Readiness  Sub- 
committee, I  am  charged  with  ensuring  that  our  armed  forces 
are  able  to  meet  the  challenges  before  us.  Our  once-substantial 
military  has  been  downsized  40 
percent  since  the  the  Gulf  War. 
This  is  simply  not  acceptable 
given  the  crucial  nature  of 
defending  our  shores  and  vita! 
national  interests  abroad.  It  is 
imperative  that  we  maintain  a 
strong  military  with  a  well- 
defined  sense  of  purpose. 


"More  and  more,  the 
military  is  being  used  in 
situations  that  are  not  in 
our  national  interest  and 
with  no  plausible  end." 


Sen.  John  Kerry,  D-Mass. 


Your  Opinions  Count,  Too. 


Senators^indrepfesentatives are interesiea  in c 
stituent  viewpoints.  You  may  express  your  views  by  writ- 
ing The  Honorable  (name),  U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  DC 
20510,  or  The  Honorable  (name).  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Washington,  DC  20515.  You  may  call  the  Senate  at 
(202)  224-3121;  the  House  at  (202)  225-3121. 


In  spite  of  growing  isolationism 
among  some,  the  reality  is  that 
our  troops  are  not  overcommitted 
globally.  Support  for  intemation- 
al  engagement  is  more  important  than  ac- 
knowledged in  public  discourse,  which 
has  itself  become  little  more  than  shad- 
owboxing.  We  cannot  afford  to  abandon 
our  world  leadership  role.  Even  if  pre- 
ferred, globalization  has  made  isolation  impossible.  We  can- 
not be  prosperous  and  secure  in  an  unstable  world.  Maintain- 
ing stability  requires  U.S.  leadership.  Leadership  requires  that 
we  back  words  with  action. 

We  cannot  meet  our  obligations  by  conducting  foreign  pol- 
icy at  cut-rate  prices.  Failing  to  pay  U.N.  dues  undermines  sup- 
port from  allies  who  stand  by  us  in  global  hot  spots.  When  we 
fail  to  support  the  State  Department  budget,  diplomatic  efforts 
suffer  because  our  embassies  are  understaffed  and  vulnerable 
to  terrorism.  Our  engagement  supports  peace  in  Bosnia,  North- 
em  Ireland  and  the  Middle  East.  When  we  faU  to  fund  our  for- 
eign assistance  programs,  we  lose  the  chance  to  build  a  world 
that  reflects  our  interests. 

If  we  are  to  lead,  we 
must  honor  those  who  stand 
on  the  frontlines  for  their 
country.  The  U.S.  military  is 
second  to  none  because  of 
the  people  who  serve.  At  a 
time  when  we  are  asking 
our  military  to  shoulder 
greater  burdens,  we  must  do  more  to  attract  and  retain  bright 
young  men  and  women.  Unfortunately,  we  are  losing  too 
many  dedicated  personnel  and  we  must  do  more  to  meet  our 
future  recruitment  and  retention  goals.  It  is  a  national  disgrace 
that  more  than  12,000  of  our  troops  are  on  food  stamps.  No 
American  should  be  forced  to  choose  between  serving  their 
country  and  bringing  home  enough  money  to  make  ends  meet. 

As  a  veteran,  I  understand  how  important  it  is  to  know  your 
country  is  behind  you  and  that  it  recognizes  your  service.  I  sup- 
ported the  fiscal  2000  Defense  Authorization  and  Appropria- 
tions bills,  which  will  help  our  recruitment  and  retention  prob- 
lems by  offering  a  pay  raise,  reforming  the  pay  table,  establish- 
ing a  retirement  savings  plan  and  expanding  the  GI  BiU  benefits 
for  those  who  serve  in  the  military.  To  secure  a  safe  world  for 
generations  to  come,  we  must  insist  on  renewed  commitment  to 
international  leadership.  We 
must  make  that  case  publicly 
and  aggressively.  But  we  must 
fulfill  our  commitment  to  the 
brave  young  men  and  women 
who  give  our  international  lead- 
ership a  human  face.  Our  global 
leadership  rests  not  just  with 
heads  of  state,  but  in  their  hands. 


To  secure  a  safe  world  for 
generations  to  come,  we 
must  insist  on  renewed 
commitment  to  interna- 
tional leadership." 
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IT'S  TRUE -RICH  GENUINE 
KIDSKIN  LEATHER  -  ONLY  $29.99 

Stuart  McGuire  offers  you  this  ALL-LEATHER 
;hoe  for  an  exceptionally  low  introductory  price! 

INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  ONLY 


$2999 


2  or  More  Pairs  $28.99  each 

COMPARE  AT  $79.99  „  „  _ 

B  8  to  15 

Style  61630  Black  q  6  to  15 

Style  61631  Grey  Ee  ZIZj  to  ^5 

Style  61632  Cordovan  Color  8  to  15 

Style  61633  Brown,  $29.99        Half  sizes  except 

Please  add  $2.00  for  sizes  13  and  larger         1272^  ^3'/2,^4'/^ 
Genuine  leather  inside  and  out  makes  this  handsewn  slip-on  an 
appreciable  value.  Features  include:  •  True  moc  construction 
surrounds  your  foot  in  LEATHER.  •  A  full  LEATHER  moisture- 
wicking  lining  keeps  feet  cool  and  comfortable  all  day  long.  •  A 
genuine  LEATHER  outsole  for  lightweight  comfort  and  durability 

•  3/4  cushioned  LEATHER  heel  pad  to  absorb  walking  impact. 

•  Concealed  elastic  gore  and  durable  resilient  rubber  heel. 


AN  INNOVATION  IN  COMFORT  LEATHER  WEEKENDERS 

The  most  comfortable  shoe  we've  developed  in  our  90  plus  years  of  business! 

INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  ONLY 


$2g99 


2  or  More  Pairs  $28.99  each 

Our  Quick-Grip®  Weekender 
Provides  Leather  Comfort, 
Lightweight  Flexibility  and 
Pillowy  Cushioning  Right  Out 
of  the  Box! 

This  genuine  leather  goes  through  an 
extensive  tanning  process  to  make  it 
supple  and  buttery  smooth.  ggg 
We've  also  provided  extra  toe 
room  and  our  adjustable,  easy 
on/off  Quick-Grip  closure  for  a  more 
customized  fit.  Durable,  lightweight, 
crepe  rubber  soles  are  ribbed  to  guarantee 
sure-footing. 

Style  1 892  Grey     Style  1 897  Cordovan  Color 
Style  1 893  Bone    Style  1 898  Black 
Style  1 894  Tan      Style  1 899  White  $29.99 

Please  add  $2.00  for  size  13  "  " 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  -  ORDER  NOW! 

Stuart  McGuire  Inc.,  425  Well  Street,  Chippewa  Falls,  Wl  54729-1400 
Rush  this  incredible  value  —  for  only  $29.99  per  pair  (2  or  more  pairs  $28.99  each) 
SHIP  TO: 


|Key  #P410K] 


City. 


-Zip 


Daytime  Phone  (_ 


PAYMENT  METHOD 

□  Checker      □  MasterCard  □  Discover    □  VISA  □American 

(16  digits)  (16  digits)         (13 -16  digits)  Express 

(15  digits) 


STYLE 
NO. 


DESCRIPTION 
(color,  type  ot  shoe,  etc.) 


Money  Order 

(payabie  to  Stuart  McGuire) 
CREDIT 
CARD 
NUMBER 


Add  $2.00  for  size  13  &  up 


CARD  OWNER  SIGNATURE 


 /_ 

Mo.  Yr 


CREDIT  CARD  ADDRESS  (if  not  as  above) 


SPECIAL  SHIPPING 

□  STUART  McGUIRE  PRIORITY 

ONE  PAIR  -  $5.00 
(AK,  HI  &  U.S.Terr. -$10.00) 

2  to  6  PAIRS  -  $9.00 
(AK,  HI  &  U.S.Terr.  -$14.00) 

□  STUART  McGUIRE  AIR  EXPRESS 

(add  $15.00  per  item) 
Special  Shipping  is  in  addition  to  the 
regular  shipping  and  handling  charges 


^  Wditional  Special  Shi|pin( 


PRICE  PER 
ITEM 


Oversize  Charge 


Shipping  &  Handling 


1  residents  add  5%  sales  tax 
(Plus  any  local  tax) 


$6.95 


ST 


■  Oniy  Wi  charges  tax  on  all  shipping 


New  law  provides  funeral  honors  for  veterans 


A  3rd  U.S.  Infantry  "The  Old  Guard,"  casket-team  member  secures  the  flag  on  the 
casket  during  a  funeral  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery.  New  legislation  will  require  at 
least  two  military  members  at  all  veterans'  funerals. 


To  repair  a  flagrant,  long-standing 
discrepancy,  a  new  law  mandates 
funeral  honor  details  for  eligible 
veterans. 

As  of  Jan.  1 ,  the  Department  of  De- 
fense is  required  to  provide  two  active- 
duty  service  members,  one  from  the 
deceased's  branch,  at  the  funerals  for 
flag  presentation  and  the  playing  of 
"Taps." 

"These  services  must  be  requested 
as  they  are  not  provided  automatical- 
ly," said  Gail  McGinn,  from  the  Office 
of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 
for  Personnel  Support,  Families  and 
Education. 

Veterans'  service  organizations  as- 
sisting with  honor  details  can  coordi- 
nate with  the  Department  of  Defense  to 
augment  the  ceremony,  providing  fir- 
ing parties  and  other  elements. 

As  Legion  Resolution  No.  68  from 
the  1999  National  Convention  notes, 
with  membership  falling  and  funeral 
numbers  rising,  DoD  is  urged  to  sur- 
pass minimum  funeral  participation 
specified  by  the  law. 

"In  developing  the  policy,  we  real- 
ized the  number  of  requests  for  military 
funeral  honors  was  going  to  increase," 
McGinn  said.  "The  veterans  of  World 
War  II  are  passing  away  -  we're  antic- 
ipating that  there  will  be  about  1,500 
deaths  a  day." 


Requests  for  military  funeral  hon- 
ors are  expected  to  climb  to  at  least 
45  percent  of  those  eligible  -  about 
250,000  this  year  alone.  Exacerbat- 
ing the  problem  is  the  33  percent 
drop  since  1989  in  the  active-duty 
pool  from  which  to  draw  honor  de- 
tails, along  with  a  25  percent  drop  in 
the  reserves. 


"We  believe  it  is  important  to 
demonstrate  the  country's  gratitude  to 
those  who,  in  times  of  war  and  peace, 
have  faithfully  defended  our  country," 
McGinn  said.  "We  want  the  depart- 
ment's Military  Funeral  Honors  Pro- 
gram to  do  that  for  our  veterans  and 
their  families." 

-  Kathy  W.  Farris 


Presideot  signs  veterans'  health  care  act  into  law 


National  Commander  Al  Lance 
praised  the  president's  signing  of  the  Vet- 
erans Millennium  Health  Care  and  Bene- 
fits Act  as  taking  a  step  closer  to  the  Le- 
gion's vision  of  an  adequate  veterans' 
health  care  system. 

The  measure  implemented  a  key  ele- 
ment of  The  American  Legion's  GI  Bill 
of  Health:  making  military  retirees  on  Tri- 
care  eligible  for  medical  treatment  by  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  health 
care  system. 

"I  commend  Congress  and  the  ad- 
ministration for  heeding  the  call  of  Leg- 
ionnaires and  other  veterans,"  Lance 
said.  "This  package,  along  with  the  hard- 
fought  $1.7  billion  increase  in  veterans' 
health  care  spending,  means  Americans 


who  fought  for  freedom  -  especially 
those  who  were  drafted  and  those  who 
made  military  service  a  career  -  are 
respected  and  appreciated." 

In  addition  to  establishing  congres- 
sional oversight  of  VA  hospital-bed  clo- 
sures, the  act  made  mandatory  a  range  of 
VA  long-term  care  programs,  including 
nursing  home  care  for  veterans  with  ser- 
vice-connected conditions,  and  it  lifted 
the  six-month  cap  on  the  VA's  providing 
adult  day  health  care. 

The  act  authorized  funds  to  build  six 
new  national  cemeteries,  to  build  or  im- 
prove six  VA  medical  facilities  and  to 
help  homeless  veterans.  It  added  bronchi- 
olo-alveolar  carcinoma,  a  rare  lung  can- 
cer, to  a  host  of  illnesses  presumed  com- 


pensable for  veterans  whom  the  govern- 
ment deliberately  exposed  to  atomic  radi- 
ation in  experiments  conducted  during 
the  1940s  and  '50s. 

It  also  expanded  the  fund-raising 
authority  of  the  American  Battle  Mon- 
uments Commission  to  expedite  con- 
struction of  a  National  World  War  II 
Memorial. 

"I  want  to  personally  thank  all  those 
members  of  The  American  Legion 
family  who  took  the  time,  energy  and 
effort  to  contact  their  congressional 
members  about  this  issue.  Thanks  to 
our  grassroots  -  the  rank  and  file  -  this 
bill  is  now  a  public  law,"  said  John 
Brieden,  The  American  Legion's  Nation- 
al Legislative  Commission  Chairman. 
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Collect  AN  50  States 

Commemorative  Quarters  Issued  by  the  U.S.  Mint 
Honoring  tiie  Fifty  United  States  of  America! 

— L    -       _  states  of  America  Coin  Collector's  Map 


u 


ONLY 


-{^  ILUN 


Included...  ' 

5  State 
Quarters 

in  Mint,  Uncirculated 
Condition  Absolutely 

FREE 

/iih  Your 
Order!  I 


Collector's  Album 


Now,  you  can  collect  all  50  designs  of  the 
United  States  of  America  State  Commemorative 
Coins  in  this  fine  Collector's  Album. 

Between  the  years  of  1999  through  2008  the  U.S.  Mint  will 
issue  5  new  quarters  each  year.  Each  of  the  new  U.S.  quarters 
represents  one  of  the  50  states  and  its  history.  Demand  is 
tremendous,  the  first  5  coins  have  already  been  released.  But  if 
you  order  now,  you  can  get  5  state  quarters  in  mint,  uncirculated 

condition  absolutely  free.  Don't  let  this  historical  event  pass  you  by. 

ORDER  TODAY!  LIMIT  3  PER  CUSTOMER. 


Call  Now!  1-800-528-767^ 


This  fine  Coin  Collection  Map  will  provide  an 
attractive  way  to  display  your  collection  for 
family  and  friends  to  enjoy  for  years  to  come. 

You  also  get  a  book  listing  educational  items  such  as: 

•  Official  State  Capitals 

•  State  Nicknames 

•  Official  State  Songs 


•  Official  State  Flowers 

•  Official  State  Birds 
...for  all  50  United  States! 


VCC I '  ^""''^  '-""^  GoWsfA  All  50  United  States 
I  CO  ■  Commemorative  Quarters  in  a  Fine  Album! 

Please  send  me  the  following  50  State  Coin  Collection  IVlap(s): 

□  One  United  States  of  America  Coin  Collection  iVlap 
only  $19.99  plus  $5.99  S&H.  Total  $25.98 

□  SAVE!  Two  IVlaps  only  $34.98  plus  $5.99  S&H.  Total  $40.97 

□  BEST  BUY!  Three  Maps  only  $43.97  plus  $5.99  S&H.  Total  $49.96 
Enclosed  is  $  (NJ,  pa  &  CT  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

CA  add  8.25%.)  U.S.  CURRENCY  ONLY 

Payment  Method  (Check  One) 

□  Check  □  Money  Order  DVISA  □  MasterCard  □  Discover 
Make  checks  payable  to:  TRISTAR  PRODUCTS 

Credit  Card  #  Exp.  Date  

Print  Name  


City_ 


Mail  Your  Payment  Today  To:  TRISTAR  PRODUCTS 
Dept.  US110,  P.O.  Box  3127,  Wallingford,  CT  06494 


Web  site  translates  military  sidlls  into  jobs 


After  years  of  advocacy  by  The  Amer-  meet  many  of  the 

ican  Legion,  the  federal  government  has  civilian  certifica- 

made  it  easier  for  America's  newest  vet-  tion  requirements 

erans  to  find  civilian  work  in  their  military  by  their  military 

field  of  expertise.  training  and  expe- 

The  Department  of  Labor's  Veterans  rience." 
Employment  and  Training  Service        In  addition  to 

launched  a  Web  site  New  Year's  week-  credentialing  in- 

end  designed  to  make  it  easier  for  veter-  formation,  the 

ans  to  obtain  civilian  job  credentials.  Web  site  lists  fed- 

The  Military  and  Veterans  Credential-  eral  jobs  that  have 

ing  Network  -  www.dol.gov/dol/vets  -  standardized  re- 

also  provides  employers  a  means  to  reach  quirements .  The 

the  roughly  50,000  military  personnel  site  also  provides 

who  leave  active  duty  annually  with  mill-  formulas  that  em- 

tary  training  and  experience  in  a  field  that  ployers,  job  seek- 

requires  civilian  workers  to  be  certified,  ers  and  certifica- 

Civilian  licensing  boards  do  not  necessar-  tion  boards  can 

Uy  recognize  military  training.  use  to  translate 

"The  American  Legion  fought  hard  to  military  experi- 

improve  the  transition  of  military  nurses,  ence  into  civilian 

mechanics,  technicians  and  others  into  experience.  The 

quality  civilian  career  paths,"  The  Ameri-  Web  site  is  linked 

can  Legion  National  Commander  Al  Legion's  homepag 
Lance  said.  "Members  of  the  armed        The  American 

forces  are  highly  capable;  they  already  published  the  orig 


VETS 

<LY3                ,  Search  i                 Mew  j 

i  «^ 

i|        Fertoimant,-                 DRAFT  X-ETERANS' EMPLOYHIENT  AND  TRAINING  SERVICE  fVETS) 
[afenm  Seporr:   -    

The  Militaiy  Risnnw  Wiitci  is  MdecDoiiicicsinttesjstOT  designed  espec^^^ 

The  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Services  Web  site  con- 
tains several  useful  links  for  veterans  looking  to  translate  their 
military  training  into  civilian  employment. 


from  The  American 
;e,  www.legion.org. 

Legion  initiated  and 
inal  1997  study  that 


noted  24  military  occupations  for  which 
private-sector  workers  must  be  certified. 
That  study  inspired  development  of  the 
Web  site. 


Eye  care  plan  offers  Legionnaires  savings 


According  to  Eye  Care  Plan  of  Amer- 
ica, 430,000  patients  underwent  laser 
eye  surgery  in  1998.  And  this  year,  that 
number  looks  to  approach  1  million. 

"Laser  vision  correction  is  not  so 
much  a  trend  as  it  is  a  tidal  wave,"  said 
Laura  Arnold,  ECPA  vice  president  of 


\ 

\   r- 

w 

J 

The  influx  of  patients  seeking  laser  vision  correction 
surgeries  has  been  called  "not  so  much  a  trend  as  it  is  a 
tidal  wave." 


Provider  Relations. 

Simply  by  belonging  to  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  and  putting  their  ECPA 
benefits  to  work,  members  can  be  a 
part  of  the  growing  number  of  patients 
opting  for  laser  surgery.  In  true  Le- 
gion fashion,  this  bonus  was  added  to 
existing  benefits  with- 
out any  additional  cost 
to  members. 

A  typical  patient  opt- 
ing for  laser  surgery 
will  pay  $2,000  to 
$2,500  per  eye  out  of 
his  own  pocket.  All 
ECPA  Access  and 
ECPA  Select  plan  mem- 
bers, however,  will  re- 
ceive a  minimum  sav- 
ings of  20  percent  off 
usual  and  customary 
charges.  The  bottom 
line  is  that  members 
will  not  be  charged 
more  than  $1,500  per 
eye  with  this  program. 


ECPA  has  made  it  easy  for  mem- 
bers around  the  country  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  cost  savings  by  establishing 
a  nationwide  network  of  laser  sur- 
geons. The  company  doesn't  allow  just 
any  eye  doctor  to  join  the  network. 
Each  ECPA  surgeon  is  board  certified 
in  ophthalmology  and  has  performed 
more  than  1,000  successful  laser  vision 
correction  surgeries. 

ECPA  points  out  that  refractive 
surgery  is  elective  and  may  involve  po- 
tential risk  to  patients.  Many  patients, 
though,  have  experienced  instant  re- 
sults. The  latest  innovative  technique  is 
called  LASIK  -  Laser  In-Situ  Ker- 
atomileusis. 

"The  surgery  takes  about  10  min- 
utes, and  the  incision  heals  itself  so 
there  are  no  stitches,"  said  Arnold. 
"Most  patients  can  see  clearly  right  af- 
ter the  surgery." 

For  more  information  or  to  locate 
the  nearest  surgeon,  call  Eye  Care  Plan 
of  America  at  (800)  843-3272  or  log  on 
the  Internet  at  www.ecpa.com. 
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Macular  Deaenenation 


The  VideoEye  power  magnification 
system  combines  simplicity  and 
versatility  to  help  people  with  low 
vision  continue  reading  and  doing 
everyday  tasks. 

A  self-focusing  viewing  head  on  a 
precision  arm  moves  over  anything 
you  want  to  see.  Crisp  images  are 
displayed  in  full  color  on  a  high- 
resolution  monitor  magnified  up  to  25 
times  larger. 


Self  care 


Reading 


FREE  information 
and  video! 


www.videoeyecorp.com 


VideoEye  Corporation,  Dept.  TL 
10211  West  Emerald  •  Boise,  ID  83704 


iisiM  ms 


VA  helps  homeless 

Citing  census  figures  showing 
more  homeless  veterans,  The 
American  Legion  National  Com- 
mander Al  Lance  called  for  better 
availability  of  mental  health  ser- 
vices for  them.  Lance  emphasized 
the  need  for  help  with  Post-Trau- 
matic Stress  Disorder. 

"Something  happened  in  their 
lives  that  pushed  them  over  the 
edge,  and  that  something  is  likely 
to  be  combat-related,"  said  Lance. 
He  was  referring  to  the  recently  re- 
leased 1996  National  Survey  of 
Homeless  Assistance  Providers 
and  CUents. 

Only  57  percent  of  the  veterans 
surveyed  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  VA  health  care  system.  The 
system  received  a  boost  when  Con- 
gress passed  a  record  $1.7  biUion 
increase  for  fiscal  2000  following 
intense  lobbying  from  the  Legion. 

The  Veterans  Millennium 
Health  Care  and  Benefits  Act  au- 
thorized $50  million  annually  for 
VA  homeless  programs  and  up  to 
$20  milUon  for  Department  of  La- 
bor homeless-veterans  assistance. 

Air  dlsoounts  Offered 

For  Legionnaires  traveling  to 
any  of  the  national  meetings  this 
year,  getting  there  has  just  become 
a  little  easier.  US  Airways  an- 
nounced it  will  offer  discounted 
fares  for  travel  to  and  from  the 
events. 

The  events  included  in  the  pro- 
gram are  the  Washington,  D.C., 
Conference  March  25-29;  the 
Spring  Meetings  May  6-1 1;  the  Na- 
tional Membership  Workshops  July 
27-30;  the  National  Convention 
Sept.  1-7;  the  Fall  Meetings  Oct.  15- 
19;  and  the  Combined  American- 
ism Conference  Nov.  2-5. 

The  discounted  fares,  ranging 
from  5  percent  to  15  percent  off, 
will  be  available  for  travel  three 
days  before  and  after  the  meeting 
dates.  To  receive  the  discounted 
fares.  Legionnaires  should  call 
(877)  874-7687  between  8  a.m. 
and  9  p.m.  EST  seven  days  a  week 
and  refer  to  The  American  Legion 
Gold  File  Number  71671288. 


Sons  and  Daughters  in  Touch  will  host  a  Father's  Day  Reunion  in  June  for  more  than 
1,000  orphaned  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Vietnam  War. 

Father's  Day  Reunion  at  Ifietnam  Wan 

The  Vietnam  veterans'  family  support 
group,  Sons  and  Daughters  in  Touch, 
will  hold  its  Father's  Day  2000  Reunion 
June  15-18  at  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  Wall  in  Washington  D.C..  The 
group  hopes  to  unite  more  than  1,000 
sons  and  daughters  who  lost  their  fathers 
to  the  war. 

Throughout  the  last  decade,  SDIT  has 
been  uniting  those  left  fatherless  by  the 
Vietnam  War.  The  organization  has 
more  than  30,000  members. 

The  four-day  event  will  be  centered  at 
the  Hyatt  Regency  Crystal  City  in  Arling- 
ton, Va.  Scheduled  activities  include  edu- 
cafional  seminars  with  Viemam  veterans. 

There  will  also  be  "sharing  circles" 


for  life  experience  discussions  and  visits 
to  the  wall.  Some  sons  and  daughters 
spent  years  searching  for  their  fathers' 
military  comrades.  Many  made  plans  to 
attend  together. 

SDIT  was  founded  by  Tony  Cordero, 
son  of  a  downed  Navy  aviator,  when  he 
began  searching  for  others  similarly  af- 
fected. 

A  1990  Parade  magazine  article 
spurred  over  1,500  responses  to  the 
group,  which  then  embarked  on  its  mis- 
sion to  seek  others  and  help  them  with 
the  healing  process. 

For  information  about  SDIT  and  Fa- 
ther's Day  2000,  visit  www.sdit.org  or 
call  1-800-984-9994 . 


Commander  reaffirms  VA  audit 


The  leader  of  The  American  Legion 
reaffirmed  the  findings  of  an  internal 
audit  bearing  out  financial  mismanage- 
ment and  delayed  customer  service  in 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Of- 
fice of  Congressional  Affairs. 

The  recent  VA  Inspector  General's 
audit  cited  numerous  management  fail- 
ures, including  nearly  $400,000  in  fis- 
cal 1999  overspending,  the  "excessive" 
allocation  of  $143,000  to  consultant 
fees  and  an  environment  of  "total 
chaos"  causing  delays  in  the  handling 
of  inquiries  from  members  of  Con- 
gress. The  manager  in  charge  was  reas- 
signed several  months  ago. 


The  American  Legion  National 
Commander  and  Idaho  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Al  Lance  said  that  he  and  members 
of  the  Idaho  congressional  delegation 
discussed  communication  problems  re- 
lated to  VA  when  he  testified  before  a 
joint  session  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Veterans  Affairs  committees. 

"I  was  troubled  by  the  scope  of  the 
problem,  and  we  expressed  our  con- 
cerns to  VA  officials,"  Lance  said. 
"VA  did  the  right  thing  by  policing  it- 
self, and  while  I  trust  the  problem  is  be- 
ing addressed.  The  American  Legion 
will  follow  up  to  ensure  that  it  is  recti- 
fied." 
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Constantly  Harvesting  All  Season 
Treat  It  Like  Any  Fruit  Tree! 

Imagine!  Now  you  can  have  large,  red,  juicy  tomatoes  up  to 
60  pounds  each  year.  So  why  settle  for  a  few  short  weeks  of 
tomatoes  every  year?  Not  to  mention  the  back  breaking  time 
it  takes  to  plant  them.  Our  perennial  tomato  harvesting  tree 
yields  garden  fresh  succulent  tomatoes  so  abundant  they 
seem  to  grow  as  quickly  as  you  pick  them.  There's  plenty  of 
these  delicious,  plump,  tomatoes  to  go  around  for  family  and 
friends.  Frankly,  it's  the  best  tasting  tomato  you  will  ever  eat. 
This  incredible  horticultural  concept  from  New  Zealand  is  not 
to  be  confused  with  an  ordinary  vine  or  a  tomato  plant.  It  is 
really  a  tomato  tree  that  bears  bushel  after  bushel  of  mouth 
watering  flavor  -  up  to  7  months  outdoors  and  all  year  round 
indoors.  Grows  to  a  full  8  ft.  high  or  you  can  simply  trim  this 
exotic  beautiful  tree  to  any  size.  Best  of  all,  there  is  no  stak- 
ing, no  pruning,  no  caging,  no  trimming  and  no  special  care. 
We  ship  mature  plants,  not  seeds. 

Juicy  &  Delicious 
Zooms  To  8  ft.  Tall 

You  save  on  your  grocery  bills  while  enjoying  these  delectable 
tomatoes.  They're  simply  fabulous  in  your  salads,  sandwich- 
es, and  spaghetti  sauce.  Even  eating  these  yummy  tomatoes 
by  themselves  is  a  real  treat.  There's  nothing  like  the  taste  of 
fresh  home  grown  tomatoes.  Can  easily  be  grown  indoors  or 
outdoors.  All  plants  are  guaranteed  to  arrive  in  perfect  condi- 
tion. So  simply  step  back  and  watch  your  tree  quickly  zoom  to 
the  full  height  desired  and  supply  you  with  yummy  garden 
fresh  tomatoes.  Shipped  at  proper  planting  time. 


LESS  40 
THAN  1 

FOR  ONE 
LARGE  TOMATO! 


I  LAKESIDE  PRODUCTS,  Dept.E216 

I  3038  N.W.  25th  Ave.,Pompano  Boh.,  FL  33069 

I  30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee. 

I  □  One  Tomato  Tree  only  $5.95  plus  $2.00  shipping 


■  and  handling 

j  □  Two  Tomato  Trees  only  $1 0.95  plus  $3.00  shipping 

I  □  Three  Tomato  Trees  only  $14.95  plus  $4.00  shipping 

I  Name   

I 
I 

I  City  _ 

I  State 

J  


Address 


Zip. 
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George  W.  Hendricks  of  Grand 
Rapids  Post  335  collected  tabs  with 
grandchildren  Jena  and  Jaco 
Grzesyak  as  part  of  the  Tabs  for 
Tots  program. 


'Tab'ulating  donations 

Lying  around  on  the  ground, 
pull-tabs  from  soda  and  beer 
cans  are  usually  considered  noth- 
ing more  than  annoying  debris 
and  are  ignored  as  a  matter  of 
course. 

However,  if  time  is  taken  to 
pick  up  and  collect  the  tabs,  as 
Legionnaires  from  Michigan  have 
been  doing  for  the  past  decade, 
this  trash  can  be  turned  into  trea- 
sure as  part  of  the  Department's 
Tabs  for  Tots  program. 

The  Department  started  the 
project  in  February  1989.  It  has 
since  recycled  more  than  a  billion 
tabs  totaling  more  than  531  tons 
of  aluminum,  generating  nearly 
$214,000  for  charity.  New  equip- 
ment such  as  apnea  monitors, 
which  help  prevent  Sudden  Infant 
Death  Syndrome,  pediatric 
wheelchairs  and  pediatric  resus- 
citation kits  have  all  been  made 
possible  by  Tabs  for  Tots  in 
1999. 

"There  is  no  downside  to  this 
program,"  said  Michigan  Depart- 
ment Commander  Norbert  J. 
SchoUett.  "Everyone  wins,  in- 
cluding our  planet.  It  has  cap- 
tured the  imagination  of  kids, 
adults  and  the  Legion  family  as  a 
whole." 


Florida  Post  on  legal  wionlog  streak 


There  are  few  sure  things  in  this 
world.  However,  if  history  is  any  gauge 
of  events  to  come,  any  law  officer  nomi- 
nated for  an  Amer- 


Tookes 


ican  Legion  award 
by  Miami  Post  311 
will  stand  a  good 
chance  of  going 
back  on  patrol  a 
winner. 

The  nominees 
from  Post  3  1  1 
have  taken  home 
four  out  of  the  last 
five  Legion  Flori- 
da Law  Officer  of 

the  Year  awards,  and  last  year's  National 
Law  Enforcement  Officer  of  the  Year 
Award. 

Stanley  Gold,  Post  3 1 1  Commander 
for  the  past  12  years,  does  the  legwork 
for  his  Post's  nominations.  "When  I  see 
someone  who  does  a  real  outstanding  job 
or  a  heroic  deed,  I  call  the  department's 
media  section  to  check  the  officer's  com- 
munity service  record,"  Gold  said. 

Officer  Ronald  Tookes,  53,  of  the  Mi- 
ami-Dade Police  Department  has  re- 


ceived several  local  honors  in  addition  to 
the  Legion's  National  Law  Enforcement 
Officer  of  the  Year  for  his  work  while  on 

  the  force.  Some  of 

the  most  important 
contributions 
Tookes  has  made 
as  a  member  of  the 
MDPD  came 
from  his  involve- 
|l  ment  in  programs 
1 1  that  help  residents 
improve  their 
communities. 

The  most  re- 
cent Department 
winner  to  come  from  Post  311  is  Officer 
Karel  Costa-Armas,  who  received  the 
Florida  Law  Officer  of  the  Year  Award 
in  1999. 

An  army  veteran,  Costa- Armas  has 
been  a  member  of  the  MDPD  since  1995 
and,  like  Tookes,  goes  out  of  his  way  to 
become  involved  in  community  activi- 
ties. While  visiting  smdents  in  their  class- 
rooms, he  explains  the  role  of  police  offi- 
cers and  gives  safety  and  anti-drug  pre- 
sentations. 


Costa-Armas 


Legion  reviews  VA  liospital  mistakes 


The  American  Legion  has  launched  a 
review  of  a  report  claiming  that  medical 
errors  caused  more  than  700  deaths  in 
VA  hospitals  over  a  19-month  period. 

The  report  issued  by  the  Office  of 
the  Medical  Inspector  maintains  that 
nearly  3,000  mistakes  and  "adverse 
events"  occurred  in  172  VA  hospitals 
between  June  1997  and  December 
1998. 

"The  American  Legion  will  deter- 
mine the  origin  of  these  alarming 
mishaps  and,  accordingly,  will  recom- 
mend reforms,"  said  National  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission 
Chairman  Thomas  Cadmus. 

Since  June  1997,  VA  has  required  its 
hospitals  to  report  their  mistakes  and 
any  "adverse  events"  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  where  they  are  logged  in  a  file 
known  as  the  patient  safety  register.  The 
purpose  of  this  process  is  to  identify  the 
causes  of  each  case  in  order  to  reduce 


the  likelihood  of  it  happening  again. 

Reporting  errors  is  one  thing.  Pre- 
venting them  is  another,  however. 

"Veterans  should  feel  assured  the 
overall  quality  of  VA  health  care  is  very 
high,"  Cadmus  said.  "The  American 
Legion  will  work  with  VA  in  order  to 
improve  the  system's  patient-safety 
program." 

To  help  reduce  errors  further,  VA  is 
offering  cash  awards  to  employees  and 
institutions  that  make  improvements  in 
patient  safety. 

The  Legion  has  another  solution. 
"Clearly,  the  system  needs  the  addition- 
al third-party  funding  to  hire  more  staff 
and  to  provide  ongoing  professional  de- 
velopment for  personnel,  particularly  in 
emergency  situations  where  mishaps 
are  likely  to  occur  under  pressure," 
Cadmus  said,  adding  that  when  the  GI 
Bill  of  Health  is  fully  implemented,  VA 
will  receive  additional  funding. 
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S^.       An  Historic  Rdease  Of  The  Largest  Silver  Coin  In  US  History! 

FIRST  U.S.  SILVER  DOLLAIt 

te  Millenrimm 

Genuine  U.S.  MINT '2000  SILVER  DOLLAR 


Now  Available  From  The  New  England  Mint  In  Radiant  Full  Color 


Minted  From  One  Full 
Ounce  of  Solid  .999 
Silver 

Brilliant 
Uncirculated 
Condition  ifll 
First  Silver  J9| 
Dollar  Minted  J|B 
In  This  I^^B 
Millennium  |^^H 

Numbered 

Certificate  of  ^^^H 
Authenticity 

Limited  to  975 
coins  Per  State  W 


Exquisitely 
CoioriZiefl  In 
Red,  White 
and  Blue! 


•The  US  ^4int  is  a  registered  trademark  of 
the  United  States  Mint,  Dept.  of  the  Treasury 


FREE  Collectors' 
Display  Case  with 
Each  Coin! 


spectacular  Walking 
Liberty  2000  Silver 
Eagle  In  Full  Color. 
Available  to  Collectors 
Now  On  Strict  Priority 
Basis! 

Considered  by  many  to  be 
America's  most  beautiful  coin,  tlie 
2000  Silver  Eagle  in  full  color  is 
truly  a  numismatic  milestone,  sig- 
nifying the  Millenium's  beginning. 
Colorized  by  the  New  England 
Mint,  each  .999  pure  silver  coin 
comes  to  you  in  a  handsome  bank- 
ing case  with  serial  numered 
Certificate  of  Authenticity.  There 
is  a  strict  limit  of  five  (5)  coins  per 
order  with  an  unconditional 
money-back  guarantee  (less  p&h) 
if  not  delighted. 


Call  Toil-Free  24  Hours  -  7  Days  a  Week 

1-800-573-6468  ext.90l47 


NEW  ENGIAND  MINT,  Dept.  SDMB-90147 
I  Eversley  Ave,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5884 

Please  send  me  the  following  full  color  Silver  Dollars 
ordered  below  on  your  money-back  guarantee,  less  p&h. 

□  One  Full  Color  Coin  only  $39.98  plus  $3.98  P&H 

□  SAVE  !  Two  Coins  Only  $74.98  plus  $6.98  P&H 

□  BEST  OFFER!  Five  Coins  Only  $149.98  plus  $8.98  P&H 
Enclosed  is  $  ^check  or  money  order 

(CT  residents  please  add  6%  Sales  Tax) 

OR:  Charge  it:  □  Visa     □  MasterCard  Exp.  


Name_ 


Address_ 
Crty  


Phone  #(_ 


©2000,  New  England  Mint,  Eversley  Ave,  Nora/alk  CT  06851 
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Re-Elect  America  tour  rolling  throogh  state  capitals 


Balint  Vazsonyi  has  set  the 
wheels  of  his  Re-Elect  America 
tour  in  motion  to  each  of  the  na- 
tion's state  capitals. 

Vazsonyi,  a  Hungarian-bom 
historian  and  author  of  "Ameri- 
ca's 30  Years  War"  (The  Amer- 
ican Legion  Magazine,  August 
1999),  is  touring  the  nation  by 
bus  during  his  campaign  in  an 
effort  to  restore  the  principles 
penned  by  America's  founding 
fathers. 

"We  hope  Americans  will 
focus  attention  once  again  on 
the  principles  which  have  made 
this  nation  the  freest,  most 
peaceful  and  most  prosperous 
on  earth,"  said  Vazsonyi. 

The  American  Legion  re- 
solved to  support  Re-Elect 
America  during  the  Fall  Meet- 
ings in  Indianapolis.  The  reso- 


lution encourages  Departments 
to  work  with  Re-Elect  America 
and  their  state  governor's  of- 
fices to  facilitate  activities  in 
their  states. 

"Growing  up  in  Hungary, 
my  generation  feels  that  we  owe 
our  existence  to  the  sacrifice  of 
Americans  during  World  War 
II,"  said  Vazsonyi.  "Immigrants 
such  as  myself  owe  a  special 
debt  to  Americans  everywhere, 
and  it  will  be  a  privilege  to  meet 
Americans  in  all  50  states." 

The  tour  was  scheduled  to 
start  Feb.  28  and  will  culminate 
in  Philadelphia  on  Indepen- 
dence Day. 

"A  great  deal  of  faith  was 
advanced  to  us  by  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  by  offering  to  help 
in  this  effort,  and  we  hope  to 
earn  it  every  day,"  he  said. 


Balint  Vazsonyi,  author  of  "America's  30  Years  War,"  is 
tal<ing  a  bus  tour  to  each  state's  capital  city  during  his 
Re-Elect  America  tour. 


PVERRAKE  AGAIMitt 

^S-^  INTRODUCING  THE  INCREDIBLE 

tCyclone  Rake 

EFFORTLESSLY  REMOVE  LEAVES... 
...TALL  WET  GRASS...EVEN  LAWN  DEBRIS! 

...10  times  faster  than  raking,  blowing 

and  hauling  when  you  use  the 
revolutionary  CYCLONE  RAKE'" 

You'll  never  dread  field  or  yard  clean-up  again  once  you  use 
the  Cyclone  Rake?'  5HP  engine  driven  vacuum-mulcher  hitches 
to  any  riding  mower.  You  can  easily  sweep  and  pulverize  tons  of 
leaves,  acres  of  grass  cuttings,  pine  cones,  sticks  and  more  with 
10  times  the  lifting  power  of  mowers.  Power  inulching  reduces 
volume  5  to  8  times.  200  gallon  capacity  lets  you  whiz  through 
huge  areas  without  stopping.  Automatically  bag  for  curbside 
pick-up  or  power  unload  to  your  compost  heap  even  over  a  wall 
or  right  up  a  hill!  And  when  you're  done,  it  folds  flat  without 
tools  for  compact  storage.  Affordable  for  home  or  business. 

So,  WHY  STRUGGLE  with  rakes, 
mowers,  blowers,  or  mulchers 
that  jam  and  clog? 
Mail  the  coupon  at  right  for 
FULL  INFORMATION  about 
the  amazing  CYCLONE  RAKE! 
TOLLFREE  1 -(800)-324-5957 


i  YES!  Please  rush  me  FULL  INFORMATION 

I  on  the  revolutionary  CYCLONE  RAKE'"  and 
j  special  pre-season  sale  prices. 


ADDRESS 
CITY   


I  MAIL  TO:  WOODLAND  POWER  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  AL  300 
I  72  Acton  St..  West  Haven,  CI  0651 6 


Once  $350... 


Now  Only  $35 


771C  Legenaary  1 904-O  Morgan 
Silver  Dollar,  Brilliant  Uncirculated 


In  1962,  the  1904-O  (New  Orleans  Mint) 
Morgan  silver  dollar  was  one  of  the  three 
costliest  rarities  in  the  series,  UNC's  listing 
for  $350.  Then  the  Treasury  released  the  last 
sealed  bags  of  pristine  1904-O  Morgans.  Today 
no  other  Brilliant  Uncirculated  Morgan  silver 
dollar  costs  so  little  compared  to  its  peak  price. 
Sells  for  $52  elsewhere.  Introductorv  Price: 
$35.  Limit  2.  Order  #18579.  Limited  time 
offer.  Add  $2  postage.  30-Day  No-Risk  Home 
Examination:  Money-Back  Guarantee.  To 
order  by  credit  card  call  the  toll-free  num- 
ber below.  Or  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
International  Coins  &  Currency 
62  Ridge  Street,  Dept.  3978 
Montpelier.VT  05602 
1-800-451-4463 
For  other  offers  visit  wwv.iccoin.com  13978 
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Guaranteed  not  to  wear  out  for  5  years  or  your  money  back  excluding  shipping  &  liandling.  fWe  reserve  the  right  to  extend  deadline.  **2-Day  Express  Deiivery-in  most  cases  orders 

for  in-stock  items  wili  be  shipped  within  2  business  days  after  we  receive  and  process  your  order  and  should  arrive  2  business  days  iater.  ©2000  Direct  Marketing  Enterprises,  Ltd.,  d/b/a  Brigtit-Liie,  1200  siiames  Drive.  i/Vestbury,  ny  11590  Fi 

EVERY  PAIR  OFSHEAKERS^m  ^£95 

During  Our  Nationwide  New  Customer  Campaign  $6.95 
price  absolutely  guaranteed  if  you  reply  within  *9  DAYS  ^0 


i  m'RE  PROUD  OF  OUR  PRICES 

We  feel  our  Bvto  items  (Better  Value  Tlian  Otliers')  are 
better  overall  values  tlian  otfiers'  items  regardless  of 
significant  differences  in  style,  features,  size,  quality,  etc, 
Should  you  disagree-well  gladly  refund  your  money 


I  City/State/Zip 

Long  Wear  Sneakers,  Dept  570-406,1  Or  fax  your  orcjer  with  creciit 
  Box  3700,  Hicksville,  NY  11855         card  info,  to:  1-800-909-5637 

I  :  ;  I 


UEWH  Hm 


Flag-protection  amendment  awaits  Senate  vote 


The  next  phase  in  securing  a  constitu- 
tional amendment  to  protect  the  U.S.  flag 
from  desecration  may  come  March  28.  In 
a  message  to  National  Commander  Al 
Lance,  Senate  Majority  Leader  Trent 
Lott,  R-Miss.,  said  a  vote  on  the  bill,  SJR 
14,  "is  doable"  then.  Not  yet  confirmed 
on  the  Senate  calendar,  The  American 
Legion  continues  to  press  for  a  vote. 

The  full  Senate  is  expected  to  vote 
on  the  bill,  which  needs  two-thirds  of 


the  votes  for  passage.  With  65  senators 
having  already  declared  their  support, 
the  measure  lacks  only  a  scant  few 
votes  to  emerge  victorious. 

The  American  Legion  has  vowed  to 
secure  constitutional  protection  for  the 
Flag  from  acts  of  physical  desecration 
and  recommitted  its  support  during  the 
1999  National  Convention  in  Anaheim, 
Calif. 

Additional  information  on  the  flag- 


protection  amendment  is  available  from 
the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance's  World 
Wide  Web  page  at  www.cfa-inc.org. 
Visitors  to  the  Web  site  can  also  express 
their  support  directly  to  their  senators 
via  e-mail  with  point-and-click  ease. 

A  vote  March  28  would  coincide  with 
the  Legion's  Washington  Conference, 
and  plans  are  underway  to  capitalize  on 
the  influx  of  Legionnaires  in  Washing- 
ton. Watch  the  Web  site  for  more  details. 


Who  is  voting  for  Old  Glory 


(R)  Jeff  Sessions 
(R)  Richard  Siielby 

(R)  Franl<  I\/lurl<owsl<i 
(R)  Ted  Stevens 

(R)  Jon  Kyi 
(R)  Jotin  IVIcCain 


DECLARED 
SUPPORT? 


Yes 
Yes 


Yes 
Yes 


This  chart  Indicates  whether  senators  have 

NAME 

DECLARED 
SUPPORT? 

declared  support  for  the  bill 

PENNSYLVANIA 

(D)  Evan  Bayli 
(R)  Richard  Lugar 

(R)  Chucl(  Grassley 
(D)  Tom  Harl<in 


DECLARED 
SUPPORT?  NAME 


Yes  (D)  IVlax  Baucus 
Yes     (R)  Conrad  Burns 


DECLARED 
SUPPORT? 


Yes 
Yes 


Yes  (R)  Charles  Hagel  Yes 
No      (D)  Robert  Kerrey  No 


(R)  Rick  Santorum 
(R)  Arlen  Specter 

(R)  Lincoln  Chafee 
(D)  Jacl<  Reed 

(D)  Ernest  Hollings 
(R)  Strom  Thurmond 


Yes 


Undecided 
No 


(D)  Christopher  Dodd 
(D)  Joseph  Lieberman 

(D)  Joseph  Biden  Jr. 
(R)  William  Roth  Jr. 

(D)  Bob  Graham 
(R)  Connie  Mack 

(D)  Max  Cleland 
(R)  Paul  Coverdell 

(D)  Daniel  Akaka 
(D)  Daniel  Inouye 

(R)  Larry  Craig 
(R)  Mike  Crapo 

(D)  Richard  Durbin 
(R)  Peter  Fitzgerald 


Yes 


Yes 


No 
Yes 


(R)  Susan  Collins 
(R)  Olympia  Snowe 

(D)  Barbara  Mikulski 
(D)  Paul  Sarbanes 

(D)  Edward  Kennedy 
(D)  John  Kerry 

(R)  Spencer  Abraham 
(D)  Carl  Levin 

(R)  Rod  Grams 
(D)  Paul  Wellstone 

(R)  Thad  Cochran 
(R)  Trent  Lott 

(R)  John  Ashcroft 
(R)  Christopher  Bond 


Yes      (D)  Jeff  Bingaman  No 

Yes      (R)  Pete  Domenici  Yes 

(D)  Daniel  Moynihan  No 

(D)  Charles  Schumer  No 


(D)  John  Edwards  Undecided 
(R)  Jesse  Helms  Yes 


(D)  Kent  Conrad 
(D)  Byron  Dorgan 


Yes  (R)  Mike  DeWine  Yes 
No      (R)  George  Voinovich  Yes 


Yes  (R)  James  Inhofe 

Yes  (R)  Don  Nickles 

Yes  (R)  Gordon  Smith  Yes 

Yes  (D)  Ron  Wyden  No 


(R)  Robert  Bennett 
(R)  Orrin  Hatch 

(R)  James  Jeffords 
(D)  Patrick  Leahy 

(D)  Charles  Robb 
(R)  John  Wamer 


(R)  Slade  Gorton 
(D)  Patty  Murray 


Yes 
Yes 


No 
Yes 


No 


(D)  Robert  Byrd  Yes 

(D)  John  Rockefeller  IV  Yes 

(D)  Russell  Feingold 
(D)  Herb  Kohl 

(R)  Mike  Enzi  Yes 

(R)  Craig  Thomas  Yes 
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Lance  assesses 
II.S.  readiness 

National  Commander  Al  Lance, 
making  good  on  his  efforts  to  gain  in- 
sight on  military  readiness,  quality  of 
life  and  operational  factors,  paid  a  visit 
to  the  sailors  aboard  the  aircraft  carrier 
USS  George  Washington  and  subma- 
rine USS  Boise  early  in  December. 

"I  talked  to  officers,  sailors  and  air- 
men about  their  problems  and  special 
concerns,"  Lance  said.  "I  was  able  to 
develop  firsthand  impressions  on  some 
of  the  manpower  shortages  that  the 
Navy  has  experienced  recently." 

Lance,  who  flew  from  Norfolk  Naval 
Station  in  Virginia  to  the  underway  car- 
rier, said  he  was  concerned  about  naval 
vessels  sailing  shorthanded. 

"For  example,  the  sailors  who  are  in 
charge  of  the  catch  cables,  which  stop  the 
landing  aircraft  on  the  deck,  are  some- 
times asked  to  do  double  duty,"  Lance 
said.  "So  while  their  shipmates  are  back 
relaxing  or  taking  care  of  their  family, 
these  folks  are  packing  up  again  and  go- 
ing right  back  out  to  sea  on  another  ship." 

Also  noticed  was  how  the  sailors 
were  putting  in  14-hour  workdays  -  ex- 
cluding the  time  they  stood  watch  - 
and  still  managed  to  keep  the  planes 
airborne  and  land  them  safely. 

Aboard  the  submarine  USS  Boise, 
Lance  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
underwater  aspects  of  the  Navy.  While 
there,  he  managed  to  do  a  little  recruiting 
for  the  Legion. 

"I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  no  one  I 
met  on  board  was  aware  that  they  are  el- 
igible for  membership  in  The  American 
Legion,"  Lance  said.  "They  expressed 
surprise  on  how  active  we  are  and  about 
some  of  our  programs  and  concerns,  in- 
cluding national  defense  issues." 

After  his  visit.  Lance  announced  that 
the  Department  of  Idaho  was  sponsoring 
Legion  membership  for  about  130  of  the 
Boise's  crewmembers. 

"I  have  gotten  a  list  of  naval  vessels 
named  after  cities.  What  everybody 
needs  to  do  in  those  respective  Depart- 
ments is  make  contact  with  the  sailors 
and  get  them  signed  up,"  Lance  noted. 
"As  a  result  of  efforts  like  that,  we've 
got  a  depressed  and  demoralized  mili- 
tary saying,  'Somebody  cares  about  us,' 
and  it's  The  American  Legion." 


Special  Offer  for  New  Customers! 


4\ 

^^^^^^ 


Liberty  Nickel 
of  1883-1913 


Indian  Head  Penny 
of  1859-1909 


Now!  Get  3  Scarce  Seldom-Seen  Coins 


Three  seldom-seen  coins  from 
America's  past  are  yours  for  only 
$2.95.  Own  a  historic  Liberty 
nickel,  Indian  Head  penny  & 
Buffalo  nickel.  All  are  genuine 
classic  coins  and  are  now  entirely  out  of 
circulation.  Clip  the  coupon  and  send  it  with 
your  payment  today!  You'll  also  receive  our 
fully  illustrated  catalog,  plus  other  fasci- 


NOW  ONLY 


nating  selections  from  our  Free 
Examination  Coins-on-Approval 
Service,  from  which  you  may 
purchase  any  or  none  -  return 
balance  in  15  days  -  with  option 
to  cancel  at  any  time.  Satisfaction  guaran- 
teed or  your  money  back.  ACT  NOW  - 
order  your  set  of  3  Scarce  Classic  Coins  today! 
(Limit  1  set  per  customer,  please.) 


r-/ iirT«^«  Please  send  my  3  Scarce  Classic  Coins  in  Good  condition,  at  the  special  I 
LZJ  I  Km9\   price  of  $2.95.  Limit  1  set.  Regularly  JS13:20  -  Now  only  $2.95 

Save 
§9.25 

Send  coupon  with  payment  t 

.^Littleton 

I  Coin  Company 
Dept.  KNC406 
Littleton,  NH  03561 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address   

City  


State 


45-Day  Money  Back  Guarantee  of  Satisfaction! 

Visit  our  website  at  www.littletoncoin.com 


©1999  LCC,  Inc. 


Music  should  be  heard,  not  seen.  That's  the  whole  notion  behind  the  Bose®  Acoustic  Wave® 
music  system.  It  measures  less  than  a  foot  tall,  yet  with  Bose  patented  Acoustic  Waveguide™ 
technology  it  delivers  full,  clear  sound.  In  fact,  upon  its  introduction  Stereo  Review 
wrote  that  it  had  "...possibly  the  best-reproduced  sound  many  people  have  ever  heard." 
The  system,  which  is  now  available  in  platinum  white  or  graphite  gray,  features  a  compact 
disc  player,  an  AM/FM  tuner,  built-in  speakers,  and  a  handy  remote  control.  And  it's 
available  directly  from  Bose,  the  most  respected  name  in  sound.  So  call  or  write  for  your 
free  information  kit.  And  enjoy  sound  that  fills  a  room,  from  the  system  that  doesn't. 

CaU  today,  1-800-898-2673,  ext.  G4847. 

For  information  on  all  our  products:  www.bose.com/g4847 


il  to:  Bose  Corporation,  Dept.  DMG-G4847,  The  Mountain,  Framingham,  MA  01701-* 
J  Bose  Corporation.  Covered  by  patent  rights  issued  andVor  pending.  Quote:  Steren  Review 


Better  sound  through  research  ® 
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You  C(^^^^ 


Count  On 


Moving  Services 


North  American 

Van  Lines 
1-800-524-5533 
ID#  Membership  Card 

American  Red  Ball 
World-Wide  Movers 

1-800-877-7332 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Atlas  Van  Lines 
1-800-847-6683 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Travel  Services 


Days  Inn 
1-800-268-2195 

Howard  Johnson 
1-800-769-0939 

Ramada  Inn 
1-800-462-8035 

Travelodge 
1  -800-545-5545 

(Always  use  ID#  00020204) 

Choice  Hotels 
International 
1-800-4-CHOICE 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Avis 
1-800-331-1212 
ID#  G343600 


National  Car  Rental 
1-800-CAR-RENT 
ID#  5176669 


Financial 
Services 


MBNA  America 
Bank,  N.A. 

(Ask  about  other 
services  available) 
1-800-847-7378 
ID#  J8P2 

The  American 
Legion  Annuity 
1-888-353-4466 
ID#  Membership  Card 


American  Legion 
Services 


Customer  Service 
1-800-433-3318 
cs@legion.org 

Emblem  Sales 
1-888-453-4466 
emblem@legion.org 

Americanism/ 
Children  &  Youth 
1-317-630-1203 
acy@legion.org 

Legislative 
1-202-861-2740 
leg@legion.org 

National 
Emergency  Fund 
1-800-433-3318 
ia@legion.org 

Veterans  Affairs 
1-202-861-2758 
var@legion.org 

55  Alive 
Driver  Education 

Course 
1-888-227-7669 


Health  Services 


Discount 
Prescription  Program 

RxAmerica 
1-800-905-9818 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Eye  Care  Plan 

of  America 
1-800-221-3272 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Insurance  Services 


Union  Fidelity 
1-800-523-5758 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Hartford  Life 
Insurance  Company 

1-800-542-5547 
ID#  Membership  Card 

TriCare  Supplement 
1-800-542-5547 


Internet/Computer 
Services 


Internet/Homepage 
Provider 

IBelong 
//legion. ibelong.com 

Computer  Provider 

Gateway 
1-888-882-1289 


Employment 
Services 


Hire  Quality 
1-800-414-4733 
www.hire-quality.com 


IN  SEARCH  OF 


Anyone  who  went  to  boot  camp  at  U.S.  Naval 
Training  Station,  Bainbridge,  IVId.,  Company 
3537  in  December  1943,  or  anyone  who 
worl<ed  at  the  base  dental  laboratory  building 
#608,  contact  William  L.  Graham,  45 
Broadmore  Lane,  IVIorgantown,  WV  26508  or 
e-mail  drwig@hotmail.com. 

Anyone  who  returned  to  the  United  States 
aboard  the  S.S.F.  Marion  Crawford  in  October 
of  1945  from  Leghorn,  Italy,  to  Hampton 
Roads,  Va.,  contact  Albert  W.  Boehlein, 
29146  Sheridan,  Garden  City,  Ml  48135. 

Any  Korean  War  veterans  who  served  with  the 
67th  Tac  Recon  Wing,  contact  Joseph  L. 
Krakovsky,  18227  W.  Valley,  Wildwood,  IL 
60030  or  ph:  847-223-2907. 

Any  boxers  who  were  attached  to  the  Deslant 
Boxing  Teams  in  Newport,  R.I.,  and  Norfolk, 
Va.,  and  any  who  boxed  in  the  1956 
Worldwide  All-Navy  Championships  and  U.S. 
Olympic  Finals  held  that  year,  contact  Chico 
Segura,  1725  Anita  Dr.,  Las  Cruces,  NiVI 
88001  or  e-mail  pjsegura@yahoo.com. 

Anyone  who  served  in  G  Co.  1 15th  Infantry  29th 
Division  in  August  1944  in  Normandy  or  Brest, 
Brittany,  contact  Peter  Hopkins  at  315-655- 
2303. 

Anyone  who  served  on  the  USS  Guam  (CB-2) 
Flag  Allowance  BUM  CRU  DIV 16  Task  Force 
584  from  March  through  November  1945, 
contact  Theodore  H.  Watson,  7315  Phillips 
St.,  Houston,  TX  77088  or  ph:  281-447-0783. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  4th  Armored  Div., 
51st  Armored  Infantry  Battalion  during  the 
Battle  of  the  Bulge  contact  Roberta  Green,  53 
Rumford  St.,  Concord,  NH  03301. 

Anyone  who  served  on  the  USS  Hemminger  DE- 
746  from  1952-1956,  contact  Richard 
Buffington,  1017  Pineview  Cir.,  Live  Oak,  FL 
32060  or  ph:  904-364-5985  or  Robert 
Tallman  15  Henry  St.,  New  York,  NY  13407  or 
ph:  315-866-3565. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  U.S.  Army  178th 
General  Hospital  in  Reims,  France,  in  1945 
contact  Adolph  E.  Stec,  22  Foster  Ave.,  Valley 
Stream,  NY  1 1 580  or  ph:  51 6-285-7505. 

Anyone  who  served  in  A  Btry.  552nd  AAA  Gun 
Battalion  at  Gergewshi  Barracks  in  Karlsruhe, 
Germany,  from  1949-1952  contact  Harold 
Longaker,  914  Reddington  Rd.,  Lawrence,  KS 
66049. 

Anyone  who  served  on  the  Gunboat  L.C.I.  (G) 
23  in  1943,  please  contact  Mackie  Wells,  Box 
263,  Higgins,  TX  79046. 

Anyone  who  participated  in  the  Tarzan  bomb 
project  at  Holloman  A.F.B.,  N.M.,  in  1948- 
1951  contact  Dennis  Jackson,  HC  60,  P.O. 
Box  71,  Castle,  OK  74833. 

Anyone  with  the  507  CA  CAA,  205  AA,  603 
CAA  or  the  1st  Pursuit  9P  14th  Pursuit  Grp., 
contact  Dean  R.  Mayhew,  P.O.  Box  75, 
Orland,  ME  04472. 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


USNT  Station,  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Navy. 
Robert  Boisvert  seeks  Jimmy  Grillo,  Jack  B. 
Armstrong,  John  J.  McGraw,  Eddie  Blake, 
John  E.  Kelly,  Jeff  Hutchison,  Bob  Sargent  or 
John  F.  Baker  as  witnesses  to  verify  the  hernia 
he  sustained  on  July  2, 1942. 1420. 


Don't  Let  Your 
Savings  Go  AWOL, 

MBNA®  GoldPortfolicf  Deposit  Accounts 


Invest  in  American  Legion-sponsored 
deposit  accounts  to  fortify  your  invest- 
ment portfolio.  As  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  or  the  Legion  Auxiliary, 
you  can  take  advantage  of  MBNA's  high- 
yielding  fixed-rate  CD  or  liquid  savings 


money  market  account— with  rates  that 
have  consistently  ranked  among  the  best 
nationwide.  And  both  give  you  the  securi- 
ty of  FDIC  insurance  up  to  $100,000  per 
depositor.  Call  today  to  speak  with  an 
Investor  Services  representative. 


Call  1-800-900-6653,  ext.  6324 

Monday  through  Friday,  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  and 
Saturday,  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  (Eastern  time). 


Lark    E"i"y  y"""* 

^"erk^  Independence! 

\     See  Life  From  the 
Driver's  Seat! 

►  Exclusive  comfort  features 
>■  3  &  4  wheel  models 

►  Easy  to  transport 

►  Limited  lifetime  warranty 
Call  today  for  a  FREE  brochure  on  how 
we  can  make  mobility  a  reality  for  you! 

1  800544-3536  "Xn 

1^1311      Lark  of  America 

Waukesha,  Wl  . 
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^  '♦'Iff  rS®  ^     The  Veterans'  Connection 


VETS®  is  a  private  veterans  program  tliat  provides  The  American  legion 
with  information  about  reunions,  helps  veterans  locate  old  buddies  and  offers  other 
special  benefits  and  services  to  veterans  and  their  families. 

REUMION  INFORMATION 

This  month  vi'e  have  listed  many  groups  that  are  planning  reunions.  Informa- 
tion is  provided  free  to  Legion  members  and  other  veterans  who  write  VETS  and 
enclose  the  5-digit  VETS  number  of  each  reunion.  VETS  maintains  reunion  and 
contact  information  for  more  than  12,000  outfits.  Reunion  information  is  also 
available  at  no  charge  on  the  Internet  at  www.vets.org.  Many  libraries  and  schools 
will  provide  Internet  access  free  for  veterans  with  no  Internet  access  or  computer 
skills.  We  regret  that  due  to  call  volume  we  cannot  accept  phone  requests  for 
reunion  information.  See  "How  to  Use  VETS  Services"  below. 

OUTFIT  ENROLLMENT  IS  FREE 

Coordinators  may  hst  reunion  information  with  VETS  at  no  charge.  Informa- 
tion may  be  submitted  electronically  via  the  VETS  website  or  on  official  forms  by 
writing  VETS®.  Individuals  planning  new  reunions  or  offering  themselves  as 
points  of  contact  for  possible  new  reunions  may  also  register  at  no  charge. 

THE  NATIONAL  VETS®  ARCHIVES 

The  National  VETS  Archives  is  a  free  historical  registry  for  veterans  who  want 
to  be  listed  on  the  VETS  roster  for  each  outfit  in  which  they  served.  Registration  is 
free  but  to  ensure  accuracy,  must  be  on  official  archive  forms.  Registration  may  be 
done  electronically  at  the  VETS  Internet  home  page.  VETS  uses  the  archives  to 
develop  historical  rosters  and  reunion  contact  information.  Deceased  veterans  may  be 
enrolled  posthumously  by  a  family  member. 

FINOERS/SEEKERS® 

Each  year  for  nearly  a  decade,  VETS  has  helped  thousands  of  veterans  get  in 


touch  with  their  outfits  and  buddies.  Arm  Landers  and  Dear  Abby  have  shared  oiir 
success  with  millions  of  their  readers  and  now  due  to  technology  and  demand, 
Finders/Seekers  has  moved  to  the  Internet.  A  searchable  list  of  our  active  files  is 
available  on  the  VETS  home  page.  We  encourage  all  veterans  to  check  this  reg- 
istry to  see  if  someone  is  trying  to  find  them.  Individuals  who  order  Finder/Seekers 
will  have  their  requests  listed  and  also  receive  our  free  tips  on  how  to  locate  miss- 
ing veterans.  Cost  is  a  non-refiindable  $15.  Please  do  not  send  cash.  We  accept 
checks,  money  orders  and  MasterCard,  Visa  and  Discover  cards. 

VETS®  BENEFITS 

Veterans  who  enroll  in  the  National  VETS  Archives  are  eligible  for  a  variety 
of  products  and  services  offered  by  VETS.  Veterans  who  qualify  automatically 
receive  notices  about  their  outfit  reunions,  free  or  discounted  Finders/Seekers  ser- 
vices and  other  VETS  consumer  benefits.  In  most  cases,  VETS  benefits  can  be 
extended  to  other  family  members  and  the  survivors  of  deceased  veterans.  Details 
are  available  on  the  VETS  website  or  by  writing  VETS. 

HOW  TO  USE  VETS®  SERVICES 

To  promote  better  accuracy  and  faster  response,  and  except  for  reunion  infor- 
mation requests,  official  VETS  forms  should  be  used  to  submit  information  or 
request  other  services.  Forms  are  available  free  on  the  VETS  website  at 
www.vets.org  or  they  may  be  obtained  by  writing  VETS  at  P.O.  Box  901,  Colum- 
bia, MO  65205-0901  and  enclosing  a  self-addressed,  stamped  #10  (long)  reply 
envelope.  VETS  normally  responds  to  all  written  requests  the  next  business  day. 
To  keep  costs  low  and  still  handle  thousands  of  requests  each  week,  VETS  does 
not  accept  phone  calls  for  reunion  information.  In  an  emergency,  messages  about 
other  services  may  be  left  on  the  VETS  voice  mail  system  24  hours  a  day  at  (573) 
474-4444.  You  can  also  reach  VETS  via  e-mail  at  admin@vets.org. 

VETS®  and  FINDERS/SEEKERS®  are  registered  trademarks  of  Vets  Data 
Corporation. 


ARMY  AIR  CORPS 

1 3th  AF,  29th  Air  Service  Grp  #1 6754;  1 9th 
Bomb  Grp  Assn  #10598;  351st  Bomb  Grp,  8th 
AF,  Polebrool<,  England  Reunion  #24175; 
410th  Bomb  Grp  Assn  #20298 


 AIR  FORCE 

Thunderbirds  Alumni  Assn  #30023 


 ARMY  

10th  Arm'd  Div  Assn  (Westem  Chapt)  #16033; 
160th  Inf.  Regt,  40th  Inf  Div,  Co.  G  (1951-52) 
#11777;  173rd  Airborne  Bgde  #15267;  186th 
General  Hospital  (WWII)  #12488;  294th  FA  Obs 
Bn  #23764;  298th  Band/7781  St  Sta  Gomp 
Berlin  #41252;  337th/1 338th  Engrs(C) 
#15779;  45th  Inf.  Div  Assn  #15990; 
691 1th  Radio  Grp  (Mobile)  Darmstadt,  Ger. 
#13347;  71  St  Inf.  Div.  (WW-II)  #11427;  80th 
Division  Veterans  Assn  81  st  Annual  Reunion 
(WWI  &  WWII)  #1 2422;  GHQ-Far  East  Cmd 
Tokyo,  Staff  Bn,  Co  A  #41 251 


COAST  GUARD 


LST-767  #12473;  USCGC  Campbell  (W-32/W- 
909) #17059 


 MARINES  

1  St  Mar  Div,  1  st  Bn,  1  st  Rgt.  Co.  C  #21 297 


NAVY 


Assn  of  Aviation  Ordnancemen  #22617;  CAG- 
153/15  #18636;  Flying  Midshipmen  Assn 
#17513;  LST-1014#20302;  NAS  Pensacola 
A&R  Shops  (1943-46)  #22728;  NAS  Trinidad 
VPB-208/VP-48/VPMS-8/FASRON-105/USMC 
Det.  #17790;  Patrol  Craft  Sailors  Assn  (WW-II) 
#18507;  USS  Alamo  (LSD-33)  #11017;  USS 
Albuquerque  (PF-7)  #13038;  USS  Antietam  CV- 
36/CVA-36/CVS-36/CG-54#  17568;  USS 
Canberra  (CA-70/CAG-2)  #10038;  USS  Canopus 
(AS-34/AS-9)  #10383;  USS  Chemunq  (AO-30) 
#18077;  USS  Chikaskia  (AO-54)  #18533;  USS 
Davison  (DD-618/DMS-37)  #18387; 
USS  Forrest B.  Royal  (DD-872)  #21816 


USS  Griswold  (DE-7)  #17836;  USS  Guadal- 
canal lask  Grp  22.3  #17727;  USS  Haggard 
(DD-555)  #17528;  USS  LST-n53  #23386; 
USS  Pollux  (AKS-2/AKS-4)  #18787;  USS  Salt 
Lake  City  (CA-25)  #1 1775;  USS  Stormes/War- 
rington/Vogelgesang/Steinaker/Grand  Canyon 
#17714;  USS  Swearer  (DE-1 86)  #17458;  USS 
Talbot  County  (LST-1 1 43)  #1 1 681 ;  USS 
Ticonderoga  fCV-14,  CVA-14,  CVS-14,  CG-47) 
#17791;  USS  Willard  Keith  DD-775  #22302; 
VC-35/VA(AW)-35  #41355 


TAPS 


Warren  C.  Colver,  Department  of  Alaska.  Dept. 
Econ.  Chmn.  1957-1959,  Natl  Ed.  & 
Scholarships  Cmte.  Memb.  1958-1959,  Dept. 
Const.  &  By-Law/s  Chmn.  1959-1960, 1962- 
1973, 1975-1976,  Nat'l.  Law  &  Order  Cmte. 
Memb.  1959-1965,  Dept.  Judge  Advocate 
1961-1973, 1979-1982,  Nat'l.  Military  Affairs 
Cmte.  Chmn.  1967-1980,  Nat'l.  Memb.  &  Post 
Activities  Cmte.  Memb.  1967-1969,  Dept. 
Cmdr.  1973-1974,  Dept.  Americanism  Chmn. 
1974-1975,  Dept.  Security  Chmn.  1981-1982, 
Nat'l.  VA&R  Cmsn.  Region  8  Memb.  1988- 
1989, 1991-1997,  Dept.  Adjutant  1989-1991, 
Dept.  Finance  Officer  1989-1991,  Nat'l. 
Legislative  Council  Memb.  1989-1990, 1993- 
1994,  Nat'l,  VA&R  Cmsn.  Region  8  Vice  Chmn. 
1989-1990,  Nat'l.  VA&R  Cmsn.  Region  8 
Chmn.  1990-1991,  Dept  Rehab  Chmn.  1990- 
1997,  Depl  Legislative  Chmn.  1990-1991, 
1993-1998,  Dept.  Service  Officer  1991-1997, 
Dept  Public  Relations  Chmn.  1992-1993,  Nat'l 
VA&R  Regional  Vice  Chmn.  1992-1993, 1995- 
1996,  Nat'l.  VA&R  Regional  Chmn.  1993- 
1994, 1996-1997,  Dept.  Graves  Chmn.  1999. 

Burton  E.  Grossman,  Department  of  Mexico. 
Dept.  Cmdr.  1954-1955,  Nat'l.  Law/  &  Order 
Cmte.  Memb.  1955-1965,  Nat'l.  Inter-American 
Cmte.  Memb.  1961-1962,  Nat'l.  Pilgrimage 
Cmte.  Memb.  1962-1963,  Nat'l.  Dist  Guests 
Cmte.  Memb.  1965-1966,  Nat'l.  Dist  Guests 
Cmte.  Vice  Chmn.  1966-1991,  Dept 
Employment  Chmn.  1978-1979,  Dept  Law  & 
Order  Chmn.  1979-1982. 


Richard  D.  Brown,  Department  of  Montana.  Nat'l. 
Veterans  Affairs  &  Rehab  Exec.  Section  1986- 

1991,  Dept  Rehab.  Chmn.  1987-1989, 1991- 

1992.  Dept  Memb.  &  Post  Activity  Chmn. 
1989-1990,  Dept  Vice  Cmdr.  1989-1990, 
Dept  Cmdr.  1990-1991. 

Willliam  M.  McEwen,  Department  of  Oklahoma. 
Dept  POW/MIA  Chmn.  1997-1998,  Nat'l. 
Cemetery  Cmte.  1985-2000. 

Grant  Joseph  Lane,  Department  of  Kansas. 
Natl.  MP&A  Activities  Cmte.  Memb.  1965- 
1967, 1969-1973, 1975-1976,  Dept  Cmdr. 
1967-1968,  Nat'l.  Americanism  Cncl.  Memb. 
1967-1971, 1976-1978,  Natl.  Americanism 
Cncl.  Vice  Chmn.  1972-1975, 1976-1982, 
1984-1990,  Natl.  Americanism  Cmsn. 
Consultant  1975-1976,  Dept  Americanism 
Chmn.  1968-1971,  Dept  Boys  State  Chmn. 

1972-  1976,  Dept  Boys  State  Dir.  1975-1976, 
Natl.  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Cmsn. 

1976-  1977,  Natl  Rehab.  Cmte.  Area  D  Memb. 
1966-1968,  Dept.  Oratorical  Contest  Chmn. 
1971-1973,  Dept  Spirit  of  '76  Chmn.  1972- 
1976,  Nat'l.  Distinguished  Guests  Cmte. 
Memb.  1971-1977,  Dept  Historian  1972- 
1978,  Natl  Rehab.  Cmsn.  Adv.  Bd.  Memb. 

1973-  1975, 1980-1981,  Dept  Children  & 
Youth  Chmn.  1974-1975,  Natl.  Security  Cncl. 
Memb.  1976-1977,  Nat'l.  Security  Cncl.  Vice 
Chmn.  1982-1984. 

Harvey  Holcomb,  Department  of  Texas.  Dept 
Vice  Cmdr.  1974-1975,  Dept  Memb.  &  Post 
Activities  Chmn.  1975-1976,  Dept  Cmdr. 

1977-  1978,  Natl.  Legis.  Cncl.  Memb.  1975- 
1978, 1981-1981, 1999-2000,  Dept  Energy 
Chmn.  1978-1980,  Nat'l.  Veterans  Pret  Cmte. 
Memb.  1978-1981,  Natl.  Exec.  Cmte.  Alt 
1980-1984,  Internal  Affairs  Cmsn.  Memb. 
1980-1984,  Natl.  Exec.  Cmte.  1984-1988, 
Nat'l.  Internal  Affairs  Cmsn.  Liaison  1984- 
1985,  Natl.  Convention  Cmsn.  Liaison  1986- 

1988,  Nat'l  Convention  Cmsn.  Ex-Officio 
Memb.  1987-1988,  Natl.  Vice  Cmdr.  1988- 

1989,  Natl.  Convention  Cmsn.  Memb.  1989- 
2000,  Dept  Finance  Chmn.  1991-1994,  Dept 
Const.  &  By-Laws  Chmn.  1995-1997,  Dept 
Convention  Chmn.  1998-1999. 
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mSSIflEB 


MOVING? 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY  AND 
REMITTANCE  TO:  Joan  Rizzo,  Clas- 
sified Advertising,  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  c/o  Fox  Associ- 
ates, Inc.,  347  5th  Ave.,  Suite  1110, 
New  York,  NY  10016.  (212)  725-2106, 
FAX  (212)  779-1928.  All  classified 
advertising  is  payable  in  advance  by 
check  or  money  order.  Please  make 
remittance  payable  to  "The  American 
Legion  Magazine." 

APPAREL  

SUSPENDER  WEARERS!  Frustrated  with  clips 
tliat  constantiy  slip  off  your  pants?  Our  sus- 
penders feature  patented  "no-slip  clip." 
Brochure/order,  (800)  700-4515. 

ARROWHEADS/INDIAN  GOODS 

FREE  CATALOG,  (530)  346-6029. 

BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES  

BECOME  A  PUBLISHED  AUTHOR!  Publisher  with 
international  offices  can  help.  Contact  Pentland 
Press,  Dept.  AL,.{800)  948-2786. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES  

WWW.EMBLEM-BADGE.COM.  The  best  supplier 
of  metal/embroidered  emblems,  made-to-order, 
3-4  weeks  delivery,  Daisy  Crafts  Co., 
daisytpe@ms32.hinet.net. 

CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 

CATALOG,  (800)  233-0828. 


RATES:  $23  per  word.  Count  street 
addresses  and  box  numbers  as  two 
words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as 
three  words. 

CIRCULATION:  2,700,000  per  month. 
DEADLINE:  Advertising  copy  must  be 
received  60  days  before  cover  date  of 
issue  desired.  All  advertisements  are 
accepted  at  the  discretion  of  the  pub- 
lisher. 

OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL  

COLD  WAR  VETERAN  VICTORY  MEDALS!  (530) 
550-0392,  www.falloutproducts.com. 

WWW.USIMAGES.COM. 


WWW.WARCLASSICS.COM. 


PERSONALS 


NICE  SINGLES.  Old-fashioned  values.  FREE 
magazine.  Send  age.  Singles-ALM,  Allardt,  TN 
38504-0310.  spiritlif@aol.com. 

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  marriage-minded. 
Sunshine  International  Correspondence,  Box 
5500-HK,  Kailua-Kona,  HI  96745-5500.  (808)  325- 
7707,  http://sunshine-girls.com. 


WANTED 


EDUCATION  &  INSTRUCTION  

PARALEGAL  -  GRADED  CURRICULUM.  Approved 
home  study.  Affordable.  Since  1890.  Free  catalog. 
(800)  826-9228  or  Blackstone  School  of  Law,  P.O. 
Box  701449,  Dallas,  TX  75730.  Department  AL. 

FINANCIAL 

FREE  DEBT  RELIEF!  Not  a  loan.  Not  bankruptcy. 
Lower  payments/interest  instantly!  Private.  Call 
Amerix,  (800)  570-3021,  (ext.  4129). 


PRE  1920  FIRE  HELMETS,  MEMORABILIA.  (765) 
778-8377.  NJ2Hoosier@aol.com. 


LEICA  CAMERAS,  RITZ  COLLECTIBLES.  (800) 
956-9132. 


SWORDS,  (800)  798-6167. 


PRE-1945  CURRENCY.  (617)  523-0003. 


WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SENECASMOKES,  DISCOUNT  CIGARETTES.  Car- 
tons start  at  $12.50.  Call  toll  free,  (877)  234-2447. 
www.senecasmokes.com. 

MUSIC  &  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS 

BAGPIPES/KILTS,  (201)  385-8991. 


WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS.  Free  catalog. 
Kraus,  Box  7850-LM,  Independence,  MO  64054, 
(816)  254-0242. 


VIDEOS 


SIT  BACK  ENJOY  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
surf.  Send  $15  check  or  M/0  To:  Douglas 
Rhodes,  12  Cedaridge  Dr.,  Ridge,  NY  11961. 


ADVERTISE 
HERE 

UBIBH  SHOPPER 
GETS 
RESULTS! 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  40% 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 

North  American  Van  Lines  offers 
American  Legion  members  a  40% 
discount  on  interstate  moves.  Let 
North  American,  the  world's  largest 
professional  mover,  transport  your 
household  goods  with  moving  ser- 
vices to  meet  every  need  and  budget. 
In  addition  to  saving  40%,  you  will  re- 
ceive up  to  $50,000  coverage  on  your 
household  goods  at  no  charge. 

For  more  information  or  a  free 
estimate,  call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 

1-800-524-5533 


BUY  FACTORY  Dl 


Ideal  for  shop,  boat  &  vehicle  storage 


20x30  30x44  47x100 
25  X  32     40  X  60    50  x  1 20 


Inventory  vanes 
s  Factory  Direct  ■  Toll  Free 

1800/715-6482 


MONROE  HEARING  AID  CO, 
P.O.  BOX  A-3976  DEPT.  8 
CHICAGO,      ILLINOIS.  60690 


U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS-PINS 


CUSTOM  NAVY  SHIP'S  CAPS 
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HEARING  AIDS 
uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


TRY 
BEFORE 

l^M       YOU  BUY 

GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

•  ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS     •  TERMS  ARRANGED 

•  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE       •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 

•  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1645,ROCKFORD,IL61110 


ijoy  an  active 
'rewarding  lifestyle! 

Scooter  Lifts  &  Ramps  Available. 
Quality  &  Savings  You  Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter  Piscounte 


America's  Highest  Quality, 
Lowest  Priced  Steel  Buildings 


SUPER  TOUGH  PROTECTION  FOR  YOUR 

Mastercratt     with  plenty  of  room 

steel  Building  Systems  LEFT  over  for  a  workshop 

1-888-781-6629  ext#336 

www.straightwallsteelbldgs.com 


AVOID  COLLISIONS! 


,5 


INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  OF 


Use  the  ALIRT  Lane-changing  alarm. 
Its  flashing  red  light  will  warn  you 
when  there's  a  vehicle  in  your 
driver's-side  blind  spot. 

■  Fast,  easy  installation 

■  Military  technology 

■  Battery  included 

■  Snap  on/oft  design  prevents  theft 

■  Works  in  all  weather 

■  Fits  most  cars,  light  trucks.  SUVs 


  1877-492-2200  (Visa/MC) 

US  On-line  ordering  at  www.alirt.com 

standard  shipping  included.    Mail  Orde 


MEN:  BE  TALLER! 


TIRED  OF  BEING 
CONSIDERED 
SHORT?   Try  our 

quality  footwear 
HIDDEN  height 
increaser  inside 
shoes  Will  make 
you  up  to  3"  TALLER  Over  100  styles  Extremely  com- 
fortable Discreet  packaging  Sizes  5  to  12  Widths  B  to 
EEE,  In  business  since  1939  MONEVBACK  GUARAN- 
TEE! Call  or  wnte  for  FREE  color  catalog  www.elevator- 
shoes.com  _ 

ELEVATORS®  U 

RICHLEE  SHOE  COI\/lPANY.  DEPT.  AL03 
P.O.  BOX  3566.  FREDERICK,  MD  21705 


1-800-343-3810 


BASEBALL  AWARDS 


FREE  BASEBALL 
RIBBON 


Solid  Wood  Flag  Case 
Oak  $49." 
Cherry  or  Walnut  $59.' 

(plus  7.50  ea.  S/H) 


888-597-8833 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


GoodstufTAmcrica 
PO  Bex  3709 
Hickory.  NC  28603 


VIAGRA  ALTERNATIVE 


IMPOTENCE  SOLUTION  AND  PREVENTION 
WITH  COMPLETE  VACUUM  THERAPY  SYSTEM 

•  Our  system  comes  with  four  rings, 
our  competitors  comes  with  none! 

•  No  prescription  required 

•  Shipped  in  a  plain  pacl<age  r 
to  your  door 

•  Medicare  patients  may  qualify  ' 
for  a  device  with  no  cost  to  them  ' 


TOLL  FREE  888-231-2486 


IMPO  TEC 
6757  ARAPAHO 
STE  711,  BOX  333 
DALLAS.  TX  75248 


NAMF 

1 

CITY  .97 

7IP 

1 

1 

CHECK/VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER 

EXP  DATE 

1 

l/10OzU.S.$4Q00 

Gold  Eagle       ■  each 

The  year  2000  American  Gold  Eagles  are  authorized  by  the 
U.S  Government.  These  Brilliant  Uncirculated  coins  are  le- 
gal tender  and  minted  in  22  Karat  Gold.  Add  $3  for  postage, 
msurance  and  handling.  These  coins  come  with  a  30  Day 
Money  Back  Guarantee.  New  York  residents  add  sales  tax. 

5  Coins  $5.50  P&  H   $230.00  (Save  $15.00) 

10  Coins  $7.50  P&H  $420.00  (Save  $70.00) 

20  Corns  Postage  Paid  $800.00  (Save  $180.00) 

Prices  and  availability  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Order  Toll  Free  1-800-835-0008 

Eastern  Numismatics,  642  Franklin  Ave. .Garden  City,  NY  1 1530 
Visit  uson  the  INTERNET athttp://uscoins.com  Dept.AI. 


lARN  »2S  to^lOO 


Badge-A-IVIiiut 


Yes,  it's  really  possible  by  making  and  selling  bright, 
colorful  pinback  buttons.  Buttons  cost  less  ttian 
40e  to  make  and  can  in  turn  be  sold  for  $1.00^ 
or  more!  Sell  your  Badge-A-Minit  buttons  at 
fairs,  flea  markets,  conventions  and 
Or  promote  your  upcoming  fundraisers 
by  wearing  buttons  around  town! 


request  a  FREE  catalog! 


FREE  COLOR  CATALOG 

2500+  tvlilitary  Designs 
Army,  Navy.  Air  Force,  fvlarines 
Call  now!  Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

Custom  pins  &  patches  available. 
Dealer  inquiries  welcome. 


by  Hoover's  rvifg.,  Co. 


Don't  Save  Your  Pennies  In  A  Jar! 

Use  ttiem  to  take 
Advantage  of  Excefs  incredible  Three  Penny  Plan. 
For  more  information  on  long  ciistance: 

www.excelir.com/krepsr. 
(888)  291-5620,  Pin#6834. 

Ret.  Military,  Fellow  Legionnaire. 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSiDERED 
WRITE,  OR  SEND  YOUR  IMANUSCRIPT  TO: 

MINERVA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1001  BRICKELL  BAY  DR.,  #2310,  MIAMI,  FL  33131 
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RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 


VIAGRA..  DIDIM'T  WORK? 


.  NOW  AVAILABLE  WTHOUT 
A  PRESCRIPTION 

.  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL 
ECKERD  DRUGSTORES 
AND  SNYDER  DRUGSTORES 

.  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1 -800-475-3091 


Encore  Medical,  Inc.,  1002  N.  Central  Expressway.,  Ste.  341,  Richardson,  TX  75080 


It's  right  at  Eckerd!' 


★  Display  Your* 
Military  Awards! 


3000  Official 
Medals,  Badges, 
Patches  &  Insignia 
Army  •  Navy 
Marines 

r^Iil^BillBi^k.  •  Air  Force 
Call  for  your  FREE  Color  Catalog 

Men -800-486-1 651 


The  Monolithic^  Dome 


energy  efficieni  and  disaster 
resistant.  Used  tor  homes,  schools, 
churcties,  offices,  stadiums, 
storages, 


'Dome  IS  tomorrow' 


U  S  and  in  many  send  $19.95  (55  s/h) 
for  20  years,  the  an  informative  video. 


AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
SokS  hanrtwood,  gunstock  walnutlinish.  Full  1 ' 
between  glass  and  Mack,  blue,  red  or  white 
velvety  mounting  board.  5"x7'  -$18.95. 
8"x10"  -$24.95,  11  'x14'  -$29.95 
14"x20"  -  $39.95,  20'x24'  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  P.O.  Boxes) 
R.ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071 -L,  Pavrtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAaepted  (Write  tor  FREE  Catalog) 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1878-1904 

$19.50 

per  coin 

limit  20  coins  per  household 


Call  Toll !  1-888-260-8111 

y  Siisiin  Drive  •  \V;i(linn  Ui\(.r,  NV  11792 


A  treasured 
symbol  of  your 
service 


Finally,  you  can  wear  a  military  ring  that  doesn't] 
look  like  a  high  school  ring!  Over  80  ringsi 
available  in  your  choice  of  silver  or  solid  gold. 

Men's  ring  prices  start  at  $127.  60  day 
money-back  guarantee.  Call  for  a  FREE  color 


brochure:  (503)731-9256  (24  hr.  recorded 
message).  Or  write:  Classic  Military  Rings, 
435  SE  85th  Dept.  A-300,  Portland  OR  97216. 
Visit  our  website  at  www.CIassicRings.coni 


I  Code  A-3001 


1-800-842-1324 


MARTIN'S  FLAG  CO. 


ALL  KINDS  -  ALL  SIZES  -  PROMPT  SHIPMENT 

Ask  for  our  colorful  catalog. 

Write  or  Call: 
(800)  992-3524  (U.S.) 
(800)  248-3524  (Iowa) 
P.O.  BOX  1 1 18  -  FORT  DODGE,  IOWA  50501-1 118 


EYEGLASS  HEARING  Al£3S 
WITH  A  SIMPLE  TUBE  FITTING 
LEAVE  THE  EAR  CANAL  OPEN 


CALL  OR  WRITE; 
RHODES  HEARING 

DEPT  R11, 
BROOKPORT,  IL  62910 
1-800-320-3300  EXT  R11 
FOR  YOUR  FREE  CATALOG! 


fSF.ND  FOR  X  VFTEB.Ll)  C  ATALOG  FOR  Sl.OO;  W} 
PIECES  OF  HISrOR  Y  4> 
?0  nox -5W  ricBl  A'.   Civerrccl-        85<:'  W 


Call:  480-488-1377  Fax:  1-800-488-1316 


MEN'S  WIDE  SHOES 


EEE-EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-13 

•  FREE  catalog 

•  High  equality 
•160  styles 

HITCHCOCK  SHOES.INC. 

Dept.  5C  Hingham,  MA  02043 
1-S00-992-WIDE  wwiv.wideshoes.com 
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"No,  I  don't  have  an  appointment.  I  came  in  to  look  up 
a  1955  magazine  article." 


Bureaucratic  Muggings 

Crime  wouldn't  pay  if  we  let  the  government  run  it.  -  Joe  Adams 

Grave  Advice 

Always  go  to  other  people's  funerals,  otherwise  they  won't 
come  to  yours.  -  Yogi  Berra 

Wrong  Number 

They  have  Dial-a-Prayer  for  atheists  now.  You  can  call  up  and 
it  rings  and  rings  and  nobody  ever  answers.     -  Tommy  Blaze 


Don't  Laugh 

The  saving  grace  of  humor:  if  you  fail,  at  least  you  don't  have 
anyone  laughing  at  you.  -A.  Whitney  Brown 

Humor  is  the  shortest  distance  between  two  people. 

-  Victor  Borge 

Telling  Whoppers 

George  Washington  said  to  his  father,  "If  I  never  tell  a  lie, 
how  can  I  get  to  be  president?"  -  Red  Buttons 


"The  counseling  must  be  worl<ing. 
You  don't  seem  quite  so  grim,  Mr.  Reaper.' 


Pdrti  no  Shots      American  Legion  Magazine  wel-  and  telephone  number  of  the  person  Parting  Siiots  Editor 

.  ,      y      .    .  comes  anecdotes,  jokes  or  submis-  submitting  the  material  for  verification.  The  American  Legion  Magazine 

J0K6S  Wdni6U  sions  for  "Parting  Shots."  Submissions  ($25  will  be  paid  for  submissions  that  P.O.  Box  1055 

should  include  the  name,  hometown  are  published.)  Send  submissions  to:  Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
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Year  2000  limited  advance  issue..} 


FIRST  EVER 
U.S.  LEGAL  TENDER 
$2  SILVER  CERTIFICATE 
DESIGN  IN  REAL  SILVER! 


ACTUAL  GIANT  SIZE  7W  x  3W 

WASHINGTON,  D.C,  Tuesday,  8:45  AM:  -  Today 
history  is  being  made!  The  National  Collector's  Mint 
announces  the  limited  advance  striking  of  the  Year 
2000  $2  SILVER  CERTIFICATE.  It's  the  first 
authentic  legal  tender  $2  Silver  Certificate  design  in 
.999  Pure  Silver  EVER! 

The  U.S.  Treasury  issued  its  last  large-size  legal 
tender  $2  Silver  Certificate  (currency  backed  by  the 
government's  silver  reserves)  one  hundred  years 
ago.  It  took  eight  different  U.S.  Treasury  engravers 
to  create  the  exquisite  beauty  and  fashion  the 
intricate  details  of  this  magnificent  design.  It's  the 
only  $2  bill  to  ever  feature  George  Washington's 
portrait.  And,  it's  the  last  12  bill  to  feature  classical 
symbols  like  "Mechanics"  and  'Agriculture,"  the  two 
cornerstones  of  the  American  economy  on  either 
side  of  President  Washington. 

This  extraordinary  issue  was  so  big,  it  was  known 
as  a  "horse  blanket."  And  now,  the  YEAR  2000  $2 
SILVER  CERTIFICATE  is  the  exact  same,  giant-size  7 
3/8"  X  3  1/8"  -  except  it's  struck  in  .999  Pure  Silver! 
This  is  a  truly  singular  event. 

ADVANCE  DISCOUNT  PRICE 

A  price  of  $39.00  has  been  set  for  this  unique 
100th  anniversary  commemorative.  But  during  this 
limited  advance  striking  period,  the  very  first  $2 
large-size  SUver  Certificates  ever  strucli  in  .999 
Pure  Silver  may  be  yours  for  the  Advance 
Discount  Price  of  just  $9.99!  THIS  MAY  BE  THE 
ONLY  OPPORTUNITY  YOU  WILL  EVER  HAVE  TO 
ACQUIRE  ONE! 

Each  Year  2000  $2  Silver  Certificate  uses 
precision  crafted  steel  dies  to  re-create  the  original 
100  year  old  U.S.  Silver  Certificate  design.  The  dies 
are  polished  by  hand  to  form  a  mirror-like 
background  and  raised  frosted  relief  Every  mtncate 


CERTIFICATE  BACK 


detail  is  reproduced.  Finally  .999  pure  silver  foil  is 
mounted,  struck  and  set  up  for  inspection.  Even 
slight  imperfections  are  rejected  and  the  precious 
metal  melted  down  and  reclaimed. 

Each  Year  2000  $2  SILVER  CERTIFICATE  is 
individually  numbered,  registered  and  accompanied 
by  a  Certificate  of  Authenticity  Distribution  will  take 
place  in  registration  number  order  So,  the  earliest 
orders  will  receive  the  lowest  registration  numbers. 

To  preserve  the  exquisite  beauty  and  rich  detail, 
each  one  is  placed  in  protective  plastic.  A  deluxe 
velvet  presentation  box  is  available  for  only  $7.95. 
An  easel  is  included  for  upright  display  so  all  your 
finends  and  relatives  can  marvel  at  your  magnificent 
treasure. 

SPECIFICATIONS 


HOW  TO  ORDER 


PERIMETER 

 21  inches 

SURFACE  \RE\ 

 46.09  square  inches 

C0NDI1  lUN 

 999  Fine  Silver  Proof 

SERIES 

EE 

EDITION  SIZE 

 5000  Worldwide 

EXCLLSIVT  ISStANCE 

 National  Collector's  Mint 

STRICTLY  LIMITED  ISSUE 

Ordering  by  phone  is  the  fastest  way  to  ensure 
availability.  So  call  us  immediately  toU-free  1- 
888-NAT-MINT,  Ext.  431  (1-888-628-6468).  We 
accept  credit  cards  or  your  check  by  phone.  Avoid 
disappointment  and  future  regret,  call  now! 
Timely  mail  orders  will  be  accepted  if  directed  to: 
National  Collector's  Mint,  Dept.  431.  440 lA 
Connecticut  Avenue  NW  PMB-850,  Washington. 
DC  20008.  Nonetheless,  late  orders  may  not  be 
honored  and  remittance  will  be  returned 
uncashed. 

You  may  order  one  Year  2000  $2  SILVER 
CERTIFICATE  for  $9.99  plus  $4  shipping,  handling  & 
insurance,  3  for  only  $39  ppd.,  5  for  only  $62  ppd.. 
10  for  only  $  117  ppd,  20  for  only  $219  ppd.  Don't 
wait.  Act  NOW! 

CaU  TOLL-FREE,  Ask  for  Ext.  431 

1-888-NAT-MINT 


We're  confident  of  their  current  value  and 
future  potential.  Only  5000  of  this  series  will  ever 
be  issued.  So,  order  your  YEAR  2000  $2  SILVER 
CERTIFICATE(S)  right  now  Orders  will  be  filled 
on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis  and  late  orders 
may  not  be  honored. 

Examine  each  Silver  Certificate  when  you 
receive  it.  Appreciate  its  unique  attributes,  admire 
its  unusual  size,  cherish  its  artistic  beauty  Then,  if 
you  don't  agree  its  everything  we  promised,  send 
back  vour  order  bv  insured  mail  and  we'll 
promptly  refund  vour  purchase  price.  Your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 


THE  NATIONAL  COLLECTOR'S  MINX  INC.  4i01A  Connecticut 
ym  J  Avenue  ND?  Washington,  D.C.  20008,  (Corporate  ID  Center,  PMB- 
Nsss/  850).  Customer  service  phone:  1-800452-1381,  address:  8  Mater 
Street,  Port  Chester,  NY  10573.  The  National  Collector's  Mint.  Inc. 
distributes  United  Slates  coins  and  currency,  bullion,  numismatic  medals, 
replicas,  rarities,  and  other  numismatic  items  to  the  American  public  as  an 
independent  organization,  not  owned  or  a  division  of  die  United  stales 
Government.  No  other  relationship,  affibanon  or  endorsement  is  implie 
sought  aner  All  items  are  unconditionally  guaranteeo  to  be  genuine 


4*5  million  American  men  never  buy  a  pair  of  slacks 

unless  this  label  is  inside*** 


HABAND 

What  do  they  know  that  you  donH? 

Aren't  you  curious?  You've  probably  seen  our  ads  for  years. 
Maybe  read  them  a  time  or  two.  Might  have  said  to  yourself 
"How  can  they  be  that  good?"  Or  maybe  you  think  Haband 
pants  are  fine  for  your  dad,  but  not  for  a  hip  and  happening 
guy  like  yourself.  Well,  slow  down  there  Mr.  With-it.  I  have 

a  proposition  for  you:^   Qrder  our  Best-selling 
Premium  Business  Slacks 
for  just 


$ 


10 


a  pair 

when  you 
buy  any  2 


and  try  them  Risk  Free  for 
a  day,  a  month,  a  year! 


These  are  classic  dress  slacks, 
tailored  in  an  exquisite  fineline 
dress  fabric  which,  though  it  feels 
and  drapes  like  wool,  is  actually 
100%  woven  polyester. 
Advantage  being  you  can  wash 
and  dry  them  in  your  home 
laundry  with  no  shrinking,  no 
wrinkling,  and  NO  IRONING! 


Styling  appointments  are  the  best: 
trim  flat  front,  four  pockets,  top-of-the- 
line  hook  closure,  nylon  failsafe  zipper. 
And  serious,  sober  colors  a  man  can  wear. 

Size?  Yes  Sir!  We  carry  1 68  sizes, 
exact  waists  30  to  60  and  exact  inseams 
27  to  34!  Rest  assured,  we  can  fit  you! 

Finest  styling,  quality  fabric,  huge  size 
range.  No  Risk  Lifetime  Guarantee!  $1 0  a 
pair  and  a  flat  $3.95  postage  no  matter  how 
much  you  buy!  If  you  can  find  a  better  deal, 
please,  be  my  guest!  But  I  urge  you  to  see  for 
yourself  why  Haband  is  the  biggest  seller  of  fine 
men's  pants  in  the  U.S.A.!  Send  or  call  today! 


$ 


Duke  Habernickel,  Pres. 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Peckville,  PA  18452 


IQ 

a  pair  when 
you  buy  2 


2  for  20.00 

3  for  30.00 

4  for  40.00 


1 


"^^^J^upe 


Haband 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 
Peckville,  PA  18452 
Send  slacks. 


Waist:  30  32  34  35  36 
37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44 
BIG  MEN  TOO!  Same  Low  Price 
46  48  50  52  54  56  58  60 


Inseams:  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34 


enclose  $_ 


toward  postage. 

□  Check      □  Visa 

□  MasterCard 

□  Discover/NOVUS® 


3)  7A8-0MJ 

WHAT 
WAIST? 

WHAT 
INSEAM? 

HOW 
MANY? 

A 

Tan 

B 

Navy 

0 

Brown 

D 

Black 

E 

Grey 

F 

Green 

p 


□  Check  here  for  reversible  belt.  Even  sizes  only.  30-60.  $6.95  each. 

749    A  Black/Brown   WHAT  SIZE? 

HOW  MANY?  

Card  # 

ExD.:  / 

□  Mr.  □  Mrs.  □  Ms. 

Mail  Address 

Apt.  # 

Citv  &  State 

ZlD 

100°/oSatisf action  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 

^^sslbhJtenfce  call  1'800~F42~226i 

Order  24  hours  a  day, 
7  days  a  week 

